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Commentary... 


Lifeboat tok center stage in this issue 
5 kinda went over the top with my review 
of John Stlgoe's book of that name, and 
Backed it up with Keith Mascot’ fist install: 
ment from the Summer 2017 issue of Din- 
fh Crulsing about the 1886 Mexico disaster, 
Sreneraly viewed as the wort lifeboat rag 

ey ever because of the number of fatalities 
For all the details goto pages 5-10. 

While there is a distinction between 
the purpose, and thus design details of the 
English Board of Trade lifeboats carried on 
ocean going vessels, which are the subject 
of John Stlgoe’s book, and the shore-based 
iteboats of England's Royal National Life 
boat Institute tht were involved inthe 1886 
alongshore disaster, the basic design concept 
‘vas that of a boat that could survive almost 
Srnything the sea could throw atti skilfully 
Handled: This reputation for safety at sea 
encouraged impecunious would-be yachts 
men of post-WWII England to scoop up sur 
plus liféboais and convert them into feere 
Stiona craft that would provide that sense of 
Security the lfeboa's reputation promised it 
would dative 

‘As was enjoying laming so much about 
these lifeboats inaction in SUlge’s book, ay 
attention was caught up by one aspect ofthe 
antic, desperate moments when a large sh 
founders and the passengers and crew must 
take tothe ny lifeboats if hey are to survive, 
Stilgoe alls this the "waterbome moment” 
‘when those passengers on lrg “ocean liners” 
lucky enough to even ge ito a lifeboat are 
suddenly faced with elemental survival, In th 
Span of buta few moments of often chaot 
SMruggle they find themselves cast fom the 
Conffortably reassuring spacious interior of 4 
big vessel that reminds them ofthe safety and 
security of luxury hotel ashore int the often 
aging seas into tiny open boats that seat 2636 
ors persons side By side a if ina bus ashore 
Itis sort of the reverse of awakening from a 
nightmare to great elie, instead being tossed 
in a nightmare that quickly becomes al too 
real and frightening. 

Everyday accidents and occasional diss 
ters happen on land, on the sea and in the a. 
‘Asa land-based anima I feel more comfort 
able indulging. in any sort of activity Gat 
night have an element of “risking my ie” on 
the solid earth, knowing that I'l end up onthe 
round come what may. and not be stugaling 
{S stay aoa in water well over my head of 
having no hope at allwhen finding myself fal 
ing through the air inside a large “comtalner™ 
full of others. tll have some vivid memo 
Tes in ful living colorof some moments when 


Bob Hicks, Editor 


contol of my life was taken out of my hands 
by sudden unexpected circumstances 

‘Atage 104 found myself sing along 
on my belly (was wearing protective racing 
Teather) of adit racetrack gt maybe SOmph 
after Ising contol of my motorcycle in an 
any half it tack rae, Right behind 
the at the time were several oncoming com 
Petits and all could think of was that 1 
Faia get outa there before I got ran over In 
2 classic example of how thee sons down 
When the adrenalin rsh comes om, T cooly 
Utermined fo thrust my arms ahead of me to 
tring my slide toa sop so cou eral off the 
track Wrong move, his turned my slide ito 
{rolling tumble, but eventually I stopped and 
Grawled tothe side of the track, al before any 
fone Behind me had overtaken me. At mo time 
fia anything resembling panic welled up In 
Ine, was on familar solid ground (t wasn't 
the ist spl) and I came trough unscathed 
Sches and pains fora few days afterwars 

‘Asam not a good swimmer [ have 
always had tha lurking concer about going 
Gverboad fom whatever small boat Iva 
‘The pid 1 alvays wear would provide neces 
sary Rotation while contemplated hat to do 
Shout it but was afaid that being thrust out 
omy element would bring on panic. So once 
Sage 54 when my kayak pp over when 
ot sideways toa shor step wave while pad 
fing with ends on Cape Cod, Idd that same 
thnsting out of my arms to stop my aling ot 
ofthe cockpit. Wrong move, this timed the 
power inva sor of sallow dive as my pd 
Keprme from going deeper Panic had ensted 
fs was in unfamiliar deep water Gt was the 
fst unanticipated tipover. My companions 
Fished omy aid and decided to make ts io 
2 prctce rescue, They succeeded 

T have expevinced no such moments in 
the ait Other than fling in commercial iin 
ers insulated from ouside at 3000" where al 
thatempty space blow likeall hat dzep ocean 
Seater) does not era my’ unfortunate aropho 
bi, my only ying was in smal planes af age 
18 ind ort fayatleaming to fy: Never got 
past student license, the unessoning fear of 
Felehts brought on too much pant 

So toy 1 paddle my kayak on fatwa 
aioe Re tt nie sald pana 
nearby. [sill motoeyele fon quiet meander 
ing back roads) with the resssuring_ con 
dance of now 70 years on two wheels en solid 
found Inthe i Ta ove toy one of the 
Iotorized hang sliders ata local private chub 
tire ased by them, but Lknow what would 
appen when | got about 50" up and looked 
Coen at that soll ground too far below ne 


On the Cover... 


In late August Hurricane Harvey came ashore on the Texas coast right through Rockport, 
where regular contributor Michael Beebe lives and this issue's cover show's what happened t6 
his backyard boatyard. Mike reports that the damage was not as bacl as it looks, he tells us more 
about Harvey's impact on the lives of Rockporters on page 17. 


From the Journals 
of Constant 


Waterman 


By Matthew Goldman 
Constantwaterman.com 


Will his be the lst time I get to wet Moonwind’s anchor? Ie has 
come to selling my beloved boat in order to pay our bills, a our Colo- 
nial Cape in Mystic hasnt sok. We are both unemployed and eking 
but a precarious existence from our respective crafts 

So here I swing on acool November morning between Old Lyme 
and Old Saybrook up the mouth of the Connect 
the full moonrise last night and a photo of this 4 
took the Whitehall fora row about the marshes a couple of miles: nd 
now enjoy some French roast and my notebook here in my cabin. 

‘Were Ito indulge my fantasies, my dreams, I should ever thus rise 
toa dreamy davim with none but bins to embrace me. You hear the poet 
in me, so long submerged, surface to express my inmost yearnings. 

‘And you, my friend, what are your immost yearnings? Does your 
spirit crave love, or expression, or immortality? Are you satisfied with, 
Or resigned to seventy summers? How many, how few remain? Will 
Your ultimate sun go down in the sea witha string display of color. or 
‘vill some grim mist lide up and over your soul? 

Do not expend a moment in contemplating your grace or lack 
thereof. Exult! Create! Share! Shout your amazement of this work! 
‘Though you be bound by a wheelchair forever, pick up a plume and 
share yout sprit; pick up a brush and portray the force of life; pick up 
your flute and cause the world to ry. 

‘The marshes behind Great Island spread stilly this morning. 1 
wiped the dew from the Whitchall’s thwart, greased my leathers, and 
Shoved off into the nearly bird-deprived dawn, The estuary behind 
Great Island lay a hundred scant yards abeam. | made the turn into the 
broad stream ined with tall phragmites. 1 saw one osprey during the 
course of an hour, Few litle Birds were abroad, it was eerily quiet. No 
fish jumped, no boats went by, no revelation leapt from the Whisper- 
ing reeds. I explored some narrow culde-sacs, poling with one oat 
T'Siraggled amid the yellow grass; I stretched to embrace the sky. I 
glided upon the ebb tide to return. 

"Moonwind awaited me patiently, as always. She understands my 
‘moods, and seldom objects to my forays and divagations. 1 made a pot 
of oatmeal and put some raisins into iI made a second cup of cotfee 
fnd scribbled inthis journal stowed as muchas lcould in my quarter 
ierth and washed my dishes 

Being but ewenty miles from home, Moonwind's home 1 should 
there was no need to look ata chart or plot a course or confer with 
Uncle Aeolus, I started my motor, hoisted my main, and unemployed 
my anchor. headed into the wind and hoisted my” jb. The six-knot 
breeze and the running tide took me back out to sea.1 pated the Jetty 
Lighthouse a fond farewell and seta couse for old number eight, that 
tall red bel that les beyond Long Sand Shoals. Once around that it's 
Sixteen miles due east to downtown Noank and the wind was out of the 
‘vest and the tide would abet me another couple of hours 

Thad but to twiddle the helm and muse on morality. We are sen- 
tient beings, you and I, wit receptors designed to fulfil our every desire 
‘We are generative, in the physical sense, we mst attempt to prove oUF 
spiritual genius, “Dust to dust, ashes to ashes,” mouth the Lord's many 
Iinisters, Lo! We are all of us minister aller our fashion, and the dust 
tve become shall nature those plants that sustain some future spirit: and 
the ash we become shall cradle another ember to warm this word 

My genoa slatted and [needed to pay attention lest Iie. I scuttled 
forward and set my preventer. | headed up a few degrees and sheeted my 
genoa snugly. revived myself with water and amealy apple. 1 wandered 
halfway out tothe Race where the tide and current were having an alte. 
cation, but lft them tit and jibed and headed back toward the mouth of 
the Thames. Off Pine Island Preset my preventer and wang out my Tags. 
Traipsed my lat few miles wreathed in beat. 

"The melted sun had drooped halfway to the sea when I fetched 
West Cove. dropped my mainsail into her lazy jacks, unhanked m 
Jibsand kicked my basking fenders over the side pulled the Whitehall 
Alongside and told her she'd been a good girl uttered around the end 
of Piet 'D* and whispered into my slip," Life should be this easy." 


Matthew Goldman aka Constant Waterman 
‘Author & Illustrator — (860) 912-5886 
‘To view and purchase my books and cards please visit: 
http://www constantwaterman.com 
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Glen-L Marine Designs 
60+ Years Serving 
Boatbuilders Worldwide 


* 300 Exceptional Boat Designs 
* Row/Power/Sail 5-ft. to 55-ft. 
* SUP & Surfboard Kits 
© Epoxy & Boatbuilding Supplies 
* Underwater & Deck Hardware 
Full-sized patterns & detailed phase-by-phase in- 
structions enable anyone to build their dream boat! 


SPECIAL OFFER 
* 288-page Book of Boat Designs 
* Free Dinghy Plans 
° Free Shipping 
* Free Supplies Brochure 
* $9.95 Coupon off first order 


Send just $9.95 to address below 


“Not in my wild- 
est dreams could | 
imagine this when 


1 will NEVER build another 
boat unless it’s a Glen-L 
design.” ~Ker 


“Your plans for the 
Amigo are remark- 
able. Very complete 


~Mark 


Glen-L Marine * 9152 Rosecrans Avenue/MA * 
Bellflower, CA 90706 * 888-700-5007 
Online Catalog: www.Glen-L.com/MA 


“Messing About in Boats, November 2017 — 


A Power of Old Rushtons 


Been doing a power of old Rushtons, here's 480 years’ worth of them 


at once, 
Mason Smith, Long Lake, NY 


10 Get Out 

Lovely “Commentary” on your ‘Tall 
Ships excursion in the August ins. share 
Your going into Boston reluctance with my 
‘wn nearby colossus, New York Cty 

My sailing is limited to our 10° Tvinka 
and I'm lucky if T get out at all seem to 
have forgotten how toback up a trailer, need 
help dropping the mast and taking it out of 
the boat My 90-year-old muscles involved in 
lacking out ofthe harbor complain a fot but 
do get out andi is stil fun, 

Harold Wolfson, Larchmont, NY 


1 Won't Give Up 
We have moved into a modem “Old 
Folks Home” due to health issues, leaving 
‘behind a house to be sold with my large shop 
and several generations of tools. But I won't 
ive up yel. My second generation Wind- 
Surfer has shrunk over several redesigns but 
‘might ultimately have some features useful to 
other readers who have had to downsize. It 
‘may now have to be equipped with a chain 
saw, peevee hook, come along and ladder to 
climb slippery bankings of local ditches pass- 
ing for rivers. 
Jim Wonnell, Saline, MI 


This Magazine... 


Always a Pleasure 
It always is a pleasure to receive MAIB, 
usually other things get set aside when it 
arrives. Best wishes 
Walter Giger, Wethersfield, CT 


And From More Loyal Readers 

We look forward to receiving and read: 
ing MAIB every month. We love the stories, 
the photos and especially the Classifieds. We 
enjoy your “25 Years Ago in MAIB” series 
and the British DCA sailing reprints. Keep 
up this good work. 

‘Your loyal readers. 

Rona & Lee Trachtenberg, Faithaven, MA 
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Adventures & Experiences 


‘Steamboats at Sunrise 


‘Steamboats at sunrise on Raquette Lake with the Marion River 


‘entrance in the ba 


Poet’s Corner... 


We had been out all night. 
I had the watch, one to four 
With all the rest sleeping below, 
Going down, broad reach, 
From Block Island south. 
‘The stars overhead mirrored 
In the phosphorus wake, 
An easy riding swell hid 
‘And revealed the lights 
(Of fellow travelers, 
Freighters heading for the shipping 
Lanes of New York harbor 


We tried to time it for daylight hours, 
‘But wind and tides didn't always cooperate 


T would watch for color match 
Of red and green. Collision colors. 
Steering a course by binnacle 
‘And wheel made my tired mind 
‘A blur until I spun round 
To stretch, refocus. 

Coffee cold in the cup. 


‘The constellations overhead had moved 
‘Through the sky, crossing in the rigging. The 
‘mast drew cizcles in the firmament. 
‘Dawn erept across the swells 
Catching wavelets with pinks 
AS the wind died momentarily, 
Welcoming the sun, 

Atlantic City was our destination. 

Cape May just a little too fa, this time. 


round. Lake water was warm in August but morn- 
ing air temps often dipped into the 40s creating this lake fog. One boat 
already has fire lit and a tail of light smoke can be seen over the boil- 
fr's stack. The other launch awaits the engineer's aival so it too can 
become ready to answer bells. This lake is also popular with canoe and 
kayakers as itis part of a longer paddle route trom Raquette Lake to 
Utowana, Eagle and Blue Mountain Lakes with only one short camry 10 
bbe made. The museum at Blue Mountain Lake is really great. 
Kent Lacey, Old Saybrook CT 


Barnegat Bay 


Recalling coming north a few years ago, 
Trelinguished the helm and went below. 
| remembered looking for Barnegat light, 
Made it a museum ashore, 
‘Some navigational aid. 


Fog rolled in, Seas started to rise 
“And swell. Fog thickened 

‘The harbor approach seemed ominous 

With the yet unseen, long rock ete. 
Tooked out att all 
From the forward hatch 

And then, rolled onto my bunk, 
Not my watch 


I raised four kids, 
Buried one wife, 
Married another, 

Nine grandchildren, 
‘Nine more by marriage. 
My daughter calls, 
Anguish in her voice, 
‘Adesperately sick child. 
‘My heart opens. I listen: 
Wanting to take the burden, 
‘Wanting to fix itll, 
Knowing I can’t 
Not my watch, 

I say to myself, 

Not my watch. 


What the Publisher says... 


‘The fire extinguisher; the airline safety 
card; the lifeboat. Until September 11, 2007 
most Americans paid homage to these appur 
tenances of disaster wih a sidelong glance 
ifat all, But John Stlgoe has been thinking 
about lifeboats ever since he listened with 
his father as the kitchen radio. announced 
that the liner Lakonia had caught fre and 
sunk in the Adantc. It was Christmas, 1963, 
nd aiding travel and Cold War paranoia had 
made the images of a ocean line's distess 
the ar force dropping supplies in the dark & 
freighter collecting survivors fom lifeboats 
scem like echoes ofa bygone era 

But Stilgoe, already passionate reader 
and an aficionado of small boat navigation 
began to delve into accounts of other dias: 
ters at sea, What he found was a trunk of 
haieraising stories of shipwreck, salvation 
seamanship brillant and Inept, noble sat 
fice, sanity cannibalism, courage and ca 
‘enness, even scandal. In nonfiction accounts 
tnd in the works of Conrad, Melville, and 
‘Tomlinson, fear and survival animate and 
degrade htiman nature, inthe microcosm of 
fn open boat as in scicy at lrge 

Hos lifeboats are made, rigged, and cap- 
tained, Stlgoe discovered, and how accounts 
oftheir use or misuse ate put down, says much 
Shout the culture and. eicunstances from 
‘which they are launched, Inthe hands of a 
Sl! historian such as Sg, the hfeboat 
becomes symbol of human optimism of 
engineering ingenuity, of bureaucratic regula- 
tion, of fear and frailty. Woven through Lie- 
Jot boat are good old-fashioned yarns, hl 
ing tales of adventure that will uicken the 
Pulse of readers who have enjoyed the novels 
ft Patick O'Brian, Crabwail by Ginter Grass 
fr works of nonfiction such ay The Perfect 
Storm and Inthe Heart of the Se, But SU 
00, whose ather works have plumbed subur- 
Ban culture locomotives, and the bore ult 
‘ately after bigger fish, Through the humble 
‘chignored ieboat, its design and naviga- 
tion anfd the stories ofits ultimate purpose he 
has found a peculiar lens on roughly the past 
to centuries of human history, particulary 
the war-tossed, technology-deiven history of 
‘man and the sea 

ohn R. Stigoe, Robert and Lois 
Orchard Professor in the History of Landscape 
at Harvard University, isthe author of numer 
ous books, including Borderland, Metropol 
‘an Corridor, and most recently, Outside Lies 
Magie and Alongshore. He lives on the coast 
of Massachusetts, where he sas ship's le 
boat from Newfoundland, built in 1938). 


What the Reviewer says... 


First ofall you should understand that 
was predisposed to like this book. The author 
has been a fong time subscriber to MAIB who 
has offered ongoing encouragement for ou 
elfons. Fanher I have tead several of bis 
books on the effect that humans have had 
con the natural “landscape” in which Wwe have 
ome to dwell. Iwas fully expecting another 
tea ead and was not disappoint 

‘The publisher’ comments dwvell on the 
good old-fashioned yarns, tiling tes. of 
saiventire dat will quicken the pulse of eal 
fs. and they aze there aplenty. The authors 
examples of ship disasters range far and wide 
Given hs emphasis I want o mention two oer 
aspect of hishistory of ifeboats tat aight 
Sateion ouside of the umn deat 
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Review 


Lifeboat 


AHistory of Courage, 
Cravenness and Survival at Sea 


By John R. Stilgoe 
University of Virginia Press 2003, 
ISBN 0-8139-2231-6 Hardcover 


Reviewed by Bob Hicks 


The “waterbome moment” when the 
lifeboat at last (often after much hassle) gets 
afloat with its passengers alongside the sink- 
ing ship is a defining one when the passen- 
‘gers and crewmen have to part company with 
the apparent safety and security of the large 
vessel (Hloating hotels in the case of the large 
passenger liners) and clamber aboard tiny 
‘open boats that appear to offer scant chance 
‘of survival on the open ocean. The author 
introduces this topic thusly 

“In the 1930s researchers discovered 
patterns of traumatized mind-set among sea- 
men and passengers in waterborne lifeboats 
‘and determined that mental stress sometimes 
resulted from the experience of lowering 
the boat and the waterbome moment, rather 
than from the lifeboat passage itself. Fear of 
deserting a great ship became fear of what the 
‘great ship might do as it sank. 

To the researchers, the shifting fears 
were as relevant as hypothermia and sea. 
sickness to an understanding of lifeboat sur- 
vival. “When his ship goes down, a man’s 
Whole universe goes with it,” asserted sur- 
vival expert Alain Bombard in 1953. “Even 
if he reaches a lifeboat, he is not necessarily 
safe.” Certainly the lifeboat may be crushed 


against the hull of the derelict or capsized by 
waves bouncing from it, But un the cast 
"vay shill his Toyalty from the sunken ship 
io the feboat, he risks being consumed by 
terror of despair. “He sts, slumped, contem- 
plating his misery and can hardy be sad to 
belive. 

‘The complex, mentality of men and 
‘women tli touch with a deck affects thelr 
tudes. Rationally, many crewmen and pas- 
sengets abandoning ship knew thatthe sh 
towering above their ifeboat might not sin 
iter all, that it might become derelict and 
remain derelict for days. Less than rationally 
ieboat cexaways hoped that the damaged 
ship would remain ‘aloat, and feared. that 
casing off falls and painter meant severing 
Connections with possible set.” 

“The second feature that | felt strongly 
attracted to was the description of the BR 
ish Board of Trade Lifeboat, about which the 
sshole book prety much evolves. Here is the 
authors inital introduction to this boat 

“prom Prank West's Lifeboat: Number 
Seven: "The lifeboat was one ofthe standard 
Board of Trade type, clinker built and with a 
hl form similar to whaler-ponted at beth 
ends, West wrote of his mierocosmo-be 
“She” was twenly-cight feet long, wilh a 
tensfoot beam and depth of three eet ine 
inches” Copper buoyancy tanks. ran aon 
tach side, covered by longitudinal thwarts, 
Sd a the same height ean Tour cross thwarts 
from which seated men could row. A smal 
forepeak and stem locker held supplies and 
drinking ‘water, beneath the cross thwarts 
byead lockers contained food, and inthe fore 
most cross thwat stood the twenty foot-ong 
tas that carted a lugsa In two paragraphs 
‘West sketched the sort of boat hat Fitante and 
Lisitania and Empress of Ireland launched 
decades earlier, that Drow took into the 
Dunkirk shallows, hat Moral wished for du 
ing squalls that tens of thousands of steam: 
ship passengers had glanced at during bor 
ing lifeboat dlls sine the 1890s, Sometimes 
‘tlle, sometimes larger, by 1940 gceasion- 
lly buit of sel rather than wood, the Board 
of Trade lifeboat existed around the word as 
Sn anactof experience and egultion, 

‘Anywhere Britannia “made por in 
Europe and the Americas ducing the peaceful 
years before 1939, alongshore fishermen and 
‘ther mariners might glance at the lifeboats 
ranked along its sides and see not Anchor Line 
Sherence to Board of Trade regulations but 
Siallcraft cousins to traditional local oats 
ted by tradton-minded local fishermen In 
any pats of western Europe and around the 
Brita isles, even landsmen glancing from the 
rows of canvas-covered lifeboats tothe smal 
fshing boats bobbing elsewhere Inthe harbor 
Imight make the connection. 

During the depression, when many dev- 
tes of vanishing sailing ships began Took 
ing at sailing shipera details, both seamen 
tnd landsmen found tational small fish: 
ing boats described in books like R. Thurston 
Hopkins's 1931 Small Suing Craft. Pro: 
vets of deepening lnterest in artifacts that 
Sill rected skills nd attitudes tat seemed 
to be disappearing from the high seas slong 
‘with fullgged sailing ships, such: books 
emphasized the pointed ster and lugsal ig 
of so many seaworthy smal erft sailed by 
Highly’competent men. The lifeboats slung 
in davits aboard Britannia resembled tradi 
tional, very small fishing boas intended to 
‘work fara sea and ative home safely laden 
with fish and they rellested, oo, older at 
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tudes toward seafaring, especially seafarlng 
in heavy weather 

But they didnot speak, atleast 0 expe- 
vienced seanen,of whaling and whalebosts 
Despite naval use of the tem whaleboat 
and even though nineteenth century whaling 
boats are double-ended, the Board of Trade 
Hfeboat owed almost nothing 10 the nat 
row, lightly built, extremely fas boats whal 
ing ships caried for almost century. The 
\haleboat existed to carry a harpooner and 
Tour of five rowers, harpoons, and tubs of 
coiled line alongside a swimming whale. No 
‘ne intended a whaleboat to transport heavy 
fargo any more than anyone expected itt 
Stay afloat in storms of make long passages 
Despite detailed descriptions of whaleboats 
in all sorts of nineteenth century. books 
However, steamship. passengers and other 
Tandsmen unhinkinely considered the dou 
ble-ended wwhaleboat to be the prototype of 
the double-ended ship's lifeboat secured in 
chocks and davits aboard steamships Inreal- 
iicthe prototypes of Board of Trae lifeboats 
‘were both far more traditional and far more 
modem small craft. 

Perhaps the most traditional ofall Bit 
ish small fishing boats, the sixareen of the 
Shetland Islands descends from Norse ves- 
sels traceable to at least AD. 300. Hundreds 
of years later, the larger double-ended, lap- 
Strdke Viking boat that evolved ftom the 
Smaller types teniied anyone outside of what 
isnow Scandinavia, fort signaled the aval 
of raiders in craft capable of landing where 
no harbors existed. Simpy bul ts planks or 
Stakes overlapping each other lengthise In 
‘Way tat improves watertight integeity, adds 
Strength ad tps enough air a the boat 
moves forthe hull to ride on a pata cushion 
of bubbles, the Viking longboat ranged far 
under oars ad sal, Ieoamed at wil round 


of this boat and so far has restored one for 

leasure sailing/rowing on the Massachusetts 
south Shore near where he lives. Read on 
‘and enjoy. You will find that he is one of us. 


Conclusion 


On the horizon, the orange hyphen in 
the blue begins to foreshorten. watch i, my 
stnglissed eyes natrowed against the Bind 
ing sun The range hyphen vanishes su 
denly, bicked by the big rudder head juting 
up over the ster of the lifeboat. 

Tris a hot day in. Massachusets Bay 
jst east of Boston Harbor, and a rae one 
Windies The iboats becalmed, its Iu 
sal lowered and stowed on its yard, thet 
Ter lashed amidships, the twelve-foot-long 
sh oars pulling slowly but regularly. The 
fd wisdom, at feast alg the south coast of 
Massachuseits, holds that a man produces a 
quarter horsepower when rowing. Ist ull 
Gn the oar with both hands, and think. Does 
the old wisdom mean a man rowing an ordic 
nary pulling boat, one oa in each hand? Does 
itmean tht together, my wife, Debra, and [ 
produce a balf horsepower? “The. lifeboat 
moves seadily but excruciatingly slowly 
cross the glassy sea. Tes exactly low tide 
Inten, perhaps teen minutes, the incoming 
se wl poss cet that wll help us 
long. Debra, hidden behind sunglasses her 
self glances over her shoulder now and again 
at Boslon Harbor light, judging our progress 
Telose my eyes and pul. 
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Since Debra saw the ist lifeboat delv~ 
ered oma ter tuck and unloaded between 
fur henouse and vegetable garden, she hes 
Stondered bout the deeper sigmiicances of 
lifeboat passage making, That lifeboat all 
twenty-six fet oft now sits inthe barn cel 
lar minis its cabin and other accoutements 
inlled n'a nid 1950s conversion, Stripped 
ofits plywood elements, proved in need of 
Sears of pare time repa that | might or might 
Dot fa tn retirement 

‘The net ifchost slighty smaller, rived 
on a slighty smaller tuck, needed work, a 
Stole stake removed years eal in an abo 
{ve repair had never been replaced, one gun 
sale need replacing, two thwart lay broken, 
tnany stakes needed refastening and the keel 
Pots ad tobe replaced ina job as fly and 
txtausing as John Levis deserbed in Smal 
our Conversion, bat the work. progressed 
Inonth after month, even on winter weekends 

Debra started iting weights when We 
found the fist put of antique oar. Eve 
other evening, the barbell and’ dumbbells 
Stent up and down, At another antique shop 
tre found another pat of oats and our teen 
{ge twin sons began muttering motinusly 
‘sloomy chandlsry produced another pate 
‘Adam and. Nathaniel grumbled. about hit: 
ing the high school weighting team, A 
Green Harbor spar maker and rigger arrived 
tn the bam, measured and fused in grow 
ing delight, and returned with a igsing 
model, The new-made lugsail rived rom 
2 Virginia sal maker but did nothings to stop 
Sweightliting and murmuring, and event 
Ly new spats arrived fon, “Oh yes," insisted 
the elderly men sopping by tse the projet 
inthe barn," wil sil. Bu always tke the 
our Always" 

Debra glances at me, keeping perfect 
pace, smiles slight. “I just want Jou t 
Know leant do this forever she says nod 
“You know, every other man on this const 
has an engine I nod again, supgest drifting 
2 while and having 8 Coke, open my eyes: 

see the hyphen, Moving fast the bone 
cof white water ints teeth, the Boston Harbor 
Pilot Boat is bearing down on us, LTook over 
mny shoulders stare around 360 degrees. and 
See noting, absolutely nothing that explains 
the teanng burst of speed. The pilot teat 
fn allsweather,wellnigh cylindrical craft 
Capable of coming alongside any oceango- 
ing vessel in almost any seas, Now and then, 
itreseues distressed mariners. know it has 
Powerful engines but I have never thought 
Brit moving fast bein to tink aout coli 
sion and wander about the competency ofthe 
people behind the moked sla windows OF 
the wheelhouse, Then I realize 

“he pilot boat erew has seen a lifeboat 
pulling slowly into the outer reaches of Bos 
{on Harbor, Nota converted isboat, Nota 
boat that resembles a lifeboat, Bua real ie 
boat, double-ended, one big hook juting up 
forward, nother jutting up af, is rudder 
Ghamned tothe hull 

Before T can think what to do, what to 
say, the orange boat throes back, slows, and 
‘cers slightly. A door opens, andaman cary~ 
Ing. bullom steps ott ae 

Dra slides her oar inboard and waves, 
abi, ong-armed, happy wave 

Several more men burst fom the pilot 
house, stare, then slowly. wave back. The 
Pulot boat slows almost dead inthe wate 
foe what they see 

‘A pette, buzz-cuthated avin 
woman, fer yellow and green bikini to 


wisps against her skin, her smile as dazzling 
2 the sun 

"The men wave once more and step 
inside to airconditioning, Instanly the pilot 
boat accelerates and swings away, a long 
foaming wake behind i 

Debra slides her oar outboard, takes off 
hersunglases and says, “Those guys have an 
engine. I bet they'd give mea lik 

T promise her an engine. Ten minutes 
later we see the first rifle that announces a 
breeze, and tent nutes ater we are cried 
upon the stem sea, the lgsal set and draw- 
ing beautifully, our nameless lifeboat sailing 
east. Debra hoids the sheet and tiller, squirms 
fut onto the guna, grins, and says, Well 
let's see what speed we can make, okay?” i 
nod, and wonder again at my experiment 

T'wonder a lo. 1 wonder atthe looks 
people give the boat atthe comments people 
take, at what a lifeboat means now 

in Boston Harbor the lifeboat causes 
comment, Everyone knows it is a lifeboat 
Lite children point and yell: older people 
stare and turn tb talk about it. One peasire 
boul after another comes alongside for look, 
some ofthe biggest ones scaring me as they 
approach and seme ofthe fastest ones scaring 
mie even worse, Speedboas crewed by #a8° 
les of guys come alongside, their oceupants 
Pointing, shaking ther 
the same, pretty much 
usual one, “How od sit?” 

Despite its glossy_paint, Stockholm- 
tarred rigging, new lugsall and oiled spars, 
the boat strikes everyone. at a relic’ Yet 
itis not a museum piece, for al it ts so 
many heads. We wear no period costume 
Inswimsuit or faded blue shires and Khakis 
in high-tech white sunscreen fabric or tiny 
Tango Rose bikini, we might be any man 
and woman ina Boston Whaler or fiberglass 
sloop. We have no castaway look abouts 
Forvard are the most high teh of storage 
boxes, a big York Bor filled with everything 
from a compass to flares, an Otter Box for 
my camera and Debra’s cell phone and pager, 
other boxes for Debra’s scuba-diving gear, 
selfconsuming portable tilt, The boat i no 
Flying Dutchman, sailed from some. 1930s 
past ito the ne millenium, 

Bt in some ways i afronts people 10, 
especially when it nes gracefully through 
the confused waves and currents ofthe est 

Y mouth, That boat small compared with 
ihe big fiberglass ‘cabin cruisers around it 
tides so smoothly seems to imitate the occu 
pants of boats ot meant 10 cross oceans 
Even the ‘Coast Guard, patrolling ‘aboard 
inshore-waters-only boats, scrutinize the old 
lifeboat: inspecting it close up, as one Coast 
Guard officer told me, might lead to embar- 
tasting comprisons of safety equipment. 

her times the lifeboat stikes me asa 
sort of godess for whiom doors are opened 
and dravbridges raised. One summer day a 
fiend andl sailed intoan East Boston marina, 
hhving consumed our supply of Coca-Cola 
Made fast against the pres floted. yacht 
aller yacht, some on passage fom Florida 
to Maine. The marina dockhands all young 
men, spotted the lifeboat, gathered in a group. 
‘waved and shouted, "Come on, we'll make 8 
place for you.” Muscling aside two towering 
Yachts, they made a place indeed, exclaim 
Ing over the boat, selling us the Coca-Cola 
sve craved, then providing ice forthe coolers. 
‘Above the ice machine a sign announced ice 
at ve dolars a bag. The young men laughed 
and told me ie is fee "toa bout like that.” 


[A few hours later, moving. south, we 
encountered Pride of Baltimore, the tops 
Schooner owned by the city of Bakimore as 
2 sort of worldtnveling ambassador. As we 
passedeach other on parallel courses, is helms. 
nan sung ou, “What a beauiful bot! and is 
crew waved wildly. But then agsin, Pride of 
Baltimore ships a crew fond of ok ways. 

‘Maybe the lifeboats not so much beau 
til as iis glamorous inthe old meaning of 
the term, something touched by glamoure 
by enchantment. 

People over forty-five or s pay the life- 
boat a sustained attention that fistates me. 
Only rarely can I stop. come about, sil near 
Some wharf or urban promenade and ask what 
they think and even then Lam self conscious 
ft seeming to beg for compliments In Bos. 
ton Harbor, among the docked steamships, 
See crewmen looktp from thet jobs and sop 
and stare hard at the leboat, then tun and 
lance atthe lifeboats slung in davits against 
the day the high-tech lifesaving devices fall 
then glance back and wave, Sometimes olde? 
men watch the lifeboat nase Into a beach or 
dock, then shout, "Here come the lst Titanic 
survivors.” Onlookers laugh. Do they think 
of shipwreck, ofthe wartime years whn life: 
boats focused the attention of so many chil- 
dren, of Hitchcock's film? 

‘Younger people see the boat 25 some- 
thing else Over and over they ask itis one 
Of the lféboats fom the 1988 film Tinie 
Until I learned thatthe film's lifeboats had 
been sold, supposedly for $10,000 each, I 
Could not imagine how anyone acquired. a 
prop from a film. Isaw the fm twice, sulk- 

about its lack of verisiilitude and ert: 
ical because in the final scene the lifeboat 
probing among bodies seemed a bit low in 
the water 

‘Now and then elderly men approach and 
stare and sometimes turn aay. shaking theit 
iteais, Only arare one speaks: What thy sey 
troubles me. lam ao expert in collecting oral 
history, and Yankee alongshore men incline 
toward tacitumity hard to crack, They know 
times to tlk, especially about World War I 
fnd times tobe silent, and old age encourages 
Silence: But when they talk to me about the 
lifeboat I listen, knowing that asking ques 
tions fs a privilege belonging to men older 
than 

“That's a good boat in anol fire” look 
up at the old man staring down st me from 
the finger pier. Itis March, cold and raw and 

flashed the lifeboat to its 
aller and backed it inch by 
inch down the launching ramp, hoping to find 
a devious leak in its stern [look ap from the 
bilge a the old man bundied against the cold 


and wait, nodding my interest. He considers. 
then speaks again, “They gave us ste! life: 
boats in 43, Said wood boats didn’t belong 
in trkers, Fits thing out we get ht, abar 
don, and the steel boat oats around in the 
bhuming oll like a frying pan, red hot. A wood 
boat bums and doesn’t heat up and it gets you 
fvay from the fire, Nexttime out got 

sling tanker with wood boats. 

Task sofly what happened that tip. 
Wrong question, He shrugs says “Made Liv 
erpoot and rubs his running hose. The left 
Site of his face is pale, scarred from a fire 
Tong ago. “Take cate of that boat, “cause it 
wll take care of you." he says and. walks 
Of, shaking his head. I see the water pool- 
ing around my fect. and grab the pencil and 
puper I brougit to sketch the whereabouts of 
the leak. As fast as I ean, I write down what | 
think he said. 

Task around. Steelmakers tll me they 
use wood, usually two-by-fours. to skim the 
dross flosting slop molten steel. anything 
metal melts The two-by-four burns, but lasts 
Tong enough for the job. Pethaps fie twisted 
the metal lifeboats that vexed postwar con- 
version experts, but nowadays, not. many 
Bmateur boaters think to take a wood lifeboat 
through an oll or kerosene or gusoine fie 
(Once one starts thinking about it fire proves 
Surprisingly absent fom contemporary su 
‘ivalafter-shipwreck guidebooks mandating 
lifesaving appliances made of fiberglass and 
other pasties. 

Any sort of fre, pethaps especially an 
electric one, can ignite the diesel Tuel that 
powers almost every oceangoing vessel. If 
the fire does not ipnite the fuel a flare most 
certainly can In the dark. aboard an inflated 
raft, castaways may well toss overboard 
flare straight into the middle of ful, igniting 
itand destroying their raft and any other rafts 

ght inthe spreading blaze 

So ships stl cress oceans carrying a 
traditional ifeboat, not as the primary sur 
‘val vessel perhaps, but one with a special 
purpose. Ifthe cfew of the ship must res 

s, especially people caugl 

fre, al the high tech rafts prove almost use- 
Tess. Into the inferno must go a boat capable 
of withstanding high seas and fire together, 
the boat no raft yet replaces, Descende rom 
the traditional lifeboat, that boat endures a 
‘memorial to the araifact in my Bar, 

For 150 years, oared, lugsail-rigzed 
Board of Trade lifeboats saved fives nal 
sorts of citcumstances. Now one of the last 
boats sails around on summer days, making 
ime smile and think and lear, 

Te performs splendidly. it can be trusted 
to behave iielf Designed to care for its 


shocked and disoriented passengers during 
the waterborne moment when they can do lit- 
te for themselves, to be sailed by landsmen 
if necessary to make @ passage in the wake 
if the Bounty launch, to manage gales and 
surf, it sails now as an antique, but it sails 
‘and rows exquisitely, 

Tt whispers of times when they, whoever 
they are, do not come to help. 

The lifeboat, long ago secured beneath 
davits and canvas cover but now sailing on a 
July afternoon, reminds everyone that things 
‘go wrong, Ships sink. Skyscrapers collapse 

It speaks honestly and bluntly of a way 
‘out of trouble that depends on no one but its 
‘castaway occupants 
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The Lifeboat Disaster of 1886 


and its lasting influence 


Reprinted from Dinghy Cruising — Journal of the Dinghy Cruising Association UK 


Part One, The Captain's Story 


The Mexico left Liverpool on Sunday, 5* December 
1886, bound for Ecuador. Four days later she was at the 
mercy of a violent WNW gale, heavy seas and freezing 
showers of snow and hail. 

She was a barque of 492 tons, built by Oswalds of 
Sunderland in 1860 and launched as John Bull. Messrs 
Ostling Gebruder of Hamburg changed her name to 
Mexico when they bought her, presumably because she 
was destined for the South Atlantic trade. On the eve 
of the disaster she had been chartered by Bulmans of 
Liverpool to carry a large; valuable and rather exotic 
cargo to Guayaquil on the west coast of South America, 
so she was at the start of a lengthy and arduousjourney. 

Mexico was a happy ship by alll accounts, and 
Captain Burmester an experienced and capable 
captain, well liked by the 12-man crew, some of whom. 
had been sailing together for as long as thirty years. 

She had a Liverpool pilot on board until 12:00 on 
Tuesday 7th December, when he was discharged at 
Point Lynas on the northeast tip of Anglesey (53° 25 
North, 4° 17° West), rather than at the Liverpool Bar 
Station, a choice usually dictated by bad weather or 
the request of the Master, but itis not likely that signs 
of the storm were evident at this stage. 

Good progress was made, and at 22:00 the Isle of 
Man lights at Douglas Head and Langness Point were 
noted, but by midnight the wind had built sufficiently 
to blow her off course, and it increased steadily to a 
full gale with heavy rain, hail and mountainous seas 
throughout Wednesday 8 December. 

‘At 03:00 on Thursday 9th the Great Orme light was, 
sighted through the murk, a bare 12 miles away, and 


The Barque was developed 
from the Brig, firstly by the 
addition of a mizzenmast. Both 
of the brig's masts are square- 
rigged, with the mainmast also 
carrying a large fore-and-aft 

Big sail. No forand-aft sails on the 
barque'sforemast and mainmast 
~ squaresails only ~ but the 
mizzenmast has only fore and 
ait sail. Captain Burmester cut 
away the Mexico's foremast and 
mainmast, in extremis, leaving 
the mizzenmast. 


Barcue 
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throughout the day her situation became steadily more 
perilous until at 13:00 a sight of the coast showed that 
the barque was caught between St. Anne's Head and 
Formby Point, completely at the mercy of the gale. She 
could not sail close enough to the wind on either tack 
to weather the headlands. She was embayed. 

By 14:00 all hope of getting away from the coast was 
abandoned, and as the gale was raging unabated the 
efforts of the crew had to switch from attempting to 
sail her off to gain sea room to taking all measures that 
might slow down her drift and reduce the catastrophic 
effects of contact with the lee shore 

These entailed dropping the fore and main masts 
and cutting away the lee rigging and as much running, 
gear as possible, which would be deadly if allowed 
to wash around the decks in the inevitable turmoil 
later. When the weather shrouds were severed the 
foremast went overboard, smashing the ship's boat, 
and the house* on its way, plus the starboard bulwark. 
It took over 30 hellish minutes to get the mast clear of 
the bowsprit. 

‘The soundings taken as they began this work had 
shown initially as 14 to 17 fathoms depth (84 feet to 102 
feet /26-31 metres). Later soundings showed that they 
were in 12 fathoms (72 feet / 22 metres). They started 
to work harder to drop the mainmast, a bigger and 
more dangerous job, 

Darkness was falling as they cleared away the main 
top. This must have been a terrifying time, reflected 
in their attempts to hold her to two bower anchors, 
which parted their cables almost immediately, one 
at the windlass. Soon after, the second mate found 
only five fathoms, 30 feet (9 metres). They must have 
known then they were about to strike. A smaller anchor 
with a five-inch rope warp was deployed — and lost 
immediately. 

Itis worth pausing to understand fully the agony of 
mind as well as body endured by the Mexico's crew at 


John Rigby tells me there was a persistent belief in his family 
that even the wheethouse was intentionally stove in by the crew 
to reduce windage, in the attempt to slow her remorseless drift 
‘east, Burmester’s testimony at the Inquest suggests the forward 
‘house! was wiped off the ship by the falling mast, which also 
wrecked the ship's boat, and certainly there was great storm 
damage tothe rest ofthe ship's superstructure as well, She was on, 
her beam ends atone point. Intentionally smashing the doghouse 
would surely have allowed a lot of water below ~ perhaps too 
risky an action for very litle benefit? 


this point. A ship blown before a gale in huge seas can 
‘roll with the punches’ while itis on the move, as it is 
mobile and alive, even if incapacitated. Once itis stuck 
on the seabed it becomes no more than a half-tide rock, 
washed from stem to stern, taking the full force of the 
waves. Vessels rarely last long under such treatment, 
but the crew are likely to be swept away immediately, 
even before the boat founders. This is why we learn 
from many accounts of shipwrecks that they take to 
the rigging. They may not be secure up there, even 
when tied on, and sooner or later they will come down 
violently with the spars, but the first impulse is to 
escape those raking seas and the risk of being stunned 
by displaced equipment or cargo. Captain Burmester 
must have weighed the decision to dispose of the masts 
and their windage against the dire consequences of 
condemning his men to the chaos ofa flooded deck and 
a swamped hulll later. The mizzenmast and its ratlines 


‘Showing a Flare’ — a Victorian book illustration, but not 
inaccurate. The men are in the rigging up above the sea, which 
is washing the decks. One of them is tied on. The flare, identical 
tothe Mexico's, would have been made on board using an iron 
bar around which many strands of old rope would be wound 
and tied off, perhaps prepared first like the strands of unpicked 
old rope (oakum) used to make'baggywrinkle' anti-chafe gear. 
The business end would be dipped in spirits of turpentine (the 
real thing, not white spirit) and ignited. Turpentine burns with a 
bright white lame. A 

‘equipment from materials readily available on board. 


sxample of how sailors fashioned effective 


remained upright, as was probably intended, but they 
had run out of time anyway. 

Between 20:00 and 21:00 on Thursday, December 
9th, the barque drifted helplessly past four black 
buoys on her starboard side, which may have marked 
the Penfold Channel, and touched ground on Horse 
Bank in the Ribble Estuary, off Southport 

No doubt with a heavy heart and no clear 
understanding of where they were now in the 
darkness and the storm, Burmester ordered flares 
to be lit at 20-minute intervals, right through to 
midnight, as the Mexico drifted and bounced further 
in, It was a necessary procedure but also a kind of 
admission that he could do no more for his barque 
and her crew. Now they had to rely on others seeing 
their signals, and trust in their goodwill to launch 
lifeboats into this maelstrom with only an outside 
chance of rescuing them. 

Burmester testified at the Inquest later that, 
miraculously, they saw a green light in answer to 
their first signal and a second one some time later. 
This was confirmed afterwards by the lifeboat crew 
who showed the light as they sailed straight over to 
the Horse Bank from Lytham, aiming at the wreck. 
‘They showed the second light when they lost sight of. 
the barque's flare. The ship continued to answer their 
lights with her flares, right up to their arrival within 
30 yards of the Mexico, Then the lifeboat appeared on 
their starboard side, ‘two points before the beam’* 
and ‘took us away about a quarter past twelve.’ 

Burmester checked the watch in the skylight 
and was certain that his vessel struck and took-the 
ground finally at about ten minutes past twelve 
Incredibly they were away in the lifeboat about ten 
minutes afterwards, according to his testimony. The 
lifeboatmen could be no more exact than ‘between 
12:30 and 1 am’, but of course they were very busy! 

As we shall see, the actual rescue was much more 
dangerous and violent than the phlegmatic Burmester 
implied, but they were all taken off safely, despite one 
of his crew falling between the two vessels and having 
tobe hauled back by his head. Captain Burmester was 


| * Like many skippers right up to the close of the 19th 
‘century and after, Captain Burmester would have used the 
‘Mariners Compass rose, which was graduated in points, 
‘not degrees. ‘point is equivalent to 11.25°: for example, 
between North and Nomh-by-East, or between WSW and 
SW-by-W. So there are 32 ‘point’ in 360%, al wth their 
‘own names that were instantly recognised by helmsmen, 


Suppose for the sake of argument Mexico was lying on a 
North-South axis, with her bows pointing to Magnetic North, 

then the lifeboat would have appeared 30 yards away on 
‘8 compass bearing of East-North-East, which is two points 
north of due East, the alignment of the starboard beam. Of 
‘course it did not matter which way the barque was pointing, 
as an imaginary perpendicular from the beam of the ship 
‘was Burmester's datum, so "two points before the beam’ is 
a precise bearing relative to the barque 
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probably th last to leave, just after 
his first mate 

The seas broke continuously over 
the Mexico during the rescue and the 
lurching of the barque as she dug 
herself into the sand made it hard to 
use the ropes to board the lifeboat. 
The Mexico was not completely 
stuck fast in the sands until they 
were leaving her, it seems. 

The lifeboat showed a green 
light once they had cleared the 
barque and raisd the sails, to let any 
watchers on the shore know that the 
rescue had been effected. The boat 
sailed right back to Lytham, after 
the Cox momentarily considered 
putting in at Southport. He must 
have been a fine seaman, well 
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able to think coolly under this 
kind of pressure, and probably 
anticipated rightly that the risks 
would diminish a little on a falling 
tide as he approached home, which 
was a good seven miles away across 
the covered sands of the Estuary. 

Judging by the various clock 
times recalled by Cox Thomas 
Clarkson and Captain Burmester, 
it seems that the lifeboat averaged 
about 2.5, occasionally 3 knots on 
her homeward trip, with the storm 
hitting her just forward of her 
port beam, This sounds entirely 
reasonable and helps to confirm the 
various references to the time of day 
as being essentially correct, within 
fairly close limits 

Burmester testified that they 
got back to Lytham at a quarter 
past three; the crowd at Lytham 
estimated their arrival at 3:30am, 
some said 3:10. 

Thomas Clarkson and Captain 
Burmester remained adamant that 
they saw no other lifeboat, but 
Burmesterdid say thathe heard one 
of the lifeboat crew remark, ‘There 
is the Southport boat on a truck on 
shore’, at about half-past twelve as 
they were clearing the Mexico. 


Captain Burmester five days after the disast 


As the lifeboat neared its home 
shore, ‘Numbers of people began 
to run up the sands, far away 
westwards, and as it was sighted, 
the crew were greeted with a shout: 
Have you saved anybody? From the 
boat came the immediate response: 
Twelve! and this was followed by 
ringing cheers. 

They escorted the Mexico's crew 
to the Railway Hotel in Station 
Road, where Thomas Rymer, the 
landlord, provided for them. At the 
entrance to the hotel Burmester was 
still capable of turning to the crowd 
and addressing them, struggling in 
a language alien to him to say that 
he thanked "... everyone in your 
town for the gallant manner in 
which you have this night rescued 
me and my crew. 

His men must have felt that 
their salvation had bordered on the 
miraculous - all saved and no-one 
harmed in saving them ~ but soon 
they were to be confronted by new 
horrors. The sea had not finished 
with them, nor with the lifeboatmen 
of the Ribble Estuary, and with 
hours the cheers of the Lytham 
crowds had died on their lips and 
were forgotten, Keith Muscott 


and seven of the Mexico's 


‘crew around the same time 


A favorite place of mine to order 
hard-to-get books ite Lbrarum in East Chas 
tham, NY. Sharon Lips finds books not av 
ble on Amazon and fs a much nicer person to 
tive money to She and her husband also cross 
the Atlantic onthe Queen Mary 2. They were 
board on my last passage, although we did 
not run into each ofher P'd not met Sharon's 
husband Pieter, now retired from the city. He 
took up his interest late in 
aime a boat captain, and Petr 
became a taltoad engineer, licensed to oper 
ate locomotives anywhere inthe U.S. of A 
He is an engineer out of North Adams, MA. 
on the excursion railroad 
Peter shared another interest in common 
with us: a Hurst and Nickerson Adirondack 
SKif- Hurst & Nickerson both had worked for 
Rushton in Canton. NY before striking out on 
their own, They built canoes and guldeboats, 
Pieters was saved through the edfors of bis 
mother, and Pieter has replaced a couple of 
eces expert. An original top stake is of 
Epplewood This ski is somewhat large, per 
hupsa lake camp boat It measures 17 over 
allpand weighs SOIbs. Peter left us tobe the 
engineer of the Hoosac Valley ‘rain Rides 
for the afternoon. | ordered” book from 
my childhood that seems aot to be found in 
libraries anymore, SOS To she Rescue Itis on 
ite way to me By mail a5 [type 


Pieter Lips" Hurst & Nickerson Adirondack skiff. 


Access tothe water is something to be 
preseivad and enjoyed: Hudson, NSF hasta 
Mery enlightened sll boat access. policy 
‘hele waterfront park sa pleasure. futon: 
ally and sesthetcally Hk but a shor valk 
iron the Arak tats station to hs park At 
the park Hudson Cruses embarks pasengers 
Ont ther tre vessels: the Marika luxury 
eruiser the Spi double-decker ou bos! 
that Captain Stan Wilcox skippers and a pon 
toon fy that eosses the ero Alben Ea 
thy and Saturday evenings, weather permit 
ting. during ihe summer boating season. The 
fey accommodates bikes and once Capa 
Sia as ake if they took dogs, He replies, 
Se oven take elon 


Hudson Athens 


Spirit approaching the 
Lighthouse. 


be 


Notes on a Recent 
Hudson River Visit 


By Derek Van Loan 


Spirit on the Hudson, 


As, there ae tours tthe nineteenth 
century, Hiudson/Athons: lighthouse on ts 
island inthe river, Access f the interior Is 
mostly unlimited from the living, quarters 
below up info the old lamp house; Cooking 
helio’ and all hat a fara needed in pst 
days are stl thete. There are video ine 
‘ews with the lively woman, now inher 905 
Wn grew up inthe lighthouse and walked to 
School over the ice, winters 

Active in the cause of geting folks out 
onto ihe iver is the Hudson Stoop Clb 
Despite losing some watectat in a ware 
house fre rcently there's a Catalina 23, and 
oxher craft members navigate withthe help of 
folks who make reservations to go ut, 1 met 
three club members. ona lazy Sunday, Adam, 
Sam Meret and Alea, Bret Miler fiend 
tras also thre, a8 was Trevor | especialy 
Ioved thee sytem for keeping the canoe pad 
dle rom going missing: i's shovel Secing 
three individuals in a canoe, Sam, Adam and 
‘lela propelled with asquare-tocd shovels 
both musing and enlightening 


Aleia, Sam and Adam of the Hudson River 
Sloop Club with favored canoe paddle 


Downriver in Kingston, is the popu: 
lar and thriving Hudson River Maritime 
Museum. We arrived there just as the last 
‘two workers on the miniature Hudson River 
sloop. Woody Guthrie were closing up 
shop. This vessel was built for Pete Seeger 
in 1977, and first launched here. Volunteer 
Vince Farina referred me to Captain Steve 
Schwartz. They both took time to speak with 
me and, having done a litle building myself, 
Ihave some idea what they've accomplished. 
‘The shop is fairly well outfitted, complete 
with ship saw. They've milled much of the 
wood for the project. All the ribs and planks 
have been replaced. There's an engine aboard 


this vessel now, but Steve spent many hours 
‘at the sweeps in conversation with Pete. This 
developed into a lifelong friendship between 
Pete and Steve. This sloop has the most inter- 
esting and graceful swooping entry. 1 look 
forward to Seeing the river slide by this hull 
‘once again 


Vince Farina, volunteer at the Hudson River 
Maritime Museum and long ago friend of 
Pete Seeger. 


Capt. Steve Schwartz and the Hudson River 
sloop Woodie Guthrie at the Hudson River 
Maritime Museum, 


‘The river as viewed from the town of Hudson, 
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A Summertime of Paddling and Projects 


Norumbega’s 2018 WCHA 
Assembly Project 


For the 2018 WCHA Assembly Auction 
‘we had planned todo a restoration of Chestnat 
Indian Maiden, avery rare mode hat woul be 
good ft wih the Assembly theme for 2018 
Gfiesmut Canoes. and. Bill Mason. Macky 
Mongold generously donated the canoe and 
auld it fom Florida to Paul Smiths where 
tee moved it ftom one tart noth for he 
tip to Massachusts Unforamatly, when the 
faoe got hee a quick inspection revealed that 
the canoe was oo far gone to be a vable proj 
tct-almost every rib would need tobe replaced 
Slong with most ofthe planking, the inwaes, 
tual, and the spectal Indian Maiden deck 
‘The best place for thi, epretbly i going fo 
Bethe bum pe 
‘With the indian Maiden off the table it 

came time to come up with a plan “Bor this 

rojct, John Fitzgerald came across an ad on 
{he Maine Craig’ List foran original Chestaut 
bailing form that had come out of the fae 
tory when hey shut down in 1979. This would 
be perfect, we could make brand-new Chest 
nut canoe Homan authentic fctory form! 
‘Alas, not oe, Jeff Mom an | took some 
time on July 22 to travel out to Charlemont 
MA to inspact the form. What we found wag 
Boum fora 19705 vintage Chestnut "Deer 
Gvhich was the od Pal” tat they mee to 
be wider and deeper than the onginals, nota 
really petty canoe, and te form was in ver 
poorcbnlton, having been eto the weather 
for many years, I would be a major projet 
just to ge the form back to usable coniton 
So. we et the form in Charlemont 


oF 4.18 ALAA DDONEII 


This building form is in pretty poor condi- 
tion; has not moved fom this pot for years 


Now we have progressed to Plan “C”. 
Continuing with the theme Chestnut Canoes 
and Bill Mason why not build a new 16" 
Chestnut Prospector, Bill Mason's. favor- 
ite canoe? Here at the canoe shop we have 
‘a Prospector form that can be put to use and 
‘a new build would be a good learning expe- 
Fience for our members who have perhaps 
done some repairs and restorations but not a 
now build. 


Drawing from Song of the Paddle by Bill 
Mason. 16° Chestnut Prospector “Fort” made 
from 1922 until 1979 in Fredericton, NB. 
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With the Norumbega Chapter WCHA 


On September 11 we got started with 
eight members here at the canoe shop work: 
ing on parts and pieces. We were steaming, 
sawing, planing and sanding all morning and 
by midday we had two stems, two inwales, 
‘and 40 ribs ready to go. 


Keeping busy as John Fitzgerald runs rib 
stock through the table saw. 


Father’s Day On the Sudbury 
and Concord Rivers 


On June 18 we retuned to the Sud 
bury River for our 13th Annual Father's Day 
Outing, paling fom Shermans Bride i 
Weyland tothe Minuteman National Park 
Site atthe Old North Bridge in historic Con- 
cord, MA. Once again lohn Fitzgerald was 
the tip leader paddling with his mother Sue 
find Sadie the dog in the 1914 Old Town 
Ideal. Son Brendan soloed in the 1953 Peter- 
borough 12” pack canoe. So far, Brendan is 
the only one who has managed to paddle this 
tender lite canoe without gomng over. 


Sue, Sadie and John Fitzgerald enjoying the 
ride in the 1914 Old Town 


Amiving at the putin at Sherman's 
Bridge the weather Tooked as if it could go 
either way. rain oF sun, but by the time we 
had the canoes launched and the ear shuttle 
set up the clouds disappeared and we had 
bright sunshine for the rest of the day. With 
slight tlwind it was a very easy paddle 
dovmsteam all the way to. Concord. Turn 
‘out was good this year, we had a let of 11 
Wwoodicanvas canoes, 19 people and one dog 
Fatispting pow asec crowd fone 


‘Canoes and canoeists gathering atthe put in. 


Other attendees this year included Gary 
‘and Diane Amirault in their old Morris, 
Roger Andrews paddling solo in his Charles 
River Courting canoe (We still are not sure 
of the maker of this one) and Stuart Fall in 
fone of Jeanne Bourquin's canoes made in 
Ely, Minnesota. Barclay Foord, a member of 
the Delaware Valley Chapter traveled all the 
way from Kinnelon, NJ to paddle here with 
his friend Peter Dragone from Concord, they 
paddled Barclay’s 18" Old Town Guide. Bar- 
clay won the avward for traveling the furthest 
distance for the event! 


Barclay Foord and Peter Dragone in the big 
Old Town Guide, 


Miss Deborah and I paddled the yel- 
low canoe from our Stevens Canoe Works, 
we were met at the bridge in Concord by son 
Daniel and Christy Riberio. Jeff and Mary 
‘Ann North joined in paddling their red Car- 
leton canoe. Made in 1921 the Carleton has. 
been in their family for many years, 


‘The Norths in the Carleton and Barclay 
Foord in the Old Town 


‘The O'Brien family arrived with two 
canoe ona Volvo, Grand Shelly pale 
the'To°Moms andthe Boys, Cole ad Finn 
ted the 13° Old Town Trapper, Another 
troup of long distance taveles, the Smith 
family tom Farmington, NH, came with a 
To Gertiah Zack Aitanda and Aube pad 
dled the old Geresh which hasbeen receatly 
restored by Zack ian early open gunwale 
Canoe with an inetesting way of placing dll 
Sate rail caps on both the inwale and outwale. 


Zack, Aubrey and Amanda Smith gliding 
‘long in the Gerrish canoe. 


After launching and paddling to about 
the halfway point we stopped for a short 
break tout usual landing spot ona point of 
Jand in Fairhaven Bay where we had time to 


‘compare canoes, ask questions and stretch 
‘our legs before continuing down river. 


‘Taking a break at Faithaven Bay 


At the takeout, we all gathered on the 
picnic benches right next to the Old North 
Bridge where the first shots of the Revo- 
lutionary war were fired in April of 1775 
‘Today's bridge is a replica of the original 
which floated away many years ago, our leet 
gf canoes was lined up along the shore just 
downstream from the bridge for all the tour- 
ists to enjoy. 


WCHA Assembly 


Assembly this year at Paul Smith's Col- 
lege was another fun time enjoyed by a large 
contingent of Norumbega members, counted 
17 of our members, there may have been more 
who T missed, The Assembly featured canoe 
accessories tis year, everything from paddles 
to folding seats to antique phonograph, there 
was a Tot to see besides canoes, 


‘This year’s topic was "Canoe Accessories” and 
this canoe had more than its share of gadgets. 


Every day the weather forecast changed. 
usually from bad to worse, however the 
expected rains held off for most of the time. 
‘There was a quick shower on Friday after- 
noon but, it let up enough for the paddle by to 
be held a’ scheduled, 

The annual auction was held on Satur- 
day aftemoon and for a change we did not 
donate a project canoe. This year the Three 
Rivers Chapter came with a 1941 Old Town 
OF- complete wi. anew sail and a complete 
sail rig. Kathryn Klos Campbell was the Wwin- 
ning bidder for this exceptional canoe. 


Inside the auction tent at the WCHA Assembly. 


Another auction canoe was a 1910 Old 
‘Town SOlb special that was in serious need 
of TLC. For a $100 bid Brendan Fitzgerald 
‘got to take it home to add to the collection. 
Greg Nolan was the high bidder on several 
items, Diane Amirault made a winning bid 
‘on a folding canoe seat and John Fitzgerald 
walked away with a gift certificate for a new 


Shaw and Tenney paddle. All proceeds from 
the annual auction go to support the WCHA. 


Robin Lauer shows how he uses a “Hot 
‘Tent” to extend his canoe tipping right 
into hunting season. 


John Fitzgerald, Bill Conrad, Robin Lauer 
‘and others inspect a 1905 1.R. Williams 
‘Canoe from Kennebunkport, ME recently 
restored by Dave DiVito of Rochester, NY. 
Williams was a small maker operating at the 
tum of the century, there may not be more 
than two of his canoes remaining 


Ss 


Gary and Diane Amirault in the paddle by 
paddling the Moms canoe. 


———— 


Stuart Fall participated in the paddle using 
his Jeanne Bourquiti canoe. 


Robin Lauer, John Fitzgerald and Macky 
Mongold spent some time looking over this 
long-decked Moms, 
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It was announced that next year the 
‘Assembly will be held at Trent University 
in Peterborough, Ontario. We were at Trent 
‘about ten years ago and it is a very good 
facility for our event, everyone had a good 
time. Peterborough is the home of the Cana- 
dian Canoe Museum and we will most likely 
hhave the opportunity to visit the museum and 
see the hundreds of canoes that are kept in a 
warehouse next to the museum. Most visitors 
to the museum do not get a chance to see all 
of their huge collect 


Tully Lake in July 


On July 22 a small group of Norum- 
besa paddlers drove out fo Tally Lake In 
Royalston, MA for a pleasant day of pad 
dling on the East Branch of the Tilly River 
fnd Long Pond, Fis to arrives usual was 
Larry Meyer with the new, to him, Old Town 
‘Trapper that he recently found in Cambridge 
MA The green tapper was bought new i 
1968, iis in excellent condition and rea 
formany more years of service before iil 
need its st e-canvassing 

Brad Chamberin came from nearby 
Greenfield ‘vith his 16" American Traders 
Satoe, Brads lucky, he can paddle here 
limos any time he wants, being so close to 
home, Alan Doty Joined the group ftom Con 
says MA with fis 15° rp built Prospector. 
out editor and Jeft Mori brought the Ste 
fens Prospector for this trp, the Prospector 
isa nice sable canoe, perfect for the Beaver 
dams that we found gh the Tully River 

Launching a9 30, we paddled upstream 
forabout a mile until we reached Long Pond 
sthich was as smooth ay lass fora change. At 
the farend ofthe pond the rver has formed a 
dsia wher flows into the pond he deltas 
heavily overgrown and it always makes itan 
baventure finding the correct channel leading 
tothe riverThstime sve managed to find cut 
way fairy quickly and we worked out way 
upstream tothe ist beaver dam, Here Larry 
{eeided to return to Long Pond rather than 
Hkamage he ew Taper we expected 
to meet up with hima the lench stop let in 
the moming, We chose to continue upstream 
ver several more beaver dams before tum: 
ing around and retracing our steps back to 
Lang Pond. . 

"Arving at the lunch stop on Long Pond 
se found no race of Lamy. s0, we continued 
back tothe landing and fad our lunch there 
Before cling day 


Jeff Momill, Brad Chamberlin and Alan Doty 
‘at the takeoit. 
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The Salem Maritime Festival 


On August $ we once again partici- 
mated in the Salem Maritime Festival at the 
‘ational Park, in Salem, MA, displaying 

ccanoes and passing out WCHA information 

to the folks who came by and took the time 

10 look at our canoes. Gary Amirault brought 

his early Morris to display, with fresh paint 

‘and varnish it attracted a lot of attention. Two 

Stevens canoes were on the lawn, the 16° 

Prospector and the Sweet Sixteen, 

‘On Saturday, Stuart Fall and Lawton 
Gaines helped out by talking to the show visi- 
tors and explaining to anyone who would lis- 
ten the advantages of wooden canoes over other 
styles. The attendance on Saturday was low 
because ofthe rainy weather early in the day, it 
cleared up and got busier in the aftemoon 


‘The Mortis in the foreground, the Prospector 
behind it and the Sweet Sixteen with a sail 
in the rear. Stuart is talking wooden canoes. 
with a visitor. 


On Sunday Doug Deyoe came from 
Acton to help and we were swamped vith 
isos asi was just a perfect day, bright sun 
with nie breeze off the water, We had the 
Sweet Sixteen canoe rigged witha sal and 
that seemed to attract To of Visitors tou 
tent. Again, We passed outa lot of WCHA 
pamphlets io folks, some of whom showed 
fntres in joining te organization 


‘The Charles River Trip 

August 19 started out foggy and misty 
with a promise of clearing, so, we all took 
fa chance and drove to Millis forthe Charles 
River trip, The last time we di this stretch 
of the Charles was in 2012 when there was 
{1 canoe and kayak operation renting boats at 
the put in. The rental operation is gone but 
the Charles Rivers sil ere and is 8 attrac: 
tive as ever. 

‘AmTving at the putin we were greeted 
by an unusual eanoe on a roof rack. Ittumned 
‘out to be a racing style canoe made by new 
member, Pete Olsen from Carver, MA. He 
and his friend Dennis teamed up to paddle the 
big, 18-1/2" canoe. Needless to say, they were 
inthe lead the entre trip, the racing canoe 
sue is fast! Pete reports that this is one of 
four that he has made from the same form 


‘Canoes on the beach at Rocky Narrows, where we stopped for lunch break 


Pete in the stern and Dennis paddling the rac- 
ing canoe on the Charles River 


Jeff and Mary Ann North from Belmont 
arrived with the Red Carleton from 1921 
and had help from Race, the black Labrador 
retriever. The lab is pretty good in the canoe, 
for the most of the time he sat quietly in the 
center of the canoe, but, every now and then 
hhe found the need to move around and you 
could see the Carleton bouncing a bit until 
Jeff was able to get the balance taken care of 


‘The old Carleton has plenty of room for three. 


Greg and Shelly O'Brien paddled the 
10915 16° Moms that always looks sharp goin 

down the iver, although they” are aways 
Slowed down a litle due tothe many photo- 
fraps that Greg takes along the way. Great 
plots, thank you Greg! Bids were in abun- 
{Ene onthe iver, we saw Great Blue Herons 
4 Green Heron, Swans, Killder. Cardinals 
find many more that we didn't deny 


Greg and Shelly in the 1915 Morris. 


Lunch ime found us at Rocky Narrows 
a Trustes of Reservations property where we 
pulled the canoes up on the shore and spent 
Some quiet ime a ths pretty spo. A few ik: 
er and bicyclists passed by while we were 
having lunch, afew of them took notice of the 
wooden canoes. Soon we were back on the 
river for the rst ofthe pt the damm at South 
Natick where the vehicles were waiting 


Sit 


MIDDLETON 


‘A Non-Profi@Qrganization, | 
Dedicated to Protectivgand 


Preserving Middleign's 
‘Streains and Wetlands. 


Reprinted from the Water Closer - Online Newsletter of the Middleton (MA) Stream Team 
Piscataqua River Great Bay Cruise 


Historic Portsmouth, New Hampshire, a 
small city with a great seaport, is less than an 
hour north of Middleton via an asphalt river 
that flows from the now suffering Florida 
Keys up into Maine. From the mouth of our 
Ipswich River on a fair west wind we might 
sail to Portsmouth in under half a day. Ports- 
mouth Harbor’s rocky entrance, the Pisca- 
taqua River, doesn’t shift as do’ the barrier 
beaches of sand that flank the Merrimack and 
Ipswich rivers’ exits to the sea, 

‘Some say the name Piscataqua degener- 
ated from Algonquian’s Peske (branch) and 
‘Tegwe (strong or tidal current); both suit this 
dynamic river and its large drainage well The 
Water from the watershed enters the Atlantic 
between Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and 
Kittery, Maine. 

‘The half-tide currents between the two 
reach four to five knots. In contrast, our 
twice-as-long Ipswich River has only one 
fifth the watershed area and relatively slow 
currents. The rivers in our area of the Gulf 
‘of Maine from Cape Ann to Kittery, the Ips- 
‘wich, Parker, Merrimack, Hampton, and Pis- 
ccataqua, are Very different rivers, 


Buoy #13, marking the Piscatagua’s chan- 
nel, bows to the river's. powerful cu 
renis. Here brackish water ebbing tips it 
towards the sea trom whence the Water 
came. Gudy Schneider Photo) 


Mighty Route I-95's current flows on asphalt from Maine to Florida. In 
the river below its bridge across the Piscataqua the current shifts direc 


tion four times a day. (Elaine Gauthier Photo) 


In mid-September on our annual outing 
ahout forty Midleton Steam Teamers and 
frends took, an early evening crise fom 
downtown Portsmouth ‘up the ebbing Dis 
fataqua into Great Bay and back. The large 
engines of the 50° long Portsmouth Hartor 
Gitise vessel labored against the stone cur 
fet ok 90 minutesao cover te 12 les 
Up om the tart and only 45 minutes oretum, 

“The fast moving water toiled around 
the huge columns supporting the Routes 1 
fand 198 bridges. In the days of oars and sails, 
Bont and ship movements were done on slack 
br favorable tides. The Old Closeter remem 
ters owing races in dores nthe Portsmouth 
arbor ares Two stong young men tying (0 
Duet the ebb and flood currents at peak Hows 
Sith oary stood stil and soon fell off and 
Stent withthe low. Races were planned for 
Slack lows or highs 

Despite the cumens, deep water in the 
narrows between Porsmouth and Kitty has 
fade this busy and wellknown Atlant sea. 
ppatince te eat 16s, For century before 
that fishermen ftom the “Old World" n small 
Ships no doubt used t when hee ising sping 
to al We know they ha fishing stations on 
the Iles of Shoals st six mules tothe east of 
shore, The half-doven granite Ilan ely 
English name was Smythe Isles, so dubbed for 
‘vatior, nteprener and explorer ohn Smith 

is and subsequent Heng stations 
the area yere among astoundingly ich waters 
thick with fish, nourished by the Pscatagua 
Riverand 600 are Grest Bay andtsix feed 
ing ves. Our crue ook ouroup up in the 
shallow, much warmer bay where about hall fs 
reas exposed muda at Yow tide Te captain 
Cited marine studies done thereto ring the oy 
{errand anadromons fish back ‘The ote ae 
Sill there, and heming return fo the Bays = 
ers each sping to spawn. Their numbers, ow 
ever, don't compare to eary colonial days and 
before, when fren mille natives octupied 
the coisa lands and water. 


Beneath the water at halide, unseen 
by the visitors, ae el grass meadows, mus 
tries for man) species that feed fish well 
Sut ino the Gull'of Maine: The eruse ship 
passed patches of floating eel grass thatthe 
Euent had torn loose and were enroute (0 
sea where they too would become fod 

Great Bay is sad tobe te second lrg 
est inand estuary along the east coast ofthe 
Country that is not directly connected (othe 
seh at pase UNH Jackson Lab 
‘Sere marine ie sstdied and oysters resis 
Tantto a devastating virus up ftom the Ches- 
apeake Bay ae being. developed, Stream 
‘Ramer Fran Masse and his oystering bud 
dies, who raked the Eagle River in Ipswich 
used to bring empty shells o Jackson Lal for 
tse a substrate Ate a composing pviod in 
uarantine sheisare speinkled in the bay for 
Blanktonc oyster vac to attach The tiny 
pat need hard surfaces as lifelong anchors 

"An encouraging sign indicating healthy 
bay habitats ave the stands of matre tees 
Zinow completely tinging the uplands sur 
rounding. Great Bay. The bay's habitats in 
ter of decreasing area areunderwater mead 
Cows of el gras, mats, saltmarshes,chan- 
nel bottoms, and rocky intertidal edges. The 
pastures and sawmills that once tinged the 
Bay are long gone, Manure and sawdust no 
longer ran off during rans and spring met 
‘The trees and ground cover catch sediment: 
the waters inftated among billions of soil 
fnganisms and a labyrinth of toot, Ground 
Sd runoff water thus cleaned Te bay 
now protecld by faw fom the discharge of 
sewage and indistial wastes throughout the 
Swateshed. Te ites of Dover and Roches: 
Torin the headwaters ofthe Pscatagua, once 
important ml towns, are now gui 

"The bridges crosing. the Piscataqua 
from New Hampshire are not quit, Trafic 
fon mighty L95 never ceases, Routes 1 and 1A 
Bridacs are being ebut One ofthe highlights 
tthe crise was hearing from recent teed 
manne heavy equipment operator and Steam 


‘The impressive bridge towers of Routes 1 and 1A are being 


rebuilt. Portsmouth is seen to the right. The once infamous U.S. Naval 
Prison in Kittery, on the Maine side of the river, can be seen in the 


background. (Elaine Gauthier Photo) 
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‘Team member, Leon Rubchinuk, talking about 
his work removing and repairing old bridges 
‘ver the river. For 27 years he worked from 
piers and barges, Texas to Maine, taking down 
and raising structures above and below the 
‘water. As we passed under the new bridges, 
Leon vividly described what has been done to 
make way for the new and what is happening. 
now in and above the currents as the structures, 
are built 


‘This osprey flies under a 24/7 stream of cars 
above on Route I-95. (Donna Bambury Photo) 


White riding the ebb back under the 
bridges the Old Closeteer thought about 
tidbits of Porismouth's dynamic history, & 
place very important in our country's carly 
trade and later wars. John Paul Jones super- 
vised the building of the new nation’s tig 
ite Ranger in Portsmouth from 178110 1789. 
Privateers pestered and proited from British 
shipping inthe Warof 1812. Inthe 20th cen- 
tury’ submarines were built and repaired for 
the world wars. The work goes on. 

“The Closeteer remembers when he was 
six in 1939 listening with his parents to the 
Tadio as the fatally crippled submarine SS 
Squatus and crew, down over 200 outside 
the harbor, were being rescued. Twenty-six 
not taken tothe surface ina recently invented 
Momsen diving bel perished. Asa child dur 
ing WWI, the Clossteer remembers hearing 
strange rumblings in the wee hours of the 
night. Stories next day that eame back from 
the shipyard were that a. U-boat had been 
sunk by depth charges just off the coast a it 
attempted fo approach the outer harbor. The 
State Parkin Salisbury was then an Army 
Anti-aircraft battery to protect the Portsmouth 
Shipyard twenty miles to the north, 

Portsmouth’s most famous international 
event was the peace treaty between the Rus 
sians and Japanese in 1906, arranged by Pres- 
ident Theodore Roosevelt The negotiations 
successively” proceeded under his supervi 
sion from Washington, The news from mod- 
em Washington, huricane Harvey in Texas, 
fhumicane Irma in Florida and all the shouting 
cover North Korea came flooding back tothe 
Closeteer upon the cruse’s return to lovely 
downtown Portsmouth, He was. somewhat 
reluctant to end the trip and go ashore. It 
hhad been an interesting escape into the past 
dreaming of days gone by and hearing of 
improvements in the water of Great Bay and 
the Piscatagua, which no longer sinks 38 = 
ers often did when he was a child. 
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Parker River Paddle 


‘The Parker River flows between the 
Merrimack and Ipswich rivers on our Mas- 
sachusetts North Shore as it meanders fifteen 
miles from Groveland to Plum Island Sound, 
In mid-September, several Middleton Stream 
‘Teamers and friends in two canoes and seven 
kayaks joined the flow at Middle Road in 
Newbury near Governor's Academy. The pad- 
ders put in among the cattails and leisurely 
rode easterly on a high ebb tide flanked by an 
ever saltier marsh of largely short salt marsh 
passes The brackish wateroving narrow 
fea catials were soon left behind 

Had the paddlers tasted the water 
enroute they'd have found it only moder- 
ately salty. The seawater that had come in 
‘on the moming’s flood tide had mixed with 
the freshwater runoff and groundwater from 
the upriver watershed. The total area drained 
by the Parker River and its tributaries is 82 
square miles. A morning fog had lifted: the 
‘world between the sky and water was lush 
‘green, Only a few distant Virginia creeper 
Vines climbing tees on the marshes’ edges 
showed the bright red of fall. Cord grass on 
the river's banks and salt hay grass on the flat 
hhigh marsh2 showed no signs of the caramel 
color they'll soon become. Here and there 
‘on the marsh small patches of glasswort had 
tumed shiny green to pink-maroon. 

‘While stopping for a picnic lunch on a 
knoll of granite atthe convergence of the Mill 
River up from Rowley, the paddlers found 
and tasted the reddening leaves of “pickle- 
‘weed,” another name for glasswort. One pad- 
dler found that those that had turned red are 
saltier than those still green. In years gone by 
this little succulent was pickled for use as @ 
winter condiment. 


Glasswort, a small succulent marsh plant, 
tums red in September. Paddlers from the 
Parker River are tasting the soft stems of this 
plant once pickled for use as a winter condi 
ment. (Elaine Gauthier Photo) 


‘The northeast comer of the picnic knoll 
was thigh expanse of ledge fing north 
{ast hal provid fine sew of the ver 
Su sat rsh AS the paddlers parked thee 
vessels in the cordgrass, a Newbury man 
‘Nin two young daughters passed by dlowly 
ina motor boat. Friendly, when questioned 
Aout the lege where they had stopped he 
Wolunicred, was engaged on ha Tock. [ 
Drought my bride-to-be out hte wha ag 
dnd ot of champagne She sald yea 

How could she have said otherwise in 
such a lovely place? The pats wondered 
fw many others had been counted In this 
Tovey estar painted and photographed so 
many times. Martin Johnson Heade of the 
Tiudson Schoo of luminst introduced or 
Salt marshes to the World In the TOIh cen. 
fury ter visis he’ and al other marshes 
Mahe the cast cous For ears the Clscteet 
Had paseo slong the legend tat the famous 
Heade painted with Prank Thutlo a New 
burspom atst and frame shop owner who 
did scores of marsh scenes. There is n0 evi- 
dence of ths, but examination ofthe men's 
Pulntogs strongly indiate a connection The 
Jounger Thue ho doubt knew of Heade and 
Tra fave been igpted by ham 

The, snack den prs climbed to 
a red cedar and ak fringed clearing the 
Kais top: As they ate and rested the od 
Ghoseoer ind Wed ack fo his days as 
Syoung boy in late Jul and early August 
Gn the sll marshes of Salisbury where is 
fandimother brought food anda feleshing 
Aolsscewater dirk called yitchel To het 
Fcband and helpers making hay: While they 
de she abo frees and eur in nearby 
Peuengll's Crick On catching an eal she 
would eteam, Mich amused, ne of the hay 
makers would van her and tke he squira 
ing ea of the hook 

Flere anda along the Parker's tial 
ater ion colonial tes I the early 20th 
entry skmost all the high marsh was mown 
ferssaltmeadow bay" the miles of rick and 
riverbanks Were also cut for cor gras tat 
ts toed before the Revolution for tate 
Some high marsh hay i sll cut for mulch 
‘The seeds won't sprout in upland sis Win: 
tericeeutse allcon grass which then ds 
inom the hghsunersides of no eater to 
Pile upon the shoulders of causevays: Somme 
eemiy gathered by the Closter is tee 
nile Oat beyond Route Asin fom the 
Dari beaches onthe ow vide fast grass 
Cutters might have brought home bask of 
slams ir they caught alow de and could 
Spare the ine. Avaboy the Cosecer dug sea 


View of the Parker River and its salt marsh in Newbury as seen from a knoll with exposed 
‘granite ledge. The marsh is less than 3,000 years old; the rack of the ledge is over 300 million. 


(Elaine Gauthier Photo) 


‘worms, which he and fiends use as flounder 
Dailson the same las 

‘Alter lunch the paddlers retumed to 
their vessels: The Water level had dropped 
two feet and dhe descent down the muddy 
bank to the Moating canoes and Kayaks was 
tricky. One spunky lady sid into the water 
up to her shoulders. Seam Teamer Glenn 
helped pull her out and into canoe. Asked 
by her Eaboe mate if she was all right and 
needed a dry sit, she said, "Feels good in 
this heat.” ‘ 

‘An easterly breeze rifled the water 
and replaced the hot humid ait asthe paddle 
down se beautiful, ever-videning Parker 
River resumed. Soon the ect passed under 
the Boston and Maine Railroad Bridge at 
half tide when tidal flows are at maximum 
\elocity. The Closeter remembered his late 
mother ielling how much she liked her daly 
Commute by rail to school in Boston almost 
Steentury ago actoss the several salt marshes 
Scen envoute to North Station, In too short 
time the paddlers passed under the new 
Route 1A bridge toa landing where they took 
cout and returned to being landlubbers 


by kay 


tide on the Parker River in Newbury. (Elaine 


With the tide they could have easily pad- 
dled another four miles down to Plum Island 
‘Sound and on to the mouth of the Ipswich 
River and the sea, or north up the Plum Island. 
River to the mighty Merrimack. As long as 


the gravities of the moon, earth and sun inter- 
‘act the tides will keep on coming. Humans 
hhave paddled these waters for 10,000 years. 
‘They'll no doubt continue in the estuaries of 
‘an ever-changing coast. 


Meanderings Along the Texas Coast 


A Visit from Harvey 


Harvey came and be went away leay- 
ing hind bere in Rockport, TX no only 
‘wrecked lives but changed ones aswel 
Some wil move on to better things, others 
will continue their downward spiral, down. 
‘ard iegardless of Harvey or not 

Had some friends over: for dinner 
tonight. We've know them for afew years 
how. I'was a rather quiet evening: and ctu. 
ally they stayed only a litle bit over and 
ihote They were off fo do laundry at another 
friends. Linda had been over to their house 
carlier this week, helping to cleanup. They se 
Sesto» 15° travel uailer: fom. about 
TTR0OsiThelrhouse isto bebuldozed tomor- 
row IV been hard on them, it's been hard on 
most everybody, they were very quiet 

‘Another fiend had to stay in town with 
his wife by: default when the outattown 
hotel called them and said. “Don't come”, 
they were shutting down. He said it was 
the roughest thing he's ever been through, 
specially when his twostory house stared 
Nibrating’He didnot suffer mich damage 
to his home, but Harvey dovmed 40 of s0 of 
his property's 58 ees, and then be turned 
round and gave his business tenant free 
pss on rent and tld the single mother who 
SSrenting his cottage the same thing 

‘Another, a neighbor, an ex-sbrimper 
stayed, asked him how the ride was. He said 
it was tough four times in as many sentences 
His brother down the steet also stayed, he 
used the Word “hairy” and he doesn't hor 
mally have much to ay 

spoke with hin on the phone a day or 
so afer Harvey left town, He described being 
exhausted every night Ian relate now that 
‘verre back. In the midst of the fist week of 
leanup he found the time to cover two of my 
broken windows 

‘At the hot food concessions, gratis 
the wa. the Flow in ehange area town 
pstr, st down next to me and asked Linda 
How she fet is operation was helping: Her 
reply, Think hit dhe nal on the ead "After 


By Michael Beebe 


‘working all day cleaning up the mess in this 
heat and humidity, geting fed and having 
no dishes todo was & Godsend." The acts 
Kindness by so many had me near tears many 
times, People going out oftheir way to help 
amazing, simply amazin 

‘Ons fellow? smal boat sailor came pe 
sling by the other day I'd so him a Mae 21 
mons ago. He didn have a dime a the time 
but he wanted a sailboat something fere. 1 
don’ trememberhis particulars an old vet ook 
him in. He had gotten a job punting houses 
fora local contactor. He'd come by nce in a 
‘while wo visithis gl. One day he eame by with 


2 $100 bill: he'd been saving his nickels and 
dimes. Said he'd have the rest in a couple of 
months. Asked if I'd hold it for him. I did and. 
he did. i also gave him a discount. 

Well he said Harvey took the house and 
the trailer but let hs litte girl unscathed. He 
‘was ecstatic with gratitude. His dream lives. 
‘The former owner of his boat a few years 
back had recently been thinking of getting 
‘another sailboat. Harvey took his house as 
‘well his dream. It was sad on both accounts: 
the house and the dream, 

There are no reasons for the dreams to 
die, but perhaps there is still a flame, still a 
spark left behind in Harvey's wake. 


‘My backyard looks bad but realy it wasn’t. In the early stages the boats filled with water and 


stayed put. Pumping and a good cleaning were all that was needed. 


es 
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Philip Thiel's report on the status of his 
prototype pedal-powered canal boat 
*Penichette” (see Messing About in Boats Vol 
10, No. 2, June 1, 1992) put me in mind of a 
canal tip I'd taken in Wales with my young 
family years ago. A little more reminiscing 
sent me rummaging through my book shelves 
until [found the log of the trip. While this all 
took place ever twenty years ago (could it 
really be that long?) I expéct that things would 
belittle changed if one were to travel that way 
today. 

‘The eruise through the canals of Northern 
Wales was a compromise holiday. We were 
tying to plan our vacation for the summer 
between two years spent working in the South 
of England, With only a year left in the U.K., 
my wife wanted to seé as much of the British 
Isles.as possible but wantedto bein a boat, any 
kind would do, We both wanted something 
which woulda’t coop us up with our three 
young children, then ages 9, 4 and 3. The 
choice tuned out to be excellent 

We began by reading travel brochures 
about holidays in England with children. Most 
of them would have required miles of travel in 
our rented Mini (the British version of a motor: 
ined roller skate). Out of the question. The ad 
from theInland Hire Cruisers at Rowton Bridge, 
Chester impressed us, Try as we might, noone 
knew anything about Wales. .. “as a cruising 
ground?” A little work in ouriocal library told 
us that the Llangollen Canal was the Welsh 
branch of the Shropshire Union Canal, While 
the main canal was still much used by working 
canal boats, the Llangollen branch was open 
only for pleasure craft. It was called “the most 
beautiful stretch of canal in the British water: 
way system, if notin the whole world.” 

Ven the charterer's brochure arrived, 
excitementrose. However, my suspicions were 
aroused when I read a fine-print paragraph 
stating that. “the hirer is not responsible for 
fines paid tothe British Waterways Board for 
loss of excessive water due to leaving the lock 
‘paddles open”. It dawned on me then, that we 
were to be our own lock-keepers. The initial 
panic was dealt with by a search for informa- 
tion. There were many books about the British 
anal buthey were ied wi minutia, about 
their history, their construction or their pictur- 
esqueness, but not a word about how to operate 
the locks. Finally, I found Canal Cruising by 
John Hankinson, published by Ward Lock Co, 
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London, 1967. Here was the complete canaler's 
uide telling me what to take, rules ofthe road 
for navigating the canals, and a complete de- 

seription of the locking system. However, the 

section on cruising through tunnels did itl to 

enthuse my wife. I read the book through a 

couple of times, and convinced myself that T 

was reassured. 

We arrived in Chester about noon oa a 
July Saturday. Chesteris a delightful medieval 
town that deserves time for exploration. We 
had no difficulty finding Rowion Bridge, in 
Christleton, Theboat wasn’t dueto be ready till 
3:00 pm (standard practice inBritish canal boat 
hiring) but we thought we'd take a peak at our 
next week's home. When we saw her, our 
hearts fell. She was all of the 28 feet, as 
advertised, but she was scruffy and showed 
‘many signs of age and abuse. She was liberally 
sheathed with well chaffed rubbing strakes. 
We were soon to realize the reason for ber 
scars. Her beam was 6ft 1Oinches. Many of the 
Jocks she was soon to passthrough were just 7 
feet wide. Some times a few brick ridges 
encroached further into the one inch of free 
«dom on each side. Idefy anyone to cruise such 
‘canal and take their ship through unscathed. 
John Hankenson stated... “if your boat is 
lunscratched, you're the first hirer.” 

‘We returned to the boat yarda litle before 
3:00 pm and piled the three children, and 
countless bags aboard. The groceries were 
already neatly stacked in.the cabin. They'd 
been ordered through the charterer and deliv- 
cred aboard by the supplier. Iwas then shown 
iy first diesel engine, a Volvo Penta 15.5 b.p., 
and given whirlwind instruction course on 
Operation and maintenance, We were shown 
the whereabouts ofthe lock key and the moor 
ing pins. Fifteen minutes Tater, we were en 
route leaving behind our charterer’s. hearty 
farewells and undoubtedly bis silent prayers 
for the boat's, if not our, safe return 

Knowing that all the charter boats were 
due to leave at 3:00 pm and with a set of locks 
just six miles up-canal from the boatyard we 
‘were prepared tore-enact the Spanish Armada’s 
‘encounter with the English Navy. Our worries 
were unfounded. As the whole trip demon 
strated, we never had toline up for locks, even 
though we were atthe height ofthe season, 

That first afternoon we travelled only 
seven miles and traversed one lock. We wanted 
to get the feel of the boat and find out just 
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exactly how the locks worked. The first six 
locks, which are on the Shropshire Union Ca- 
nal, are wide ones, which can take two boats 
side by side and two end-for-end, soitmade for 
an easier start, especially with other eanalers 
around for help 

The process of locking is basically one of 
letting the water do the work by allowing it to 
run down ill. There are no pumps. Youempty 
a Tock by opening the “paddles” which cover 
iholes in the down-stream gates. There is one 


paddle to open in each of the downstream 
gates. The “paddles” are opened and shut by a 
Fack-and-pinion mechanism which is worked 
with the aid of a “lock key”. This is an “L’ 


shaped steel erank-handle that has a square 
‘opening that fits onto the square ended spindle 
of the gear mechanism (Rule One: Don't leave 
your lock key back at the last lock, and for 
God's sake, don't drop it overboard). { remem: 
ber that the noise of the water rushing out of 
that first lock almost drowned out the shrieks 
coming from my wife who was trying to hang 
‘onto the boat by it’s mooring lines as the 
current from the water exiting the lock threat- 
ened to wash boat and family downstream. 
(Rule Two: Because there are few mooring 
points below the lock to tie to, and because 
‘wives have a distaste for being dragged down- 
stream unwillingly, when you disembark to 
take on therole of lock-keeper, leave yourboat 
about fifty yards below the lock). 

‘When the lock is empty, the down-streamn. 
gates can be opened readily by leaning against 
the long balance arms which counterweight the 
gates. A few extra moments of waiting, to 
ensure that the water levels on both sides of the 
gate are equal, is important. Otherwise, grunt- 
Ing and swearing are necessary. Once the gates 
are opened, the daring ean drive in, however, 
the cautious rope in. The wide locks are no 
problem, but driving into the narrow ones with 
an inch on each side. is a challenge. It also 
requires that the vessel be absolutely vertical 
AA light lean over the gunwale to check your 
‘whereabouts and you're jammed. 

‘Once in the lock, the gates are closed 
behind the boat, as are the paddles on these 
gates. An oversight here leaves a lot of water 
Flowing straight through the lock (hence the 

tential fines to the Waterways Board). The 
lock is filled by opening the “ground paddle” 
‘which covers the entrance of a tunnel in the 
ground that bypasses the upper gates. The 


inrushing water causes the boat to sashay vio 
lently, but the narrow confines reduces the 
problem of steadying the boat. After some 
experience, my wife leamed to control this 
‘with the engine while I was ashore lock-keep- 
ing. With the lock filled, the upper gates can be 

ed by pushing against their balance arms 
Ghceagaa afew moments of wating are wel 
rewarded. With that extra wait, our nine year 
old daughter could open most gates by herself 
After exiting the lock, courtesy dictated that 
the gates be left shut and the ground paddles 

‘Our passage through our first lock left us 
witha sensation of a complex jobnervously but 
successfully accomplished. Soon it was child's 

lay (literally). It provided a lot of action for 
the children and a usually welcome opportu 
nity to chat with local strollers, boat messers 
that liked to hang around locks, as well as other 
canal boaters who tended to use a lock stop for 
lunch, taking on water or checking outthe local 
ub (Which was often near at hand). The narrow 
locks could take on two boats end to end. This 
‘meant that the locking ritual could frequent! 
te shared with the her boat's eres whieh 
made it all even easier 

‘After our one lock on the first the day we 
patted anaher mile oso then moored forthe 
hight under the protection of the ramparts 
Beeston Castle. Mooring is a simple affair. 
You choose a spot, pull over, jump ashore. 
hammer in the mooring pins and tie up to them, 
‘The mooring pins are nothing more than steel 
spikes about eighteen inches long. These are 
driven into the canal bank with a small sledge 
hammer provided by the management. The 
boats also come equipped with a gang plank 
since the edges of the canals are usually too 
shallow to get close enough in to allow small 
fry to climb on and off. 

‘Along one side ofthe canal is tow path, 
alegacy from the daysof the horse drawn Canal 
boats. The tow-patl property is owned by the 
Waterways Board so you can moor anywhere 
along that side. Except ina very few places, the 
‘opposite side is also free for mooring. The 
choice of mooring site is almost infinite. We 
usually looked for an open field. This provided 
running room forthe children and frequently a 
wandering herd of cows or sheep as added 
entertainment. We were seldom far from a 
farmer or a small country store where fresh 
dairy produce could be bought. 

Life on board was comfortable. We had 
ample space (a forward cabin for our oldest 
child, a'main salon for the adults, a center 
cockpit, and an aft eabin for the wee ones), a 
‘good double-burner butane cooker as well as 
hot and cold running water. The galley was 
outfitted with a mind toward the absence of 
rough water and the anticipated English cle 
tele, Hence we were elaborately endowed with 
fancy chinaware and plenty of tea cups and, of 
wourse, saucers to match. This seemed the 
gpitome of messing about in boats; being in 

gland and cruising with a cup of tea 

Navigation was no problem. Itwas simply 
‘a matter of boating-by-numbers. We followed 
the canal taking sightings on the numbers 
‘which were boldly displayed on most of the 
bridges. We could then locate ourselves with 
the aid of the appropriate British Waterways 
Guide booklet. Those bandy books were pur- 
chased from the hirer. We had one for the 
‘Shropshire Union Canal and another for the 
Liangollen Canal. These showed the canals as 
straight lines to simplify matters and marked 
all the locks and bridges, as wel) as the spots 
‘where fresh water was available. also marked 


the location of emergency necessities such as 
the pubs, (Rule Three: Don’t loose your guide 
‘overboard..we did). If we had preferred accu- 
rate maps of the geography, we could have 
bought the British Ordinance maps 108, 109, 
and 110. At the time we were outfitting, we 
hhadn’t known about them. I'm sure they would 
hhave been an added pleasure, but were cer- 
tainly nota necessity. 

‘About 13 miles and six locks down the 
Shropshire Uinion Canal, we swung west into 
the Llangollen Canal proper, This became much 
narrower and extraordinarily beautiful. There 
were a lot of locks so we needed to pace 
‘ourselves evenly. I'd figured that sixty miles 
and twenty seven locks each way would be 
breeze, but it required steady going. I came 
across a very handy suggestion ima charterer's 
brochure. They suggested estimating a day's 
travel on the basis of Lock/Miles. “This is 
calculated by dividing the number of locks by 
two and adding this to the number of miles to 
be travelled. Thus ten miles and four locks 
‘would be twelve Lock/Miles. A comfortable 
rate of progress would be three Lock/Miles 
each hour.” T found this to be a very close 
estimate. You can see that the round trip of 120 
miles and 54 locks would take 49 hours, which 
‘meant roughly about eight hours on the go each 
day for a week's trip. If one had limited time, 
there are charterers who run one-way service 
and will ferry your car to the other end (for a 
price I'm sure) 

‘About 24° miles from the start of the 
Llangollen Canal, we passed through the first 
short tunnel (87 yards) and came oui 
Ellesmere Lake Country, as lovely: 
is romantic. Some twelve miles further, my 
wife's stamina was tested by the Chirk Tunnel 
(459 yards long). It wasa bit alarming to guide 
‘ boat through in pitch black witha half foot of 
leeway on either side. Ihad to duck my head 50 
asnotto scrape my skull, which made the going 
‘even more dificult. Leading the way through 
was abalf-moon of light glowing at the far end. 
Some boats bave a headlamp, but ours did not 
“My flashlight was a handy “aid to navigation.” 
T could see through the tunnel well enough so 
that I was not worried about meeting boat 
coming the other way. 

‘The other boats one sees are a constant 
source of fascination for the eana 
few horse-drawn boats are still se 
lused for the excursion trade. The 
Boats” (seventy footers with beam of about 
six feet) were once the domain of the commer- 
cial canal men. However, these have largely 
been converted into pleasure eraft, yet still 
Tain the decorative pint work wich was 
characteristic of the gypsy-like canal society. 
Most of these boats are steered standing up at 
the afierdeck using the huge traditional "S" 
shaped tiller which comes up chest high 


‘The most exciting part ofthe trip was the 
Ponteysyllte Aquaduct. This is a 1007 foot 
bridge 121 feet above the ground that supports 
anal full of water which you boat across. 
Started in 1795, it was completed ten years 
later. It is quite a novelty to look over the 
gunwale of your boat and see men playing 
ricket 100 ft below. Our first crossing was 
made with a sharp cross wind which forced the 
boat to scrape along the edge leaving only a lip 
‘of steel about six inches above the water level 
‘between the boat and nothing...I think my wife 
hhad hereyes tightly shut for the entire crossing, 
Llangollen, our destination was a traditionally 
‘quaint” Welsh small town, which by now may 
hhave changed, After a day spent there sight- 
seeing, we reversed our itinerary. The return 
trip across the Aquaduct and trough the tn 
nnels were a little less alarming, but none the 
less awe inspiring. 
Tfyouever wantto try this tip, you' Ihave 
‘a memorable time. Should you faney another 
stretch of the British canal system, there are 
bbundreds of miles to choose from, 


Why Did the Hunley Disappear? 


The Hunley Project 


‘The night of February 17,1864, the Confed. 
erate submarine HL. Hunley attacked and 
Sank the USS Housatonic off the coast of 
Charleston. She then mysteriously Vanished 
with her crew of eight. That night, history 
‘vas made and a mystery was born. The Hu 
Tey became the fist submarine ever to sink an 
enemy ship. But why had she suddenly disap” 
peared? What caused her to sink? And would 
she ever be found? 

Lostat ea for over century the Hunley 
was located in 1995 by author Clive Cussler 
nd raised on August 8, 2000. The innova 
tive hand-cranked vessel was delivered to the 
‘Warten Lasch Conservation Center, where an 
international team of scientists are at work 
to conserve the submarine for future gener 
ions and piece togeiher cues to solve the 
mystery of her disappearance 

the Hunley "Project is conducted 
‘trough a partnership with Friends of the 
Hunley, the South Carolina Hunley Comansis- 
sion, Ciemson University Restoration Insti 
tute; Naval History and Hentage Command, 
snd the Charleston Naval Complex Redevel- 
opment Authority 

For more information, call us at (843) 
743-4865 ext 14 oF ema info hunley org 
‘Take a Look Inside: The Hunley 


Crew Compartment is Slowly Emerging 

Tris no secret the crew Compartment Of 
the H.L Hunley the world’s fst successful 
combat submarine, was small. Conservators 
‘working to save the pioneering vessel have 
2new understanding of just how cramped 
nd intimidating it must have been for the 
cightman crew in 1864 when they cranked 
the Hunley into world history. Working inthe 
Stall confines of the eoughly tall hil se 
nists are using drills and small hand fools 
to lowly break off the concretion, layer of 
Sand, sediment, shells and corrosion pod 
ets, that bull up slowly over ume while she 
was lost at sea for over a century. The concre- 
tion completely masked the original surface 
fof one of maritime lore's greatest artifacts as 
Well as many ofits Ber operational features 

“The work can be exhausting, but love 
this job I get to watch the submarine come 
‘out of is shell and be one of the fist peo- 
ple to actually se the crew compartment in 
ver a century. Isreal very exciting” said 
‘Clemson’ University’s Warren Lasch Con- 
servation Center's Associate Director and 
Senior Conservator Lisa Nasanen 


‘ALook Inside the Crew Compartment 

The delicate effort to clean the crew 
compartment has already yielded some 
interesting finds: 


‘Human Remains Found 

A tooth was found in the concretion on 
crank position number 3, where itis believed 
crew member Frank Collins sat. His remains 
‘were buried in 2004 alongside his crewmates 
and others who lost their lives in the testing 
‘and development of the Hunley. At the time 
of his burial, several teeth were missing from 
his cranium. Forensic analysis of the skull 
indicated the teeth were lost after his death 
from decomposition, meaning the discov- 
ery of more human remains was not a totally 
‘unanticipated find, 
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From the Hunley Project 
With Thanks to Reader Bob Dalley 
for Alerting us to This 


Practical Desi 
‘The iron eran system was designed to 
address the vigorous challenges of crank- 
ing. Cranking forthe length of time needed 
to reach the enemy target ship was streni- 
tus work and no doubt caused muscle fatigue 
With Blisters and. sores. Tt appears thin 
etal tube wrapped loosely around the crank 
Allowed for easier work, The tube was then 
overed in'a cloth material, ikely meant to 
Solten and alleviate the rub n the hands. 


‘The crank before (top) and alter (bottom) 
deconcretion. 


Operational Discoveries 

Cleaning the inside is slowly offering a 
greater understanding of the vessel’ overall 
fperaion. A complex. series of features are 
merging showing the Huney’s design was 
tore sophisticated and dynamic than og 
nally dhought The Flywhee tat powered the 
propeller can now be sen as a clever piece of 
Englncerng. It has a sytem of diferent size 
gears that provided a positive tongue rao t0 
{uring the propeller. In another words, the 
complex gear system helped enhance the out 

ut of the crank-generated power, helpin 

haximize the impact ofthe crew's hard work. 


‘The flywheel before (top) and after (bottom) 
deconeretion. 


‘The Deconeretion Project 

nil "recently, the "concretion com: 
pletely’ covered the’ vessel both inside and 
fut, Its being temoved so a conservation 
tteaument can be completed to ensure the 
Submarine is preserved for our generation 
and the ones fo come. It has beet mill 
year process with several different phases 
2 Bln entrio of the submarine as 
cleaned ofthis enceustation. Then, in 2016, 
Scientists moved thei work to clearing it off 
the interior They have started inthe forward 
nd aft sections of the submarine. These are 
the more complicated areas, holding the Cap 
tains station and key navigational fools sugh 
2s the tlle, gears and levers that controlled 
ih rider and dive planes 

Clemson University conservators have 
been chiseling away this encrstation, col. 
Teeting samples along the way. They are hop- 
ing once the submarine i completely uncov- 
ered it will help offer a better understanding 
othe events that led to the disappearance of 
the submarine and her eightman ere 

“We are Bally geting to see many pre- 
viously hidden details of both the hull and 
the mechanisms the cfew used to operat the 
Sulbmatine the night ofthe attack. These new 
clus wil likely prove essential to our inves 
tigation to understand what realy happened 
to the Hunley.” said Clemson Archacolog 
Michael Sear 

‘Conservators work in close quarters to 
clean ihe interior of the Hunley submatine 


Safety First 

Given the extetnly camped confines 
of ther workopace and oer challenging 
Togistics, the devoneretion effort has not been 
going as quicly as once hoped. Scents 
follow a sequence that stats with draining 
the’ 7,000-fllon conservation tank which 
Holds the submarine, Once the chemical 
soliton is out ofthe tank, the Hunley must 
pero Inchaotoch wih a Hla wrap 
to Keep tom drying out and isting While 
Scions work- Before entering the ink the 
team must goa up wilh protective body sults, 
over getales and apie to potet 
{hem om dst and cheral residue 

“Ths entre preperation process takes 
approntmatly an host before they can even 
ipegin to get down tothe work at hand. From 
thar, thay lower themes into the soba 
Hine weaning a body hamess connected 0 an 
Overhead ene fof safety: Then they must 
Stay cured up on tir Rages ev stay Th ot 
Awkward postions for hours working inthe 
Small erew compartment, 

"the work's physically and mental 
exhausting The focus required to use pnet 
tric chisls and small Rand tots to remove 
the concretion cam be quite stesfl One 
dhop af tool or sip-ofthe-hand or oer 
thie cout cause permanent damage fo 
the fragile, ineplaceable act 

‘Clemson University Conservator and 
Collections Manager lohan Rivers Di 
SNe are moving lowly bt we are moving 
‘The extent of the site reparation and thes 
Timted time windows te work on the subean 
be tasting at times. ile at the end of the 
tyr safety fore team and the submarine 
must always come ist” 


Hunley on the dock awaiting launching 


Be 


Submerged and ready to approach Housatonic (in distance). ‘Technical details of the Hunley 


‘The torpedo explodes against the Housaronic’s bull 


‘The Hunley at rest today undergoing restoration 
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Mystery Overview 


Why Did the Hunley Disappear? 

‘The disappearance of the H-L. Hunley 
is one ofthe greatest mysteries in marine 
history. Shory after sinking the USS Housa- 
tone on Febriary 17,1864, the Hunley van- 
‘shed without a trace. For more than a cen- 
tury: history buffs and adventurers speculated 
on the legendary submarine's fate while div 
es searched fo the wreck in the waters off 
Charleston, When the Hunley was found in 
1095, and ihen raised in 2000, many hoped 
the ansiver would finally be within grasp. 

“The archaeological examination of the 
wreck has provided tremendous insight into 
the pioneering submarine’ operation and 
offered many clues into the Hunley’ final 
‘moments. Stl a complex puzzle has emerged 
With evidence Sometimes creating more ques 
tions than answers. Weare close to discover: 
ing the cause forthe Hunley’s disappearince 
but theres still o clea explanation, 

Here, we have a listing ofthe evidence 
collected “and. some possible theories 10 
explain why the Hunley didn't rewen after 
her mision 


‘The Evidence 
Here is what we know as of now. 


Crew Remains 
Archacologiss excavating the Hunley 
after is recovery in 2000 found the crew- 
members" remains largely at thei Stations 
With no sign of panic of desperate tempts to 
scape the submarine. The remains also show 
ho new injuries, suggesting whatever hap- 
pened tothe Hunley was not violent enough 
{o break the crew's bones. Since the bodies 
tlecomposed more than a century ago, any 
flesh'of tissue wounds the crew’ may have 
experienced that night wil never be known 
Looking atthe forensic data in the 3D 
‘model, it becomes visually apparent there was 
Tite co-mingling of the remains and each man 
seers to be festing at his assigned sation 


Hunley Location on the Seabed 

One of the many reasons it took so long 
to find the Hunley was because her location 
‘was not where most expected. Searchers usu: 
ally looked between the shore and the wreck 
of the Housatonic, assuming she must have 
been lost between those Wo points as the 
submarine attempted to return home, In fact, 
she was found on the sea-side of the Hou” 
satonic, about 1,000" (less than half a mile) 
from the Union ship's wreck site 


Hunley resting on the sea bottom. (Com- 
puter- generated graphic by Dan Dowdy). 
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Damage to Submarine 

When the Hunley was recovered, signs 
of obvious damage were noticed immedi- 
ately, eluding a large hole inthe aft ballast 
tank Its tempting fo look at the holes and 
appendages that broke away and assume they 
fare scas remaining from the night ofthe his- 
toric atack. However, most of the damage 
happened slowly overtime while the Hunley 
rested on the ocean floor for over a century. 
Tn fact, much ofthe damage to the sub isthe 
result of unforgiving underwater currents and 
Scouring sand. 

‘The rudder was found detached and 
underneath the vessel. Based on where it was 
found: Iying beneath the keel it seems the 
rudder broke off the submarine not long after 
iesank 


The forward conning tower held five 
viewports, Captain Dixon used these to nav 
gate and as his windows tothe outside world 
One of the viewpons is completely missing 
‘There is now a grapetnutseed hole in is 
place. Since a broken off iron fragment from 
the missing view port was found in the sed- 
iment atthe very bottom of the submarine. 
this damage could have happened very eat, 
potentially even the night of the attack. 


‘The hatches that sat on top of the forward 
‘and aft conning towers served as the only 
‘access points into and out of the submarine. 
‘Scientists found one hatch was locked and the 
‘other was not. The forward conning tower was 
‘ound unlatched. This could be significant, but 
the hatch was heavy enough that it would stay 
sealed while the submarine was underwater 
‘and upright. The aft hatch was found locked. 
If the crew had been desperately trying to 
escape, itis reasonable to assume both hatches 
would have been unlatched. 


Ballast Pump Settings 
When the Hunley mysteriously. van- 
ished, most students of history assumed the 
cightaman crew drowned. That may not be 
inte. The pumps are sill in the sme pos 
tion ‘they Were on the night the submarine 
was los. Those settings could reveal what 
‘eps, if any, the erew may have taken to 
fn save their lives” A preliminary study of 
the pump system shows that it was not set t0 
pump water oUt of the crew compartment. 
This discovery siggests the crew may not 
have drowned; but ded of some oer cause 


Blackout Mode 

‘The Hunley. wis in Blackout Mode 
when she was lost. The submarine had a 
“Series of ten topside ports that provide the 
crew a small measure of ambient light when 
the Hunley cruised on the surface, These 
‘hall glass ports were equipped with iron 
overs that could make the ports watertight 
Sand also block any light from escaping the 
Sib, and possibly alerting ships to thei pres 
ence. These ports were all found closed. 


orical Records 
Some historical evidence suggests the 
Hunley did not sink immediately after the 
attack and light, perhaps in the forms of si 
nals, was seen by both Union and Confe 
trate sources, Records indicate the Hunley 
row was fo signal to shore if they were stc- 
ess in inking the Union warship. 

Robert Flemming, sailor on the US 
Housatonic, was standing bow lookout wate 
the night the Hunley attacked. About 43 min- 
tes after the attack, Flemming, who survived 
find retreated to the Housatonic’s rigging to 
ftwaitreseue, said he spotted blue light on 
the water just ahead ofthe USS Canandaigua, 
the fst Navy ship to arrive on the scene 

“When the Canandaigua got astern, and 
laying athwart of the Housatoni, about four 
ships lengths off, while I was in the fore= 
rigging, Isaw a blue light on the water just 
ahead of the Canandaigua, and on the star- 
ioard Guarters-of the: Housatonic.” Robs 
ent Flemming. Flemming’s report of a blue 
Tight could be consistent the testimony of 
Confederates at Battery Marshall, who said 
Dixon said he would show “two biue lights” 
‘when he wanted a signal fie liton the beach 
of Sullivan's Island 


Inaddition to Flemming’ testimony, we 
have two others Lieutenant Cl. Dantaler at 
Battery Marshall reported on February 19, 
1864, "“The signals agreed upon to be given 
in ease the boat wished alight to be exposed 
at this post as guide for its return were 
observed and answered." In 1866, Jacob Car- 
‘doza recounted, The officer (Dixon) in com. 
mand told Lieutenant-Colonel Dantaler. if 
he came off safe he would show two blue 
lights, The lights never appeared” 

Was Flemming the list man to see the 
Hunley for more than century? If he was 
his account could suggest a tragic end forthe 
Hunley If the submarine was “just ahead” of 
the Canandaig, which was saling to rescue 
Union sailors, it could have ereated a wake 
that toppled the submarine of hit it divcly. 
‘Also, because the Hunley had no ports facing 
it the crew might not have even known 
ship was bearing dawn onthe submatine. 


Sediment In-flli 

After the Hunley filled with water, sedi- 
ment suspended in the water column settled 
along the bottom of the submarine. Analysis 
‘of the deposition of sediment indicates some 
‘additional material filling the submarine over 
time may have entered near the forward con- 
ning tower. The breach in the forward conning. 
tower is the most likely source, and would 
explain some of the courser sediment discov- 
cred in early deposits at Dixon's station, 


‘Top Possible Theories 

What do you think caused the Hunley 
to sink? Torpedo explosion? Trapped by the 
tides? Collision at sea? 

“The Hunley became the world’s first suc- 
cessful combat submarine when it sank the 
UsS Housatonic on February 17, 1864. Once 
the torpedo had detonated on the Housatonic, 
the submarine signaled to shore she had com: 
pleted her mason and was on the way ore 

‘onfederates on shore lta fie to help suide 
the submarine back to land, but instead, the 
Hunley disappeared into the sea, We may 
never know exactly what took place on that 
fateful night, but over the course of the last 
150 years there have been plenty of theories. 


Crip 

Pethaps one of the most obvious and 
popular theores isthe explosion that caused 
{he Housatonic to sink also ripple the Hun 
ley by damaging the submarine oincapacl- 
tating the ew. This could very well prove to 
be the cause ifthe Hunley was too close to 
the torpedo when it detonated, which recent 
findings show was only about 20° away. 
Being this close could have caused damage 
to the sub, causing water to come rushing in 
forthe concussion could have knocked obt the 

‘This theory was further advanced when 
the Hunley was recovered with several large 
holes in is structure visibly apparent, how 
ever, we are now learning that this damage 
twas caused by Mother Nature. It appeats 
most of the breaches happened long time 
alter the night ofthe attack due to the hos 
ie underwater environment andthe abrasive 
elects ofthe tides 

‘To account forthe fact that no evidence 
was found to suggest the crew was desper 
Btelystugaling to exit damaged submarine 
to avoid drowning, the concussion theory 
Sill holds water. In this scenato, the torpe- 


do’s explosion didn’t damage the submarine 
but caused a concussion strong enough to 
stun or knock out the crew. This would have 
rendered them incapable of immediately nav 
igating home, possibly leading them to perish 
due to a lack of oxygen or through the inabil- 
ity to take any steps to save theit lives. 


#2: Trapped by the Tides 

Manually cranking the 40° submarine to 
its target over four miles offshore was hard 
‘Work. To help offset the physical difficulty of 
the task, we know the Hurley crew carefully 
planned their mission with the tides, On the 
historic night, the submarine departed and 
rode with the ebb tie. After the attack, the 
crew would certainly have been exhausted 
land in need of rest while waiting forthe tide 
to assist them on the joumey home 

Tris possible tat they settled on the bot 
tom of the sa floor to wail forthe tiesto shift 
‘while also avoiding” potential detection and 

unfre from other Union ships quickly closn 

{nto rescue Housatonic survivors. While sub: 
merged, they may have miscalculated their oxy- 
igen supply and died of asphyxiation or while 
{tying to retum for some reason, the submarine 
may have gotten stuck on the ocean floor kd 
unable tose to the surface. This theory i sup- 
ported by the placement of remains in the sub- 
Marine ad at least one exit to the submarine 
being locked and sealed shut. Also, a cold front 
causing a storm system moved through that 
night around the time ofthe attack, meaning i 
‘would have been much more difficult to crank 
the submarine Back to lan. 


#3: Collison at Sea 

‘The Housatonic sank in shllow waters 
and many of the crew climbed up ts dgging 
to wat for help. The fist ship on the scene 
was the USS Canandaigua, During the sub- 
Sequent Union ingury into the Housatonic’ 
Test, one of its survivor, Robert Flemming 
offered the following testimony: “while 
vas inthe fore-tigging. 1 saw a blu light on 
the water ust ahead of the Canandaigua and 
fon the statboard quarter of the Howton” 
Blue lights were the Hurley's signal to shore 
that her mission was successful. Fleming's 
testimony suggests the Hunley did indced 
Survive the mission 

However, if the Canandaigua was mov- 
ing quickly to getto the scene, she could have 
clipped the Hunley in passing. ‘The impact 
Sreted may have been undetectable bythe 
Canandaigua’s ere but deadly tothe Hun- 
ley. The damage could have eased the Hu. 
ley to take on water of else 10 lose balance 
sid tumble to ber demise. 

‘Alter seeing the surprise explosion, all 
the Union ships blockading Charleston Hare 


bor hurriedly moved in to rescue survivors. 
‘The massive movement of ships would have 
created large wakes, adding tremendous vol- 
ume to the already choppy waters off the 
ccoast of Charleston, The water displacement 
‘could have been hazardous for the Hunley 

If Dixon opened the forward hatch to 
replenish oxygen or to display the blue light 
signal, a large swell or wave could have 
‘swamped the vessel. With too much water 
onboard, the submarine could have been 
thrown off klter or lost buoyancy. 


#4: Lucky Shot 
Weknow the crew had candle onboard 
for visibility and to help monitor oxygen le 
els within the sub. They also had lass port 
holes along the top of the erew compartinent 
snd in the conning towers. Aware that any 
High emiting from the submarine could alert 
the enemy to their presence, the Hunley vas 
prepared to go into “blackout” mode where 
SII view ports would be covered. However, 
ihe Forward conning tower's view pots were 
used by Captain Dixon for navigation. It 
Would Rave been necessary for him to leave 
at least one port open s0 he could see out 
Side to conduct the attack. A light gleaming 
through that ene window may have provided 
bull's eye target for Union soldiers. 
Records tell us Housatonic sentres 
spouted the Hunley shortly before the attack 
snd opened small ams fre onthe vessel. The 
fragile glass inthe view ports was one ofthe 
tnost vulnerable areas ofthe submarine. The 
icky Shot theory specultes: Dixon him: 
self may have been hit by gunfire throush 
the glass port. Without a captain and with 
water entering the submarine from the shat 
tered glass viewport the crew may have Beet 
Unable to make thelr way home 
This theory is supported by the Fact that 
the only viewport missing ftom the entre 
Sibmarine ison the forward conning tower 
by Captain Dixon's sation, Also, scientists 
hve discovered the damage to this area hap- 
med early, perhaps on the acta night of 
The attack in FR rs 
However, forensic analysis of Dixon's 
skeletal remains show no damage to the er 
nium or any ther active bone wounds for that 
tlt But this doesnot rule out the pesibliy 
fof wounds to softtissue that may bave neapac- 
tated the captain, Peshaps most importantly, 0 
bullet hasbeen found within the submarine 


Become a Member 
Join our efforts to preserve the world’s first 
successful combat submarine and other 
important maritime artifacts. 

Friends of the Hunsley - (843) 743-4865 ~ 
info@hunley.org 
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Become a Member 
in our efforts to preserve the world’ first successful combat submarine 
and other important maritime artifacts. 
Friends of the Hunsley - (843) 743-4865 - info@hunley.org 
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Gray Fleet 

When a destroyer runs into another ship. 
careers of admirals, capains, commanders 
Sad junior offices a ge spualing down the 
dail because such an inedent should not 
occur with all the radars, sonst, infrared 
cameras, high power inocilarsa dozen sts 
eyes nine bridge, sober three dozen 
sets of eyes on watch, anda CIC fl of intl- 
Tigent people surourding all the equlpment 
Imetigned above doing hei asks Red 
ancy iatan exponential eve But I hap 
ped. to hue te OSS Fitsqrald smacked 
REx Crit hiling seven of her ov crow I 
‘ll cost 3. millon to hal the Fiz back to 
mes 

‘he Navy brass had a popped hemor 
snoid ow could this happea? Avone sailor 
said “Ican tell you tion top of all the 
Fiahost technolodal radar an early Warn. 
ing equipmen, cur ships have more people 
tr deck with binoculars than the stan 
S'NASCAR event [honesty cant see ay 
ing veason tis could happen 

That was in June. fr August, the USS 
John MeCuin collided with AENIC.MC los 
ington sailors" lives. The destoyer as on 
Dierctes between Singapore ay Indone. 
Sia to any North Korea and’ generally 
chowstbellag inthe region. Coupled: with 
the USS Antietam running aground earlier 
IRs your and the USS Late Champlain an. 
Ing Korean fishing boat the Navy Depart 
tment isn fened lahe. and some ofthe 
Gold Bras are scurrying to cover tei own 
stems he USS america {LH was ordered 
toprovide fod, berthng, and services o 155 
tthe McCatn crew 

“the Chet of Naval Operations, Admi- 
ral Joh Richardson, called for 8 Fcetwie 
Stand Down to examine hats happening 
Halo tied VADMToxeph Aucoin Although 
theJohn Mecatn was n feted wae and 
Shrounded wih heavy ae iis move tan 
nimble enough erect ta slow moving OO 
Kno) behemoth tre times its, 

Tay Glek, a eyber expert sated that 
this was too bizare to be an acekdent. He 
Strongly suggested That the sips computers 
had bee fatked and possibly immobilized 
‘The USS Mec tid indeed love seeing 
capacity momentary pt tothe craks bt 
TheNavy sald that thet ship was under com. 
ple conve at the time. Cenainly Glik's 
Eimens warant ezamioaton 

"ne sen WWI cre USS India 
napoli (CA-38) wreckage has been found 
faa depth of 18.000" well below the oxygen 
ievels for plant and cra growth, therefore 
Ibaks fa pese tho ast andthe pit 
hong up wel The hore story ofthe Indy 
iS well known. After delveing the A-bomb 
trigger tthe South Paci, she commenced 
ftfct home voyage wien she way sane 
in L2 minutes by 3 fapanese sb, virusly on 
the ls day ofthe wa Ofte 1.100 ceen, 
ver 800 successfully abandoned hip. but the 
Riavy torgt about Ber inthe commotion of 
VS bay Hating helps in the sea sharks 
da dehydration oak an appa tal Only 
5 sails Were found ale Today 4 mere 
Dare stil alve A ormer Commanding Of 
cer ofthe submarine USS Indianapolis (SSN 
657), Captain Bil To, called ath of the 19 
fbrel he the mews The old ese olds the 
Tema over 300 men and conte an 
‘American Navy cemetery 


Rust Fleet 
ML Cheshire found herself in dire straits 


24 — Messing About in Boats, November 2017 


Over 
the 
Horizon 


By Stephen D. 
(Doc) Regan 


‘when her cargo of ammonium nitrate com- 
menced to decompose releasing poison gases 
fd heat, Spanish Coast Guard imiedi- 
ately evacuated the crew and kept watch on 
the merchant vessel. Originally the problem 
was contained in two holds; however, asthe 
{decomposition continued it spread to three 
Suditional holds. The Spanish Coast Guard 
will eventually de-gas the ship and move it 
into port. Ais point the ship is nt allowed 
in Spanish water 

DL Marigold made her mark in history. 
or rather in infamy, when she was expelled 
from New Zealand. Her bull below the 
watering was caked with a dense profusion 
of invasive Barnacle and tbeworms. Under 
new intermatonal rules, hulls canbe checked 
{or inappropriate species, and tossed out of 
temnitodal waters ifn violation of ava. DL 
‘Marigold is the Bist such ship to be ejected. 
New Zealand's coasts are extemely sensi 
tive and wlerable to biofouling and divers 
found the ship totally unacceptable in New 
Zealand or Fiji waters. A UN commission 
claims that enerusted hulls account for 35% 
ofall aquatic invasive species. 

Last month “Over Pie Horizon” reported 
on the sinking of the PSV Maersk Searcher 
fnd the Maersk Shipper. The report on the 
incident lft plenty of questions and concerns 
Sting withthe plans or towing these ships 
to the serapper. One method was to tow the 
boats in a single Line with two winches. One 
ship follows te other but connected othe tow 
Scpuately” Another plan has the taling ship 
eonnecte othe lead esse thai then ted to 
the tow. The plan they used wast tow the two 
derlits side-by-side. This caused the ships 
to bang into cach other repestedly eventually 
Pieteing the Bull of one of the ships that sank 
tn about ten minutes pulling ber sister ship 
under simultaneously. The tow was conned by 
ance" The Supesintendent ofthis opera 
tion Was fied, 

While the US. pulls out of the Paris 
‘Agreement on pollation, Germany's govern. 
ment is funding LNG ced ships: They paid 
{or the conversion ofthe 1000-TEU contain- 
ership Wes Amelie atthe German Dry Dock 
in Bremerhaven, The ship's engines were et 
rofitted to 451/60 DF dual fusl engine 

‘Warts, the huge Finnish shipbuilder 
announced that it would supply Germany 
with LNG engines with selective catalytic 
reduction systems for exhaust cleaning. This 
technology is necessary for LNG rn ships 
that make Tong voyages 

Hurricane Harvey. was not. the only 
storm eatsing havoc. Typhoon Hato ham 
mered Hong Kong forcing rescuers to evac- 
te 40 sailors fom distressed ships. This was 
illowed by, Tops Storm Paar iting 
the same arta sinking the Hong Ta 176 

Signant Enterprise a tug working inthe 
Houston area was-among the fist commer: 
cial oats to sink because of Hurncane Har 
‘ey. The Coast Guard, Navy, and Ale Force 
Tterally worked around the clock rescuing 


people whose homes were inundated by over 
50" of rain. The ports of Galveston and Hous- 
ton will bea mess for yeas. 

Product tanker, Kamome Victoria, 
fimmly grounded near the Verrazano Narrows 
Bridge in New York. Carrying over 370,000 
gallons of fel, she managed to avoid injuries 
‘rpollution. Divers checked the hull, propul- 
sion and rudder before the USCG vllowed 
her to leave, which she did upon refloating 
on high tide 

Maritime Executive suggests read- 
ing seven books to understand the maritime 
industry better: 

1. The Docks by Bill Sharpston. An 
overall perspective about ports and business 
in them 

2: The Box: how the shipping con- 
tainer made the work! smaller andthe world 
economy bigger by Mare Levinson. As wit- 
ten before, the shipping container has trans- 
formed and reduced costs of shipping 

5. Port Management by Marta G. Bums. 
Another look at poms 

4 Port Business by Jurgen Sorgenfrei 
‘Analysis of small versus large port. 

3S The Travels ofa F-Shit inthe Global 
Economy by Pietra Rivoli The author shows 
hhow much international business goes into 
tshirt from gathering the cotton tothe shelf 
of astore 

6. The Shipping Man by Mather 
MeCleery. The story about a wealthy hedge 
fund manager who purchased freighter and 
ultimately lost everythin 

"Ninety Percent of Everything: Inside 
shipping the indivisible industry that pats 
clothes on your back, gas in your car and 
food on your plate, by Rose George. An over- 
all fook athe shipping industry 


Small Boats 

Mercury Marine Wanted 10 show off 
to the eto of Boating Magazine by taking 
him ona short tp up the Hudson River ats 
mere 103mph. Mere’ fastest V bottom boa, 
the Ouer Limits SV-4-1350 actually can hit 
TOmph, Mercury's QC 4-1630 se therevord 
ar 18047imph, So much fora leisurely ride 
along the ver to look at eagles and bl 

CGreat-nevs for boaters and sailors of 
all shapes and sizes (and thet boas (00) 
Ashley» Book of Knots now in the public 
domain, You can g0 to Archievecorg to dis: 
ove the wie or of knots the nay hy 
Se supposed tobe tied. Having slept trough 
mmarimpike classes in Boot Camp, 1 know 
how to tie a granny with ease, and Mom 
taught me to te a bowknot for my shoes 
Sohior Chiet Boilermaker Ashley, tho rela 
tion) gently and warmly taught me how tte 
"square Knot for my dress blues neckerchet, 
and then made me sew i tight so it would 
NEVER, EVER come Undone, Iti tl 
exactly the same as it was 48 years ago; but 
how i resides atthe Eastom Towa Veteran's 
Museum, This i reat news, especially Torus 
Who sit around sll winter doing noting but 
reaming about summer sailing 

Christopher. Cunningham” shows how 
to build. a milling led to-ceate smal stock 
pete fom limbs hat have fallen down ue 
fo wind and storms His atile, photos, and 3 
Short video canbe sen though Small Bors 
‘Mon(y-on the Tnteret, He-makes it look 
any, but since [ Tlled Woodworking TOT 
in Continuing Education, I know itis harder 
than it looks: Nevertheless, for those of you 
sto like to-make doodads from wood, this 
wrarans a view 


Did you know that the rubber thing that 
the bandsaw blade runs on is called a tire"? I 
know, I blew a couple of them last year, only 
to discover my machine is so old that they 
don't carry tires for it anymore. Thank God 
for the Internet where you can find anything, 


Sea Stuff 

Cooke's Aquaculture salmon pen col 
lapsed allowing the escape of over 305,000 
fish, some weighing over TOlbs. Washington 
State officals were very critical of Cooke's 
‘operation, maintaining that the pen fale 
permitted excessive feed waste to pollute 

aferways. Cooke's countered that sig- 
tly high tides caused the mess. Crt. 
ics counter-lsimed that these were no high 
tides. Sounds lke lower level politicians are 
practicing forthe Big Time 

Hokule'a, Polynesian double-hulled 
canoe finished her 472000-mile circumnavi- 
ation when she tied up at homeport Hono: 
futu. A'62" long 125 ton replica ofa tradi 
tional voyaging canoe, this boat isthe result 
of remarkable expiosion of knowledge 
regarding ancient canoes and navigation con 
cepts. Hokule‘ais Hawaiian fr Sar of Glad 
feces efor tothe Zenith nar Aan 
Building this craft started with a comprehen: 
sive search for traditional wood boat build- 
ers. I building ths craft was traditional, nav 
gating her was blatantly archaic. The salors 
used no chars, sextans, compasses, GPS. 
‘or other moder equipment; but rather, they 
used observations ofthe sea surface, motions 
of waves and swells, stars and the sin, cloud 
pattems, and bird recognition. The 72° Kikia- 
hualia followed her fora portion of the jour- 

and it did have modern solar powered 
on board, 

National’ Geographic, clesely a. pure 
veyor of fake news and leftist leanings, has 
fan online series of photographs supposedh 
evidence of ocean polation. Those massive 
piles of junk on the Barrow, Alaska beach 
Eannot be possible. We all know that people 
Slong coasts do not toss plastic bags, bottles, 
nd other non-degradable trash into the seas 
‘The pictures had to be of landfill site. The 
alleged pictures of thousands of cod caught 
in nets used for other fishing had tobe photo 
shopped. Worse, the photos of the Arctic sea 
ice in a “death-spiral” must be time lapsed 
Pictures because we have been so told by the 
White House 

Sarcasm aside, {remain stunned atthe 
indifference and enormous insouciance. of 
officials ‘dealing with such overwhelming 
issues. as_polhition, infrastructure failure 
chronic and constant economic fraud (hank 
You, Wells Fargo), and deteriorating coopera 
tion with other nations on international issues 
like trade and all ofthe above. While knowl 
edge is exponentially expanding, out reac. 
tions to issues remain steadfastly unchang- 
ing. One example: in 2008 our city. was 
inundated witha flood 32° over flood stage 
Literally (not figuratively) billions of dollars 
were thrown in our ditection. Millions were 
spent on a new library, new city hall, a new 
federal building, a new arena, a new hotel, a 
new boutique area, and anew park; but the 
City has yet to provide meaningful flood pro 
tection, We have had both Democrat and a 
Republican mayors, Lae of people made lt 
of money. [believe that the SYIGM theory of 
economics was in full-force. FYI: SYGL 
Screw You. Got Mine. 

‘After’ Hurricane Harvey, Quebec's 
Minister for Intemational Relations, Chris: 


tine St. Pierre, called the Texas Secretary of 
State, Rolando Pablos, with offers of medi- 
cal equipment, blankets, and hydro crew; but 
her offer was refused. Mr. Pablos evidently 
felt that the specific offers were not needed 
in Texas. What the good Texan did not fore- 
see was the Canadian feelings of insult that 
resulted in the refusal. One Canadian news- 
paper headlined, “God help Texas because 
‘Canada sure won't.” 

Evidently there was much confusion as 
to what specifically was offered by Quebec 
and what Houston needed, and noses were 
‘out of joint in the North and in the South. It 
took some serious State Department diplo- 
macy to clarify the subject. In the end, Texas. 
requested “prayers” and Quebec sent hygiene 
kits. French Canadians and Texans had a mis- 
understanding? It is hard to believe. 


White Fleet 

The Canadian government and the 
cruise lines are locking homs over speed 
limits. Quebec has a speed limit of 10 knots 
in waters North of Prince Edward Island that 
is supposed to protect the Right Whales that 
have been killed by hitand:runs with the 
Big Boats, The return salvo included elim- 
ination of stops at Gaspe ‘and Sanguenay. 
The Silver Whisper cancelled port calls and 
ferry lines followed suit. Speeding tickets 
for ships are in the range of $25.000 bur that 
is in Canadian money. 

Harvey left plethora of cruise ships 
that were supposed to dock he Houston 
fea stranded in the Gull of Mexico. Sup- 
posedly, over 20,000 vacationers were enjoy 
ing the sights and sounds of the Gulf instead 
of heading home. Royal Caribbean re-routed 
their ships to Miami, a trip that wil take sev- 
eal days and really muck up transportation for 
individuals. Many ofthe passengers have their 
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cars parked on ramps back in Houston, ramps 
that eannot be reached at this time, Several sea 
cules that were to originate in Houston have 
been cancelled ss wel: Sometimes people for 
get that when they go to ea they’ ae atthe 
mercy ofthe sa It isn't Disneyland 

‘A passenger aboard at unidentified 
cruise liner med feafc 40" waves slam 
ming the ship. Sticking his camera to a port 
fon the 4th deck he clearly videotaped waves 
Well Below and then well above his position, 
‘The old ute of thumb is that if you hook out 
your port and see white wate, you are jus 
fine: if you see blue wate, you'll probably be 
okay? if you se Black water, you're dead 

‘thé Nonwegian Sky slahmed violently 
near the Sit of Ian de Fuca injuring 16 
passengers. The ship immediately listed. to 
Sich an extent thatthe dining room. tables 
‘opped, perfumes and glass cases nthe Duty 
Free Shop smashed, and things were ying 
allover the place,” According to ABC News. 
Badly shaken people as well asthe injured 
Several with broken bones, were evacuated 
‘The Captain told Canadian Coast Guard he 
was forced info making a drastic maneuver in 
dificult water, Later be said that he was hav. 
ing rudder problems. Norwegian Lines main 
tained thatthe autopilot became accidently 
disengaged slanming the rudders immedi 
ately tothe side. The Canadian Coast Guard 
‘wll have an interesting investigation 
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Colonial Shipbuilding on the Delaware River 


Supposedly, Henry Hudson sailing for 
the Dutch in his ship the Half Moon, peeked 
into the Delaware Bay early in the seventeenth 
century. Finding it too teacherously: shoal 
however, he sailed on to what was to become 
New York harbor. The Swedes soon followed, 
setting primarily in Delaware building the 
first two ships on Coopers’ Island as well as a 
‘yacht for Governor Prinz. Some Swedes who 
had settled above New Castle in what was to 
become Philadelphia built the Glob in 1676. 

Then in 1682 William Penn arrived with 
the first group of Quakers and German pictists. 
He was the son of Vice Admiral William Penn, 
‘one of the chief administrators of the British 
Navy. The admiral had loaned the king 16,000 
pounds and the tract of land, “Pennsylvania”, 
\was given in payment ofthis debs. 

Viliam Penn settled on Philadelphia 
as the site for his “towne” because it had the 
‘deepest water close to land, Penn, having been 
raised by an admiral, was acutely aware of the 
importance of ships and deliberately recruited 
‘wo master shipwrights for his new colony. 
Realizing that shipbuilding is an intercon- 
nected industry he know other related trades 
would be necessary. To that end, he recruited 
boatwrights, rope makers, sailmakers, block 
for pulley makers and trunnion or treenail 
makers as well as coopers to fashion the bar- 
rels to hold his ships’ cargoes. Other services 
grew. For example, the Germans of German- 
town were specialists in growing, processing 
‘and weaving flax for clothing and pressing oil 
from the seeds of linseeds. 

To aid in the shipbuilding business. 
Penn stipulated to his farmers that one in five 


By Carl Weissinger 


oftheir acres were tobe lft forest and al the 
ak tees suitable for shipbuilding were bis 
propery. He also sent his two sons, Wiliams 
Bnd Springew to England to learn the ship- 
weights trade 

When the shore proved too shallow for 
ships, he built piers out into the river Which 
Wwete effectively roofless log cabins filled 
With stone and earth and which were then 
paved over. Acrane and warehouse were built 
Sn the major pit Litally Philadelphia ship- 
building extended down to Dock Stet but 
‘very carly on merchants pushed the industy 
South to Southwark and north tothe Kensing 
ton disticts ofthe nascent ety 

Penn became the silent partoer of ship- 
wright James West who set up his business 
At what is now the fot of Vine Street, West 
paid for his yard by building Penn ship 
famed the Anny. The other shipwright, Bar 
tholomew Penrose, also partnered with Penn 
nd se up his own yard. These tvo built 130 
jon ships To give you an idea of how large 
the ships were, the pilgrims Mayflower was a 
180 ton ship. 

By 1700, boats were in great demand 
asthe tver was the main road of anspor: 
tion forthe early colony. Penn himself had & 
‘uli-ored galley to convey him to and from 
his home, Pennsbury Manor. Business con- 
tinue to eros and there were now four ship- 
yards in Philadelphia 

Tn addition to skilled workers, Penn 
required infusions of capital to develop bis 
Cit. He encouraged the ereation a the Pree 
Society of Trades, a jointstock company 


Original plan for the City of Philadelphia. Southwark is located south 


of 


original city and was the initial site of the Navy Yard. 


founded by a small group of English Quak- 
ers in 1681. This company of elite ‘mer- 
chants, landowners, and personal associates 
‘were granted special concessions in order to 
direct the economy of the young colony. One 
of their ventures was to build whale boats for 
the early whaling industry in Cape May. 


a re z 


Pennsburg Manor. 


A this time, English ships were built 
almost exclusively. of oak and W appears 
that this was muck the same for thet early 
Colonial ships as logs 50"-60 clear of knots 
ould be oblained, Some timber was shipped 
to England but the availabilty of material 
td lowe labor cons made the colon! ships 
much cheaper, While some ships were com. 
Iissioned, many were built on speculation, 
Siled to England and sold, a practice which 
ontinued teoughout the eighth cen. 

‘As to woods frames were peneally of 
white oak but it appears that by the 1700s 
some yards were importing live oak from 
Georgia for structural members, Mulberry 
Sin url were also used as well ay hickory 
and locust for unnions to ax the planking 


Gundalow type carried freight. 
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to the frames. One source cites red cedar for 
planking but eastern red cedar is more a bush 
than a tee with lots of knots so I suspect they 
meant hard heart or red pine which yielded 
terrific lengths and widths for planking. 
‘These trees could grow to 250" in height and 
5 in diameter. This wood ean still be seen in 
the floors of colonial Philadelphian houses. It 
is extremely dense and rot resistant although 
somewhat laborious to work. Masts at this 
time were generally of white pine. Whether 
that was locally sourced or from New Eng- 
land I do not know. 

So what kind of ships were they build- 
ing? Basically, they were three-masted 
square rigged ships from 80-150 tons with 
the occasional 300 tonner, all build for trans: 
atlantic crossings. Until 1740, these ships 

jenerally carried a lateen triangular sail on 
the stern on the mizzenmast. The next cate- 
‘gory were two masted brigantines and snows 
‘of about 50 tons in size. A snow sets its stern 
driver on a separate mast joist aft of the stern 
mast so technically itis tree-masted. Schoo: 
ners came next averaging about 50 tons. The 
smallest of all the ships built were the single- 
mmasted sloops of 25 tons, the smaller ships 
being for intracoastal trade. 


By 1766, of the ships in Philadelphia, 
218 were owned. by Philadelphians,” 3/8 
by Bash ship owners and 2/8 by Europe- 
fans elther on the continent or in the Canb- 
bean. Philadelphians were not the only ones 
exploiting colonial ber sources and fully 
‘one-half of the British ships were colonial 
made, many in Massachusetts 

“As to their lading, ou and wheat were 
the foremost cargoes followed by timber, 
flaxseed, furs and lots of barrel staves, Salted 
meas, pork and beet black walnut for fine 
mite and pig ion were prominent cat 
goes. Ships which went abroad often sailed 
frst io the Caribbean picking up a cargo of 
rum, molasses, and sugar. They then sailed 
fn to England, sold their wares and brought 
manufactured goods back tothe Philadelphia, 
‘This was tomed the triangular trade. There 
was also a significant trade with Spain and 
Portugal for wine. How large was the trade? 
By 1776, there were 3.241 vessels wholly or 
prially owned by Philadelphians. By 1790. 
$nual shipments totaled 120,000 tons 

‘With the coming ofthe Amerian Revo- 
luton, production tumed o warship and pr 
\ateers The later semed to have been onthe 
bomovwed pattem of the Baltimore clipper 
‘The initial rer defenses were provided by 


the Pennsylvania Navy on Benjamin Frank- 
lin’ intative. Many gunboats and Roating 
batteries were built. The Continental Con: 
res then approprisied money for the Build 
ing of five tigates, the 32 gun Washington; 
the 32 gun Randolph: the 28 gun Eyfinghans 
the 24 gun Delaware and te Saratoga 
$0 how did they fate? The Washing- 
‘om was burnt by the British before she was 
Taunched."The "Randoiph blew up when 
in action with the 64. gun MS Yarmouth, 
We ourselves: burnt the £ffingham 30. thai 
she Wouldn't be captured. The. Delaware 
‘rounded onthe shoals in the lower river and 
was captured. Lastly the Saratoga was lst at 
sea wit all hands. Abt inglorousto say the 
Teast. Philadelphia's shipwights were also 
instrumental in building Benedict Arpold’s 
jundalows for the battle of Valeour Island 
Sn Lake Champlain. One ofthe thre-cannon 
fnboats i housed atthe Smithsonian Insti 
{ute and a replica sat Vergennes, Vermont 
“Alter the wae, Philadelphians were the 
frst Americans to begin tading with China 
snd India shipping among other goods, gin- 
Seng, forest root used for medicinal pur 
ss. A new class of ships with elaborate 
Fishes were built by the yards of Hum: 


preys and Wharton for this venture, Hum 
ines went on to design the heavy frigates 
Sf the war of 1812. The fst of which the 
United Stares took, the British gate Mace. 
dintan. She was thought tobe the heaviest 
hence slowest ofthis lass and was referred 
to as Old Wagon. Her frames were of lve 
tuk with white oak planking. Usage of lve 
‘oak had begun before the war and gave her 
the same exceptional sttength a the Cons 
tution or Old Ironside. 

"his is a brief summary of colonial 
shipbuilding in Philadephia, While st mes 
employing 10% of the ciiy’s, population 
thevninetzenth century saw a tur fo manu: 
facturing with coal-fted power athe more 
tract investment forthe city’s capital 
although ship building continues even today 
atthe Navy Jad 

‘A few final observations: Throughout 
the century, the owners of the various ships 
dards seom fo have operated more as aca 
ial They were all members ofthe Craft Guild 
Shipweigts Company which ran an ppren- 
tee school and maintained a hirary orb 
ish ship construction books. They would also 
provide or lend eachother workers or tin. 
Ber when another was in ned. It's intrest 
ing aso to note how ancient certain names 


ar sil in use today. For example, Penrose 
Which resurfaces a the name of the bridge 
over the Schuylkill River on the way tothe 
Sirpor. ‘The name Wharton (the “Univer: 
Sity of Pennsylvania's Business School) 
frst appeared in the mid-eighteenth century. 
Some’ colonial. businesses. continue today: 
‘The ancestors of Thompson's Mahogany and 
Melivain’s Hardwoods were both supplying 
timber in the 1700s 

"Another interesting fact, which, kept 
coming up in my research, was that the Dela- 
wware River froze over for 4-9 weeks every 
‘inter in the eighteenth century stopping ail 
Shipping industry. At one point consideration 
wvas given fo moving the entire port to New 
Castle, DE, which is closer to the sea and 
more saline and would eliminate this prob 
lem. There were also continual issues sith 
siltmg and it was not unt the 1770s when 
4 dredge was developed that this difficulty 
ould begin to be addressed 

‘And, finally. its important to keep in 
mind that there are gaps in our knowledge 
Concerning this topic and era. Firstly, words 
fnd their meaning have changed over time. 
For example, when an eighteenth century 
man wrote that he had shipped so many bar- 
rels of corn, in fact he meant wheat 36 that 
twas how it was refered to at that me. I sus 
Dect this might also be true of red cedar, See- 
Sal. paper on which records might be kept 
was very expensive. It was either made from 
rags ata tiny mill inthe Wissahickon Creek in 
Germantown or had to be imported. Thirdly. 
few could read or wte. This continued no 
more modem times. My master inthe boat. 
Yard in 1967 had dropped out of schoo! inthe 
third grade and my first job every day was to 
read him the newspaper 

The colonial period is also the era in 
which history was the stuff of great men's 
Aloings so tha there was litle thought of what 
PPoserity might want to know of mere crafts: 
men's work. Finally, reading. and. writing 
‘were not always necessary in colonial ship: 
building as most ships were built from carved 
half models from which: dimensions. were 
taken, There were no naval architect hull 
Specifications or detailed drawings except in 
the British Admiralty 

Finally, history #s all round us in Phila 
delphia, Walk tothe right as you ext the Lib- 
emy clubhouse where TSCA meets. Look for 
the historic interest sign as you walk down 
the street. Across from the sign are the wharf 
steps that have survived from the colonial 
shipbuilding era 


A The steps he 
ly surviving e 
foned | 
m Penn in the 


{transportatio 
and westward 
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Grub is 4 flat-bottomed camp aboard 
skiff detved from Phil Bolger’ Clam Ski 
Grub ig 21° long and $°7""at the iaterin. 
With 6° of rocker beginning at 8 fom th 
bow. It is at bottomed with a 1-3/4"x16 
V kee running the length of the bull. Add- 
ing the Keel did great things for running in 
2 chop. Tove the boat, and my wife and 1 
{0 oll to the mooring in the evening almost 
every week in the summer if the weather 
Sllows, have a drink siting on the stem, eat 
dinner and seep aboard, jst for the pleasure 
oft 

Nantucket harbor can develop a sea 
when the wind blows from the southwest. 
$cross a 4-mile etch of open water nd we 
an then get an idea of how our boat behaves 
in larger waves and confused ses. Thinking 
that some day we might want to make some 
longer trips, say to Martha's Vineyard, oF 
beyond to Long Island Sound, NYC and the 
Hitdson River, 1 began to think thatthe slab 
sides of Grub were perhaps not well suited to 
rougher water 

Dave Lucas of Tiki Hut fame was a 
short while ago effusing about the ments of 
4 garvey being built at his place the Big Ben 
fiom Doug Flan 1 sent for plans, wit the 
idea of taking my whole cabin setup out of 
Grub and setting it in the new hull. 1 wrote 
Doug and proposed the idea of iravelin 
Some sea distance in Big Ben, and he wrote 
buck that as Tong ast slowed down in rough 
Water, Big Ben would be upto the tsk. He 
also described i as “corky”, which really 
01 my attention. OK! Would it be wort the 
trouble? Would it add Tot of weight? How 
oT go about adding Nar to a boat? 


Adding “Flare” 


to Grub 


By Tom David 


First I glued a batten on the existing 
gunwale, 3/8” lower than the top. Then I 
fadded pieces 3/8” thick 4-1/2" inch wide to 
the gunwale, and added a 3/4” stringer along 
the new gunwale. 
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‘The natural extension of the battens past 
the previous bow resulted in the new bow 
shape and the new stem. The stem took a lot 
of cutting and fitting and discarding and start- 
ing again 


Sera Oy PEN 


| settled on 1/4” okoume forthe side pan- 
cls, in 2 sections, with 1-1/2" wide 3/8" thick 
batiens in between the panels. I glued angled 
stringers to the hull bottom that would allow 
the side panels to just touch the old hull 


The detail at the motorboard was com- 
plex. Really helpful is the trick of dabbing 
circles of glass at comers to get a smooth 
‘waterproof edge. 


[trial fit all the panels, cut them roughly 
to size, and worked my way along the boat, 
Here is the almost completed new hull 


To reattach the cleats, and to get at the 
space between the new and old hulls, I added 
hatch plates on the bow, sides and stern, 
When the panels were all attached but before 
the stem panels were on, I poured new epoxy 
in the bow hatch and let it run all the way 
to the ster to seal the hull to panel joint. 
covered the new hull with 6 oz. glass, and 
painted with acrylic 


After: Grub with fare, 


Here is the finished product, The new 
hhull added 961bs. to Grub, offset by remov:. 
ing some ballast from the bow. Gri seems 
very different now in rough water, a litle 


drier, more “corky”, more controllable, more 
fun. i think itis prettier too, 


Tbe wading in the 30bp Tohatsu fora 
SOhp this fll. My hope is hat more power at 
the slow speeds I favor will give an even qu 
Ser vie, and beter maneuverability when 1 
neti 


Before: Grub without flare 
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As the episode opens today, here Lam 
in the cookpt of the O'Day Mariner using 
Dancing Chickens new workable buld 
esetlons ofthe arches or the cockpit wit 
ter cover I figure tha she woulda mind 
my doing thisy since she would undoubt- 
tly ates that tsa good idea to ty 0 make 
Sue tthe place where Plan o hel her to 
ome to fll 5D volity won't get sctnched 
by anon 

‘While working on this, had eecason to 
reflect onthe quentony “So what about those 
Intrvening summers? Wes the O-Day Mert 
ner left oaly abandoned, forsaken and for- 
torn Pondeving his quexon later I emenn 
(Sie tht one of thos summers eas the oe 
dhnng which suyed home from the Sear 
pot Fourth of July ronbost races so lat | 
Poul alse the headroom for the cockpit 
nclostre it had been ony 41 ured rake 
ftto6- but ater Sor so, found outings 
seer (6 start to gel awhivard forsome fase 
So then Tied jst shoot or about 3-13" 
‘Acualy [ended up with slighly under 3" 
‘This miscalculation might have been partly 
attnbutable (or Ike to tink so, beease P'd 
Tike to have an excise) tothe fat hata some 
Poi during he modktcaon got hit onthe 
Read by a tworby-four, which can apparently 
throw off ones calculations bit 

‘On one oer oceasfon, ding the 2015 
fall somes at school h Bot vey warm T 
tras in thereunder te cockpit cover tag 
To do homework when T realized Td beter 
do something about the heat iriber. (had 
fhorevaed veal hate in he sen 
Dur hadn't ye hgured out how to get ene 
to work forthe bow so no cross vetlaon 
Was happening: Avi pulorel aroun yin 
to figure something ott, I suddenly realized 
That'd beter get cu of there eight aay. So 
Tdi. ‘Then T went back downto the ery 
Camper and did my homework there, Off and 
Garang tit sees Thought about the 
Otbay Marine Bur CIS 240" Nerorking 
Conesps) and procrastination have a Way of 
nibbling avay stone's me and Oh well 
Tha vas the and this noe 

So now have improvised ventltion 
hatches at bow and stem and aso I remem- 
Pere a suategy Tused while working sie 
Cid Gesedspon (ny domo) Sly by 
spreading whit, bedshees over the op. 
Dull tigate te effets of the solar i 
flo t's netceable and useful degre 

orhore am, putenng about utlizing 
various methods I have eolccted over the 
Yeas for dealing wil Various contingencies 
Sotarso good Butihen ran ntanother one 
kaise file comune Actusly Thad been 
fae ofthis one for quite some Gime sine it 
fd impacted the old sign as wel. Infact. 
T'was ll working on tying to solve it when 
Tame up with the new design, So of course. 
there stl was, staring up atme from Dane: 
ing Chicken’ workable, and reminding me 
ofa poem ether writen or quoted by Wal 
Kelly (and more recently by Jil and Hal 
Keen, (ww keen neal kelly him) 

"the gel Journey. prs to atop. The 
driting dream i done, the long gone gob. 
fins loom ahead: The deadly. that we thot 
were dead, Stand wailing, every one. 

ONO that may sound bit more 
Gounte in one tan tat which might seer 
fing, under ihe creumstances. Bata tat 
pointy’ I was perceving tha if 1 couldnt 
fesolve this oe factor, then maybe there 
Wrould go my possibly of developing a 
truly viable soition to the problem of get= 
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Dancing Chicken 
‘A MiniSaga in (2) Parts 
Part X 


Copyright 2017 Gloria Sadler Burge 


ting something happening that would really 
‘Work to have this structure shaped up when 
the weather started to do things that weather 
doce in Maine during the winter 

The factor in question was that no matter 
hw rigid the arch halves were in themselves 
hal arches apparently have an inherent ten: 
dency to keep tipping over sideways. Fsten- 
ing them firmly a top and base might seem 
tobe one answer, However, in my’ atlempts to 
do so, not only did [not come up with what 1 
Saw asa truly Viable solution, but that side- 
‘ways dynamic was always sil here, waiting 
Soo speak, forthe right momento stk 

Looking back, can see how abvious the 
solution was and how offen I have seen pie: 
tres of what needed in history books, alven- 
tre movies, et I've since reflected upon the 
fates of te Designer of physics HE ha 

en watching me not se the obvious solution 
Tot like to think how frustrated 1 probably 
‘would have been, But then I remember saying 
tomyselE "Gloria, Duh! Keystone!” 

“Then of couse, the concept had to be 
adapted for use wih spruce lth Tat up with 
‘which I came seems to be working. 'm call 
ing it'"The Keystone Clamp”. As goofy (and 
idea Guia es So po 
has stated) t sounds, Pmy hugely dekled with 
it This might be parly, I suppose, because L 
Was $0 (Well, I guess Fve alteady described 
that suficinty) ght before Iss thatthe 
roi at suddenly perceiving a possiby viable 
“olution might paraly explain or excuse the 
intensity ofthe chotings that followed 

Here itis. Pve drawn this Microsoft 
Paint drawing oft as though it was fabrieated 
from 38” clear plastic to make it easier to see 
‘what's going on: I's not to scale, buthopeul 
i conveys the idea (here are avo couple of 
screws which go trough all Ue pices). 


One end of each half arch sides in on 
each Sie and buts up against the sides of the 
“Sfeystone™ this pent appareny unde 
stands that ies an arch Later, Tl probably 
eid very small diameter bots in those side 
pieces, Why bolts? | guess mostly because 
Prled out trying to work overhead drivin 
Screws with a mantal screwdriver (there are 
Probably other advantages to bols 3s well) 
So-on we go attempting get Dancing 
Chicken’: nest constructed before t snows 
Someone might wonder why T refer 3 
Shes and not some other enclosure o struc 
ture more familiarly associated with chickens 
Sich asa“coop" Thereby hangs a tale 
‘At‘one int during: my’ plterings 1 
took a break and calleda Tien. who had 
jst received some disquieting news: “Shall 
Tpin you a yarn to cheer you up? I asked 
Reverding what I assessed Ss anfatfirmatve 
I egaed her with an apocryphal explanation 


ofthe origin of Dancing Chicken’ orginal 
namesake, I was later strongly enjoined by 
Said fiend to cde that narative here so 
di In this account, Dancing Chicken did ot 
live ina coop because she vasa fee range 
thicken, Very free range, Did someone ask 
“How fiee range was she"? Well 

‘On the farm where she was ised, there 
‘were so many chickens thatthe farmer and 
his wife (who were othervise very nice poo: 
plo) ot oly dot iow al shi aes 

fr hey da’ even know how many chick 
ens they had, So it was relatively easy for 
Esmeralda (for that was ber name) to sip 
vay one evening with her close fiend and 
Sompanton, Martnaduck (with acknowledge- 
nents and high regards to Brad Anderson, the 
Creator of you know-who) 

Manaduck was a good companion to 
have, because aside from being an all-around 
nice guy, he was also widely ead (and not 
jst the Weekday and Sunday funnies) and he 
fad availed himself of an opportunty pro 
Wied by the odds and ends plea up by one oF 
the back windows ofthe farmer's house, By 
"scending carefully, he could reach the Level 
Of the window: Through this window, Mar 
Malu could see dietly over the shoulder 
Othe farmer in his dena e surfed and did 
research on the interme, It Was thereby pos- 
Sie to amass a pretty hefty and very useful 
Gulunenuee 

Esmeralda and Marmaduck headed for 
2 nearby seaport town. Citing. Marmad 
tks catefal and canny strategizing, they had 
ieady survived quite some time hea one 
venins: Marmaduck exctely told Esme 
Sia: "There's building down he test from 
which you gan hear musi, {think its what 
they cata sprano bar" Stealthy they made 
thelr way inside, out of sight behind various 
peces of fumiture including the piano, Then 
jest the right moment, she leaped from a 
Stick of old Broken chats onto the piano 

‘She knew that her timing must be per 
fect, and that she had not only to grab the 
fitention ofthe crowd, bt to gra the right 
Kind of tention immediately, which she dd 
2s she broke info an energetic and extemely 
well executed Charleston, The erown went 
SildTgy luge andere They he 
money. "This happened over enough consec. 
tive nigh (of course Esmeralda divided 
everthing, with the piano player and with 
Marmaduck) that Esmeralda began to: be 
ute well of. 

‘tera conference, Marmaduck and 
Esmeraia decided to open restaurant. To 
compensate the piano player forthe loss of 
ins dancer, he was of coutse ented to hee 
tneals at breakfst, lanch, and (he only one 
up at which he usualy showed, of cour) 
dinner Ifyou are ever in that lite seaport 
town, be Sure to sop in at the "Dancing 
Chicken". The food iy plain but ver) Bood 
Sind the ambiance ts delightful eis st pres 
ert being. managed by. Marmadick, "who 
Frpes anyday now to teeive a postearditom 
Esmeralda who sailed off ino the sunset in 
search ofthat special island 

“hope she finds i”, Marmaduck is 
often Reand o say, and then, somewhat wise 
fully "I hope she nds it very soon So 
Imeanwhiley here T sit busy with my litle 
project. Wil Dancing. Chicken’ “nest” be 
Mealy before the stow Bes? 

We sal ee 


Shipwrights Start Next Phase of 
Edna E. Lockwood Restoration 


Boatyard Manager Michael Gorman 
report that a major step has been made nthe 
historic restoration of 1889 bugeye, Eda 
Lockiwoodr, with her existing topsides hited 
by eran fo sit diretly above her new nine- 
log hull. Edna ‘£. Lockwood represents the 
las of ber kind as the oldest historic log-hll 
bigeye sill under sl 

Tn mid-September, the topsides were 
successfully transferred to sit just above the 
now bull, which shipwrights finished shap- 
ing earlie this year, Atthe same time, Eda’ 
original 1889 hull was moved to the other 
Side of CBMs campus, where it will even 
tually be put on display 

“the next phase in the restoration will 
see shipwrights begin the process of mary 
ing the two sections of the boat, and jacking 
the bottom up to meet frames. New stems 
hatches, addtional stucture will "also. be 
installed this fll and sais will be sent ou to 
have new ones made 

‘The team is testoring Edna E. Lockwood 
by replacing her nine-log bull, in adherence 
to the Secretary of the Interior's Standards 
for Historic Vessel Preservation. Shipwzight 
apprentices working onthe project are genet= 
tly supported by the Seip Family Founda. 


‘A Took between the 1889 log hull of Edna 
Lockwood and ber topsides 8 shipwrights 
begin to iter by crane a 


Edna Lockwood's original 1889 nine-log hull is moved by across the 
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum boatyard after being separated 
for the bugeye’s topsides. It will sit on display on the other side of 
(CBMM's waterfront campus. 


focusing on the importance of layout and 
‘good joinery, while deepening their under- 
standing of woodworking. Basic tools and 
materials are provided. Prior, woodworkin; 
experience is required, with class size limite 
‘and advanced registration needed at bit.ly/ 
CBMMBoatshopPrograms 

The cost for this fiveday workshop is 
{$250 for CBMM members or $275 for non- 
members. Participants must be 16 years of 
age or older, unless accompanied by an adult. 
For more details, contact Jenn Kuhn at (410) 
7454980 or afad@cbmm.org. 


Pintail Launched 
It’s For Sale 


Women’s Woodworking 


‘The Museum is offering a womenonly 
intermediate woodworking class in its 
boatshop from Friday, November 3, through 
Sunday, November 5, and Saturday, Novem- 
ber 11, through Sunday, November 12, from 
10am to 4pm each day. Participants should 
plan to attend all five sessions, 

Led by Boatyard Programs Manager 
Jennifer Kun, this woodworking opportu- 
nity will teach participants to build a stool, 


tion and the RPM Foundation. All work takes 
place in full public view through 2018, when 
Edna will be placed on the marine railway and 


launched at CBMM's OysterFest in Octol 

‘To keep up with the project, including 
progress update videos, visit ednalockwood. 
‘org. For more on the Chesapeake Bay Mati 
time Museum, go to cbmm.org 


Seip Family Foundation Shipwright Appren- 
tice Spencer Sherwood helps slide a steel 
beam, on loan from Chesapeake Shipbuild- 
ing of Salisbury, through Edna E. Lockwood. 
Such beams were used to help lift Edna's toy 
side from her existing hull in September, 
major step in the historic restoration, 


Boatyard Manager Michael Gorman, far right, looks on as Edna Lock- 
wood's topside is lifted from its 1889 log hull to sit atop the new one 
constructed by him and his 


ieam of shipwrights and apprentices. 


Muscum staff and Apprentice for a Day 
(AFAD) Public Boutbuilding Program par 
Tipants toasted the launch of Phntall the 
recently completed 25° draketil with 
Sind chimpagne on August 26 
‘the boat, built through the AFAD program. 
began in January, 2016 as her white cedar 
decks, forward ad aft bulkheads, white oak 
{engine bed logs, and stainless rudder stuffing 
box were installed. Later, her Yanna two: 
cylinder diesel engine was installed, and she 
ws painted white with a red bottom 

Pintail Teatures a reverserake round 
stem, refered 6 locally as "torpedo ster 
dovetail." or“ducktall” These were thelist 
types of powerworkboats developed in the 
Chesapeake Bay repion, having thet hey 
day inthe 1920s and going out of style inthe 
“Qs, when crabpotting became legal 

inti is forsale. For mote information 
about boatyard programs or the purchase of 
Pinta contact Jenn Kuhn at (410) 7454980 
or jkuhn@chmin.org. See more photos ofthe 
project at bitly/CBMMPintal 
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Getting Ready 


Richard came over to get some plywood 
for his house but got sidetracked by some JB 
‘and decided that insurance was good for that 
kind of thing anyway. [ could have pulled 
Lurlyne ot put her on the floating dock but 
decided to put her on the mooring to see what 
hhappens. This mooring consists of a huge 
cast iron street grate with a 3/8" chain and 
‘hooked to the boat with two 5/8” Lines 


gromehe 
Tiki Hut 
‘eb lb 


By Dave Lucas 
Irma Visits the Tiki Hut 


‘We have good protection from the wind 
from the north and West so hope the shelters 
hold up. I put everything out there important 
inside the Queen Anne. Hope that works for 
the rest of the shelters also. 


Howard was good enough to park his 
motor home in just the right place to offer 
some more protection, 
things off ig 
of the rafters of the hut and stashed them in 
the kitchen and folded up the chairs. If we lose 
some you guys can send more strange stuff 


<a - 
Wally went nuts with putting things 
away and when he got tables cleaned off (for 
the first time ever) he found some old paint 
‘and gave them a coat, 


TH report again in a couple days to let 
you know how we fared, 
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Aftermath 


you listened tothe non-stop weather 
reporting you would think that the whole 
state has fo leave and go to Montana with 
Aly gallons of water each or pack into the 
Toca elementary school where they'll save 
You from the homble monster coming to get 
il. This isthe biggest. strongest uaprece- 

dented storm inthe history of the World. Not 
to mention the dal surge: hell it was going 
to flow over the ene fate leaving its bare 
sandy beach, I know that's what all of you 
thought from the emails I got. Even some of 
You who knew better were spreading the BS 
Think the water did go up a coupe fet here 
at my dock 

’AIDoF my neighbors did leave, some 
going as far a6 South Carolina, Sure enough 
the storm tured and came right at us bene 
in Bradenton: we were gers for sue, thats 
wal the TV said: ust hiss ou ass good bye 

Here's some’of the homble aftermath 
death and destruction and bloated bodies all 
‘over, Oh wai, that was some other place: we 
didn't even lose our electricity and air con 
tioning here. And whats with allthis bu 
ing bottled water? Even if we do lose water 
which hardly ever happens, don't they know 
that we can ill up jugs Ton our tap. 


‘The cheap ass canvas boat shelters are 
all still there and no one died. I did have some 
‘ree damage but it was just another day for 
the rest of my neighbors: no pool cages gone, 
not even tree limbs down and they left their 
bombproof block houses to evacuate to Can- 
‘ada, We did have Wally and Susan here with 
us because they live in tin houses that are 
‘waiting to get blown away so some things are 
prudent (they had no damage). 

You'll notice John's john is perfect. That 
rman knows how to build a shithouse. 


OK, OK having said al that this was my 
year to have tes down. I'm the only one in 
ihe whole neishborbood who had anything 
down, We do lve nam ok forest so uss 
sre ad the target onus, We figure that a smal 
Tomado must have dipped down to gt us, We 
fal five old large oa ees snap off about 20 
up, This one just are nipped the comer of 
the house but dd’ teause any leakage Maybe 
they were jst old and weak like most of ws 
becuse the aller pines around them are fine 


‘Some of the gang were here today to start 
clearing away; Wally said to just announce a 
party and fifty of you would show up. 


The kayaks didn’t even blow away. 
Cessna thinks it's all a big game. It was 
scary and windy and noisy but we were pre- 
pared with shuiters and plenty of booze and 
Femember to take it with a grain of salt when 
the weatherman is standing on a roof top 
telling us how bad itis. Oh and I knew that 
Lurlyne could take hurricane winds because 
Eve pulled her up the road that fast. 


Elsewhere in Florida 


‘Two other of our regular contributors 
also live in the direct path of Irma. We asked 
them how this storm affected them and here 
are their reports. 


Ship's Log 
Irwin Schuster, Tampa FL 
A few small oak limbs, frond carcasses 
down, maybe 5” of rain, no loss of power, 
no leaks. 


From the Lee R: 

C. Henry Depew, Tallahassee, FL, 

‘We had no trees down, the electric power 
stayed up as did the Internet connection, A. 
few tree limbs down and a lot of debris, but 
nothing major. The neighbors beside us had 
‘a tree come down across their driveway and 
‘a neighbor behind us had a tree come down 
factoss their driveway. That tree also took 
down their power line but it stayed functional 
while resting on the ground, We have had 
more damage from a summer thunderstorm 
than from Irma. Other parts of the area were 
not so lucky, but most have the roads clear 
‘and electricity restored, 


Building Skin-on-Frame 


Double Paddle Canoes 


AA valuable book for building. any 
skin-on-frame canoe, kayak, or row boat 
Phi the chapter on using wil fr sibs 
Connects antient techniques with modern 
thaterias and design 
“nga, kar and on 
cine. elegant simpli 
fain Oughtred 
logical pogieasica a good 
bibliography. anda Istof sources! 
Nim Marsh Editor Points Bast 
“graceful and beatiful ea” 
‘Matt Murphy, Editor, WoodenBoat 
Magazine 
“Hilary Rossell.chas _ demon- 
strated how to build a vesel that com 
Bins beauty and practicality toa degree 
Fately achieved”* George Dyson, Author 
ot Baidarka 


Tom Dually 


Maybe we don’t have tobe lost find 
some places, Recently it helped: was look 
ing for apuy named Fred. Sure, he gave me 
Aitection¢ over the phone, Sure, took cop 
jus notes, Sure, 1 got lost So, L asked the 
folks who should know like the agman up 
ead inthe backwoods road project that I 
Stumbled into. He sad,“ think 3 on the 
Tht, maybe another mile...maybe "Then, 
there was the ear with two ve ladies who 
Stopped and asked me if Twas lost. Maybe 
ita Because my truck started out prety clean 
this moming. Risht now, a clean vehicle 
sign "you aint from around her, ate ya 
bey inthis shady comer of northern Idaho 
‘They sid, sure we know Fred another 
three and half miles. up that hill Took for 
zm orange bucket by the road." We were 

obably nudging. ether Canada or even 
Riontana. Lost? Sure | was. 


‘There was the other nice lady with the 
Really Big Dogs, who said. if you take 
that sort of narrow tal there.and wind 
round down over the steam. there’ a 
Couple of houses back in there.maybe its 
‘where you're lookin’ foray." I guess I 
Tooked prety friendly she never unholstered 
her gun or anything 

ound Fred He says he keeps the chains 
on the drive wheels of his veteran Ford tractor 
Year round. We waded stores fora while and 
Thought this veteran tandem ate EZ. Loader 
boat tle that's been masquerading asa fat 
bed (complete with four studded sow tres) 
for Gawdonlyknows hos long. 

Pretty slick. When I wanted to look at 
the uailer's underside. Fred just picked it up 
withthe bucket on that Ford, Gotta" admit 
that Tas lusting after those two beautiful 
fanles and hat realy robust frame from the 
elgo. Sure, some of Us see “junk”, some of 
UsSee a diamond inthe rough: Prety sure its 
2 diamond. Pretty sure. 
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Tine View 
MECEEEEY 
AimosiCamada 


by Dan Rogers 


Fred was good enough to bring it on 
down to a place I could get Big Red hooked 
up and headed back out toward our own cor- 
ner of Almostcanada. Let’s see now, with- 
‘out lights, with studded tires and who really 
needs current registration, anyhow? That, 
and I was already late to pick up Jamie: 
the-sea-dog from his monthly meeting with 
Sarah, the dog barber. 


There are some things complicating real 
knuckle-skinning work getting done, much, 
here at the Frankenwerke right now. Best 
I could do before nightfall was to pull that 
heavy-as-a-lead-mine Trex planking off of 
the trailer, now part of our crew here hence- 
forth as Tom Dually. That, and Alice helped 
‘me get him sorta’ out of sight for this part of 
the operation, 


Much, much to do before Tom takes his 
place in the Meet, 28 Miss Kathleen’ new 
Eonsort But ya" know what? I'm pretty sure 
ire gonna’ bg The Man forthe Job. 


‘The Frankenwerke is 
Back in Business! 


‘On the last couple or three road trips 
Miss Kathleen's trailer seemed to be devel. 
‘oping more and more aches and pains. First 
it was marker lights (never designed or mar- 
keted as underwater things) that seemed to 
‘wink out one by one. Then, wire connections 
(and there are Seads of ‘em) started breaking 
inside the erimp connectors and other places, 
that took some heavy duty noodling to nail 
down. The leaf springs seem to be complain- 
ing more and more, as we lurched around 
various parking places of uneven character. 


Most recenty, while bareling_ along 
singe-te Through the seasonally “ube 
{ind onstricon tones on one of ut tee 
state highways. Thought fsa movement 
from the poresde taller fender: We were 
ina line of big ngs that all sored to have 
cbineplace to fet and hemmed in on bth 
sidc-by New Jersey bates The pavement 
fas gouged oi for replacement, and prety 
Tough, Plenty tobe paying attention, 

But, about every third glance in. the 
mnimor showed 4 detaite sehaying back 
tnd fon from that heavy, stel fender. 
Could t be completely Toese? Or only sort 
SPatledToose bn the bol? Nome Set 
Gr thing I really wanted (ond gut. One of 
those fenders icocheting off the Bae and 
ihe following wae would not be 8 pood 
thing. About tien, something black, hey, 
tnd hard to describe appeared immediately 
front ofthe left ont ck ire I went "Kar 
Panning! ofthe frame and foobar 
{iced aider my fet and sounded heavy 
fd hard enough to have done some hinds 
serous damage 

Stil unin with th bulls through that 

endless camurete Cite Nov appeal at 
fis lin, bleeding bake line, or holed mer 
bur it was defintely geting te to look for 
2 bingo fed Tums au, he fst oppor 
ar avenit at the ithe village at Seoqualmic 
Pass found a spot and got su to inspect that 
fender. As | passed the tale tongue, some- 
thing even fone poppal up on ihe ereen 
Tm guessing that hunk of metal (sort of onthe 


‘order of a cast iron lid on a potbellied wood 
stove, sort of) that caromed off the floorboards 
did more mayhem than imagined 

Somehow, it had to hita narrow aperture 
that [ would be hard pressed to hit with a ham- 
mer. The factory plug and bracket and trailer 
plug and several yards of wifing were all dag 


jing along in our wake. I had been running 
that gauntlet without a semblance of trailer 
lights. It was suddenly necessary to band-aid 
things back together. We had yet to run metro- 
Seaitle traffic at the bottom of that mountain 
freeway. No lights would be a no bueno for 
certain. Repairs took a bit longer than initially 
imagined in that cold rain, next to the highway 
and that fender still needed frst aid, too. 


1 made a different kind of discovery a 
couple ortinee weeks back took the whole 
fg acrows log trck scale in Phest River, 
Sfomss my qutetew S001 capacity sale 
fas toting around a bie more than 2 hal 
ton more than that and, Ido remember tk 
ing a couple of leaves out of those springs 
back almost two years ago to make the axle 
Ubotts “tong enough” 
"The tongue extension is petty “inge- 
too, its al lashed together with gal 
Sanized “inending plates," vand grade-1vo 
alvanized carriage bolts | di adda Tot of 
fom: but the ene 6” extension is held on 
sith the faction resulting fom compression 
from these relatively soft fasteners oa stuc 
ture that lexes up and down, vibrates and hes 
fenerlly been Going the hootchie coochie 
Stedily for maybe 20,000 mies. Its either 
time fora complete rework on thal east of 
burden or time to stat completely over. 
“The Frankenverke crew has been off for 
the ene summer and now the Plan- 
partment guys have plugged ina new 


neatly 


priority at the very top of the shop punch list: 
“Place Tom Dually into service, ASAP.” Talk 
about a tall order, he’s a big boy, for starters. 


And, it would appear that those boys 
and girls down in Planning didn’t schedule 
the removal of quite abit of stuff that's accu 
mulated on the shop floor before giving the 
freen light to this undertaking 

But, in'a single night shift, the metal- 
fab crew managed to get new U-bolts fabri 
cated and installed. That seemed like good 
idea, when they broke several ofthe originals 
off just trying to get “em loosened. And, the 
wwhael truck fs now moved as far aft as pos 
sible. A bunch of 3” square tubing has got. 
ten cut up, and drilled for 1/2" shank. ‘But 
its the Design Department that is fumbling 
their way along. Somehow, this rig is gon 
to have to perform just as efficaciously 3s 
the original unit and that original was done 
‘with a-great amount of by-eye curve repli- 
ation, Cutting and installing a new set of 
Curved bunks of about 20° fore "naft wont 
likely be any more difficult than all the other 
stuff we do here. Not fun, just necessary 


Since I sort of had a day or two oft from 
ny ties in preparing the funeral for my now 
passed 94-year old father, I figured the Teast | 
Eouldl do was shovs up for this moming’s staff 
meeting and see what those guys have gotten 
done. They're a bit fapnoovied over how 
measure for Miss Kathleen’ stu keel clearing 
the tailer frame when launching and recover: 
ing. The waters already gotten too cold for 
anybody with 98-poin-6 as a baseline body 
femperiture to want to. go. swimming and 
‘ctally check things out in sits don’t Blame 
those guys for shying say. 

TPtold "em that they should just cut 
thing off as close to the hind end as posible 
find go with it.The engineering guys pointed 
out, *-but, you gota keep this thing hooked 
together back there, can't be wobbling all 
lover the place...remember lat time...?" 


they came up with today. I'll lt you know. 


Sara Ann Dippidy 


1 was just leaving the transfer station, 
Somehow I managed to discard G8Olbs of 
that Trex decking tat had been holding Tora 
closer tothe road than he might otherwise 
Stand. Sixchundred-eighty pounds! Anyhow 
T'vas on my way tothe lumberyard for some 
tore stu to bring this project ‘on line, util 
ity walle bouncing along behind and now 
unburdened. Is Kind ofa twisty-tumey fad, 
Hot the mos! well-traveled way to tow 

‘There was this guy walking along the 
guardrail, not actively hte hiking but long 
‘vay from just about anywhere. I stopped and 
{ked hint if he was walking for pleasure 
fr necessity. He answered, “necessity.” i 
offered to take him where he needed to get 
Snd dropped hin, few miles later, ata or” 
ner there on the “back side” of town. On to 
the lumber yard 

“The design guys here at Frankenwerke 
are not realy too enthused with this yet 
Snother, Wailer overhaul project and I do 
get that, There's a whole’ lot of unk-unk’s 
involved, especially where the curved bunks 
re concermed. The support differ in distance 
part from one tale frame to. another and 
if relly like uying to break nt jal geting 
past all those stuts and supports and frame 
Tengitudials to even sor of imagine howto 
create the same suppor points. Measuring 
Sd actually secing the distances from hull to 
reference points is pretty seattershot. 


“progres you know, one layer at a 
time, until it “looks about right.” Nothing 
now around here, in that. I had this notion 
that I could cap the on-edge treated 2°x 10"s 


with cedar 2°x6"s that could then be shaped 
‘with a Sawzall and angle grinder: 


T figured that T'd need about four 8° 
2rx6"s so when I got to the counter, I std 
“Gimme eight, eight footers. The estima: 
toron this ob hasbeen a ition conservative 
in buying the nts and bolts and stuf. More 
trips back to town, sol just doubled it, kinda’ 
lke wholesale to fetal 

‘Originally. 1 had intended to turn off for 
the storage lot after my stop atthe dump but 
instead I sor of ended up "someplace else.” 
and picked up the guy who needed aside, No 

if deal but | did have to stop at the storage 
lot and put the trp back on Gypsy Wagon 
Szems that ance Indy drives by there on her 
way home and has been thinking she'd Tike 
to Bay CW so thence lady atthe storage fot 
fave the other nice lady my number And 
GW sort of hasnt had a mission yet, so the 
idea wasn't all bad, I met that nie lady who 
wanted to buy GW, and she said she was a 
psyehic reader and wanted a floating gypsy 
Seagon for her crystal ball sul Nov I gota 
fit | never had that iden myself, but who 
hows, ut 

T explained that 1 had goten the hull 
xiginally from a guy up the road fom the 
Storage lot several ears apo, whereupon, she 
told ne that she lived across the read from 
his place. That's kinda" cool, I think. This 
Sra all ona day when the Tot is normally 
loved shad task the nce lady who runs 
the tot to make speci’ dspetsations to 
ome and open the place up for me- She di 
bat immeditely sald she's just goten a call 
ffom her daughter who was having a medial 
emergency, and she hada’ go. Anyhow, after 
faking GUY down tothe lake and doing 4 lot 
test fon the payee reader lady did't have 
time to put the tarp ack on, oy pain to do 
Sone with that high coach oof and al 

So. today after I went tothe himberyard, 
1 was eaded forthe storage lot on my Way 
home. Different route altogether than te one 
into town, Whereupon, here's the sume Buy 
that Thad brought wiih me about an bout 
fr more before walking outa’ town on that 
same highway that I yas nov on, OF eoute 
Tpulled over and picked him up.) said" 
sive you a ride home, bit | could sue use 
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some help pulling a tarp over my bat inthe 
Sage lc up the highway 

Row have tay there are about five 
storage lois within shouting distance of each 
tinraong this same highway the suy sai. 
“Te yours that cute leone that look ike 

sy wagon Ito him yes, “Oh [ell 

RE that one, my wife and were looking att 
just homer ay 

‘As We pulled up to the gate the nice 
lady wo ung the storage Jt cae over oe 
coclabe She tank i for droppin bythe 
EE the day before Tdi infact op by the 
hospital after puting GW away, OF course, 
thence lady athe desk cou tell mer 
ontlatve who was being taken care of 
¢Ou1 st sid,“ know you can't tell me, bul 
‘ull justtll‘em that Dan doped by. 
One of those. kngw that you beow tat 
Know tht you know kinda’ tings-Anghow, 
Told te ale lady who rns the storage yard 
that Tha picked up atta tanger Shom | 
tas going To ake Home ater we eat inside 
the Oncol aren to pur the tarp on, She si 
Oy know all bout him, wanna: know?" 

‘We got the mp back on, and headed 
for someplace up te road," 1o dop of the 
hitchhiker We took the normal assortment of 
paved and nt that we have heeabouts The 
Fes sort of looked fanilian andl metoned 
that [thought my fiend Sam's son, Case 
Ihe arourd there someplace, ‘Canes te 
uy 1 got Punk’ See rom about tears 
Seo. His grander had that boat before 
hums grandpa (Sam's fier inlaw) wana 
WAVE Eivatfe por probably the ony one 
Tlng in Newport, Sais dad was wounded 
in he Bate or he Bulge, as an American 
dogtace: The hth hiker sad, “Oh yeah | 
tee Casey vel well 

I'm tat wondering who Miss Dippdy is 
gonnt'Invoduce me tstomonos” 


Stiff ‘n Sore. 


I stuck sround forthe whole night shift 
lastnight and I pot’ say that nobody. includ 
ing me, st this moring’s staff meeting Ws 
fiat enbusastie abou progress The eng 
necting guys sold me on this prety innova 
tive bunk system with the ok mantra, “Ii 
bea pece 2 cake all ya" gotta’ do cut it 
Dut vith the Sayvall and fnsh it with the 
fngle grinder.” And, I bought that tine 
Taso Bought package of blaes for both 
Ineal and wood fo go ino the veteran Saw 
‘all Therein es the rb 

Ic appears thatthe ast lade 1 wore out 
and broke offi stil clenched tshly in Me 
Milwaukee's teeth Noting I eould do would 
Sstodge that sucker Nothing do take my 
responsibilty a5 crew leader seriously. It 
fnything is gonna’ get done, 'm gonna’ have 
to do my part Spqpo0, seems that I spent 
the wholeghe sft attempting to shape the 
banks with a 60-grit sanding pad on the angle 
finder I rolled Tom into the garage where 
the lighting is-a whole lt beter than out 
tmderie driveway’ light that ad attempted 
to work under. Yes, somebody reminded me 
to pull Kate car ouside, justin case and 
that was a briliant stoke because the ene 
urage and adjoining shop is coted in cedar 
Gist Ceilings, walls, shelves, tools, Hoor, 
boats, everything 

T took my gogeles and mask of to take 
this sho, stil ke a dust storm and there's 
lotof grinding to go The boat is supposed to 
be the convex surface nestled into a concave 
Supporting system, 
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But, my first halfcdozen Frankenbots 
‘were a lot smaller, I could put them on and 
off the birthing cart inside the building. 


Not, the other way around. Anyhow, 
gotta’ wind up the morning meeting and get 
Back to work winter's coming 


This is looking like another one of those 
‘Tiger-by-the Tail moments. Sure would be 
‘good if the whole crew shows up for the day 
shift. I could use some help with this one. 


Hope somebody brings a Sawzall and 
‘a broom, 


‘The Longest Distance 
Between Two Points 

{can’t blame this one on anybody else 
and, of course, it seemed like a reasonable 
Shortcut at the time, Here's the deal: The 
‘whole reason that I'm changing tailers for 
‘Miss Kathleen at all is because I think the 
boat is just too heavy forthe one that she has 
resided upon from Day One. At best this is 
the stuff of hunches, file science, very lit 
tle, Because she's a bit on the chunky side, 
I've been resisting the normal method of 
‘swapping trailers here at Frankenvierke, Nor- 
mally 1 just pick a boat up in slings and pull 


And, away we went 


Then, we started including standing 
‘headroom in our opus’ soit took a whole new 
method of re-horsing ihe girls, The first few 
loadings were a bit shaky. There were tipped 
lover shop cranes, inchworm evolutions with 
‘multiple floor jacks, 


stands, and other 
approaches. Usually ihey worked, but I nor- 
mally needed help and often that is the one 
‘commodity in short supply around here. 
Teven tried skidding one on the snow. 
‘There are some seasonal limitations to this 
method but it worked okay. But, that winch 
strap was singing a dirge before it was over. 


000000000, I got the engineering types 
and the assorted hangers on from around this 
farflung operation together and. we. brain 
stormed. Some wise guy said that [had ial 
backwards, thatthe Best way to slip a trailer 
under a boat i as if you are launching it, only 
the boat stays put andthe trailer moves. And. 
sve"ve done it that way a eve times now 

So, what's the problem? I decided to 
take a shortcut to simplify things, save some 
Steps In the process, we wasted the work of 
Anentire night shift by starting allover again 


with the day shift. For some hairball reason, 
it made sense to launch MK and leave her in 
the water while we worked on the new and 
‘old trailers side by each, 


But, now the boat's in the water in a bor. 
rowed sip 

‘The old waiter has been rendered unser. 
viceable. The new tailer isa huge question 
mark as far as being ready to habla Boat out 
ofthe water and come home with it IFT had 
Simply’ lifted the boat up and slipped the new 
trailer under ifor as many tal ftings as 1 
may have wanted, things would have gone 
much more smoothly. But, here we ae. 


MK is spending the night afloat without 
ime. Tom is sorta put together and will need to 
be test fited by my parking truck and trailer at 
the ramp and walking a mile of so to get MK. 
‘Then, Ihave to run the boat over to the ramp, 
and see if itll fit. If good, then good. But, 
if is the normal thing, we'll be playing this 
game for a few days yet. And, to really pile 
Salt on the wound, as i start into this game of, 
‘musical chairs, did witness how the one-per- 
centers of our litte fraternity travel, 


Thave a hunch that guy doesn’t have to 
do his own work. And, speaking of work, I'd 
better get back to it. Miss Kathleen is count- 
ing on me, winter's coming. She can't stay 
where she is. 


MAAS ROWING SHELLS 
AB INFLATABLES 
TRINKA 8, 10 & 12 DINGHIES 
HONDA OUTBOARDS. 
THULE RACKS 
ROWING INSTRUCTION 
55 Spicer Ave., Noank, CT 06340 
(860) 536-6930 


ATLANTIC 
COASTAL 
KAYAKER 


2017 
Our 26th Season, 


Would you like to 
read more, lots more, 
about sea kayaking? 


SUBSCRIBE 
NOW! 


Atlantic Coastal 
Kayaker will bring 
you 36 pages monthly 
all about sea kayaking, 
8 times a year 
(March through 
December) 


All this 
for only $24 
(8 issues) 


Like to see the next 
issue? Just ask. 


Subscription Order Form 


Name: 

Address: 
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State: Zip: 

Send check for $24 payable to: 
Atlantic Coastal Kayaker 
224 Argilla Rd 
Ipswich, MA 01938 
(978) 356-6112 


(Phone & Fax) 
ackayak@comeast.net 
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A few years ago the Ealtor mentioned 
thathe didnt like rowing because he couldn't 
see where he was going all he could see was 
{good view of where he had been. I wasn't 
Paying attention, I built a rowing skiff any- 
fray. You may have followed the building 
progress over several issues of MAVB. 

T decided that Bob was right and my 
flet was getting too large. The Oar Boat is 
‘on the action block: She is a prety 14 footer 
that fits inthe back of my Ranger track and 
itis light enough ther this od man can move 
it around the yard and across the grass o my 
favored launch place. 

“The Oar Boat was chosen to be sold so 
I could justify my next boat, She was not get 
ting used and fam thinking that my next proj- 
ct will bea very simple sailboat. The same 
tules apply. First must fit into the Ranger. 
Second it must be light enough so this old 
man ean move it around on the hard 

Tbuilt a Pickup Squared a few years 
back and realy liked the balanced lugsal and 
decided to build a smaller boat to make good 
use of that same rig. Every time | sailed the 
Pickup Squared I goto thinking about how it 
‘would work out aa decked over scow with 
{cockpit large enough for bvo guys to pit 
their fet in. Maybe a tle padding under the 
tedges ofthe cockpit to restone's feet against 
‘when hiking out 

‘OK now itis about to happen. am star- 
ing another boat with the only plan in my 
head. It may seem silly o some, but in the 
state of Minnesota «non motorized boat under 
10" Tong requires no license, Why not make it 
9°10" no license required, also it would be 

iter and easier to load forthe lake. 

‘Now for a plan. I did some measur- 
ing on the Pickup Squared. My biggest con- 
em was getting the mast and centerboard in 
the right relationship with each other. With 
the balanced lugsail one has lot of leeway 
because the sail can be moved fore and aft on 
the mast 

(OK next I need a shape for the sides 
and a shape forthe bulkheads and transoms. 
i'sianted with one bulkhead for the center of 
the boat, Frmust be under wide to fit easly 
inthe back ofthe ruck. decided on an even 
1 deep and started from there 

‘Another decision was how much flare 
the hull should have. A70* angle seemed 
ood so now itis time to make a scale mode 
My scale was 2° to the foot. That gives me a 
model 20° long and 2° deep. 

T made a. bulkhead with the scaled 
dimensions from some. 1/2" plywood and 
next decided on the size of both transom. 
{This established the curve of the sides. I 
made scale models of both parts Keeping the 
same 70° angles 

‘The side panels were cut out of poster 
board and witha thin batten I drew the curve 
that | thought might work out. The second try 
svas magic. Just what I wanted. These pats 
‘were all put together witha staple gun 


Now that I had established the shape 
of this new boat I looked again at the cen- 
ter bulkhead and decided that one bulkhead 
would not work out. That is where I wanted 
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In My Shop 


By Mississippi Bob 


to put the cockpit so I will have two bulk- 
heads that will define where the cockpit 
will go. The daggerboard case will fit in this 
space. I will worry about that later: 

Now as I start building the full-sized 
boat I wanted something rather stiff for the 
bulkheads that would take the compression 
of the sides being wrapped around them. 1 
chose to use some 1/4" Baltic Birch for the 
two bulkheads and transoms. This plywood 
is five ply and very stiff. Iris also very heavy 
‘compared to the lauan underlayment that will 
be the bulk of the plywood in the boat. 

1 drew up these parts and sawed them 
‘out. [also cut holes in both that would accept 


‘2 6" inspection port. It is much easier to do 
this while the parts are not built into the boat. 


Eee Te oa 
Fee es ace 
Eee 


Thad piece of oak leftover rom another 
Job that wae perfect for appying clampin 
pressure. T lad that across both panels a 
{plied a small amount of pressure, NOt too 
much as dd want to Sduceze out al the 
pony. The nextday [removed the clamps 
Sd nails and admired my work. [now pat 
Poth panels ousie to Outside and clamped 
them Recurely to each other so could draw 
the sher and baton ines on one and sa” 
thew oat ogethor hs way know dat ght 
brwrong ey willbe te same 

Th some long pieces of 1/4 square 
stuf longer than ths bat ha used ta 
in cull ince on ihe side panels When | 
Slated the model all the nes were fit 
aves so the same thing shoul work onthe 
fullsized boat 


I measured where the bulkheads should 
be and drew a square line across the panel. 
next transferred that line to the opposite side 
so I had a line that would be on the inside 
of the hull after they were cut to shape. I 
marked the ends of the panel where the tan- 


soms should fit and clamped the long batten 
first at the bulkheads and then bent the strip 
to the marks for the transoms. The wood strip 
formed a fair curve that would create the final 
shape of the side panels. Both the sheer and. 
bottom edges had to be cut to shape. 

Remember these sides are clamped 
together and most stay clamped until they are 
cut to shape. A few minutes with my saber 
saw and I had two mirror image side panels. 

‘At this point I was filled with anticipa- 
tion. I wanted to see if I_got all the shapes 
right so I screwed some 3/4” cleats onto the 
inside and clamped things together. I was 
very pleased with the shape. 


[As this boat develops you may be 
shocked by the number of holes made by all 
the sews, Notto worry they willl get eo 
tered with the berglss tape that will event 
lly hold things together 


On the rugged shores of the British 
Isles and the fjords of Norway, small, dou 
ble-ended wooden boats have long plied the 
old waters of the North Atlant, owed oF 
sailed by their fishermen owners. Bull of 
Tapatake hardwoods, they are reminiscent of 
old Viking boats nthe North Alani, the 
Small rocky islands and refs tha line the 
oases are called “skerties,” after the Old 
Norse word "sker.” Often owed and sailed 
in and around skerres, these litle worKbats 
re rgged enough forthe rocky shores. 

“his pst fal dhe Hudson River Masiime 
Museum offered class to build the modem 
descendaot of those histori British and Se 
Sinavian working beats Called "Ske 
fer those rocky islands, his version is tough 
nd lightweight, easy to sll or row Riverpor 
Wooden Boat School Senior nsrictor Michael 
Puryear nots, “This class was an opportuty 
tolears how to build boats using mer sit 
nd-glve technology, which produces ighise 
fn songer wooden boat.” 

For many. people, building a sailboat is 
dream come wue.It was always my dream 
{rowing up.” says Puyear. To bud ost and 
then sil of into the sunset is now an alr 
tbl reality for Hudson Valley residents 

‘The resulting boat was lhtweight and 
easy to pull up on a beach atthe end of the 
day and!make camp. At1S"Tong with ether a 
foursided speisaf or tangular gunter rig 
sal the Skerry can be rowed while under sa 
fn Uncommon feature for small boats. The 
mast can also be stepped down if you prefer 
to us ow. At around 100lbs, the Skery ean 
be’ car-topped with two aduis, o i incred- 
ibly easy to pull nan out of the watse on a 
small tile 


Building a Skerry 


Anything But Scary 


Unlike previous boatbuilding classes at 
RWBS, this Skerry build was a group build 
with a group of students working together to 
build a single boat. This boat was built from 
scratch using only plans, not kits, giving stu- 
dents the full range of woodworking skills as 
they built the boat from star to finish, Students 
centered a lotery to “win’ the final product 

The “Group Skerry Build” class took 
place every Thursday and Friday. September 
21 until Friday, November 3, with Saturday, 
November 4 asa final class for any finishing 
necessary, as well as to celebrate the comple- 
tion of the boat and draw lots. 


About the Hudson River 
Maritime Museum 

Located along the historic Rondout 
Creek waterfront in downtown Kingston, 
NY, the Hudson River Maritime Museum is 
12 501(€)3 non-profit organization dedicated to 
the preservation and interpretation ofthe mari- 
lime history of the Hudson River, its tibutar 
ies. and related industries. HRMM opened the 
Riverport Wooden Boat School in 2016 and 
the Riverport Sailing School in 2017. For fur. 
ther information go to: www.hrmm.org 


CHESAPEAKE LIGHT, CRAFT 


THE WORLD’S MOST POPULAR KITS AND\PLANS?) 


KITS & PLANS FOR KAYAKS * CANOES ¢ SUPs * ROWING CRAFT © DINGHIES * SAILBOATS 


CALL 410-267-0137 OR VI 
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Sailing in a boat witha boomless main 
is unexpectedly pleasant Suddenly [no Ton 
get noed to duck asa mil pole sweeps over 
fy head I can lower the sil and put i out 
‘ofthe way, to row or scl A bail ine, ove 
through af eyelet onthe leech allows me to 

aber the sal against dhe mast like roman 
Shae, ina moment. can do this to gybe ina 
strong wind, to shorten salina squall, orto 
heave w and fish 

Tn boats with more than one sail, English 
fisherman sometimes preferred sil wih a 
sala nearly vertical leech, and a lose foot. 
‘This rig was "Kinder wo those on deck than a 
sloping leech ora boom,” They could shorten 
the sail "by bring as well a esting (ic 
MeKee, p12). 

‘The Compac 16/1, built from 1976 
to 1983, could have a ‘boomiess 
Because the mast has no. spreaders. The 
plan, shown in Figures Tand 2. meets four 
requirements for such a rig. Fits, as Job 
Leather advises for a boomless. standin 
lg, the clew of the sll in 16" boat woul 
“need to be about 2°6" forward ofthe tran- 
som, ifthe sheet isto set well Tor windward 
Sailing from the lee quarter of a wansom of 
normal breadth” (p.79) 

Second, as Philip Bolger says, a boom: 
les sil needs “to be sheeted to point well 
off de centerline to draws well 10" from the 
intersection of the Tuff of the sail with the 
deck isthe rule of thumb" 

‘Third, Bolger adds tht, "boomless sail 
needs sheet lead that splits the clew angle” 
(p.8) Fourth, the center of effort of the new 
Hoomiess gal rig would need to be similar 
to the standard ib headed main. nthe plan, 


For those who know 
there is simply nothing 
better than messing 
about in small boats. 


Join your like-minded friends 


across America in pursuit of 
happiness. 
aPPInesS: Visit TSCA.Net 
and sign up today. 


stl Sgy, 


; 


Fesdeigs canoe: themed merchandise. 
‘Traditional Smalll Craft Association www. WEHA‘org 
PO Box 350 Mystic, CT 06355 603-323-8992 
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A Boomless Mainsail 
For a Compac 16 


By Duncan Wright 
cdiwright95@ gmail.com 


the center of efor of the booms 
Bt similar point on line fom the 
Stern The center of effort i higher, since the 
sali taller 

Inthe plan, there ae additional changes. 
‘The mast fs shorter. A bowsprit (avalible 
through Compac Vachs) has been added 

One distdvantage of a gall sail with a 
short foot occurs when reeling it the center 
df elfort moves hack, eausing weather hel 
‘This might be lessened by tuning the rig to 
kegp the mast vertical, keeping the boat Bat 
sand moving the crew aft. In summary, the 
Stvantages‘of the boomless gall ig appear 
freater than the disadvantages: the rig seems 
to drop into pace. 

I! you ty 1 hope you'll write an ani 
cle abot yout experiehee for Messing Abou 
In Boats. 
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Sail plan for a boomless gaff’ mainsail for a 
Compac 16/1 


Deck, plan 
sheeting ane 


4 Compac 16 showing the 
ataboomless ga mainsail 


Heritage Association 


Join the Wooden Ghioe Hétitage Association today and 
receive SIX Issues Of Wooden Canoe, the full-color journal 
q of the WCHA. Other bene 
and national events thragghout Canada and the United 
States, on life reffprch andcepair help, and wooden 


Wooden Canoe 


‘of membership include local 


This article is for the Gaffers of the 
sailing world. When was the last time you 
looked up at your gaff jaws, saw an annoy’ 
ing wrinkle aad thought to yourself, wish 1 
had gaff saddle? Or when was the lst ime 
you looked up at your saddle, saw an annoy 
ing wrinkle and ihought to yourself, 1 wish 
Thad gaff jaws? It's a slippery slope when 
you begin asking yourself what works best 
fo create a good looking, speed efficient, gaff 
rigged sal 

Fist no matter how frustrating it can be 
at times t0 get a perfectly wrinkle free, gah 
Figged sail, there sil is, in my opinion, no 
better rig fora traditional small craft. Over. 
Ail the ga rig allows fora safer experience 
‘while underway. When you find yourself in 
{gusty conditions, needing to trim the sil or 
moving toward the bow to drop anchor, the 
low center of effort provides you with more 
control Scandalizng the sail isthe process of 
fssing the peak and not disrupting te throat 
halyard, one can instantly de power the boat 
making an approach or begin the reefing pro- 
cess die to high winds 

‘At Arey's Pond Boat Yard we have 
been building small eatboats since 1973. All 
the boats we built through the 1990s have 
‘wooden ga jaws. After repairing and replac- 
ing countless jaws we started to take a closer 
Took atthe option for our bigger boats to use 
‘eat saddle 

Tn 1992 we were asked by the owner 
of Pandora, a Bernie Huddlesion 20° cold 
molded catboat, to maintain her and keep her 
race ready. The gaff sade that Bernie built 
for the high peaked Pandora caught my eye 
Ie was built of laminated plywood, saddled 
the mast beautifully and left no wear marks 
fon the beautifully varnished mast 

‘When we designed and built our first 
2° cold molded catboat with a high peak 
e wanted the saddle, so we modified Ber- 
nhe’s creation, For exarnple, we decreased the 
‘overall height as we felt this detail was eii= 
Salto getting it ight. The tighter we could 
fet the throat, the better the sail set. AS years 
‘ent along, Pandora was becoming more 
find more competitive in New England Cat- 
boat racing and the fussier and fussier the 
griner sce, On Bot tac ay point 
beyond a close reach the salle would twist 
and create a small wrinkle and awkward 


Jaws vs Saddles 
By Tony Davis 


sition. After a lot of studying we figured 
Sur what the problem was, twas a combina 
tion ofthe sade being too long andthe force 
othe gaff The force would twist he saddle 
Sand asthe sal was let out, the saddle would 
be halted by the taught peak and throat hal 
yards leading to the deck. 

‘So we made a new saddle vacuum bag- 
ging plywood laminae: Even huh he 

ign wat shorter, we sill came actos the 
Same problem, though not quite as bad. There 
was tlk of leatered gaff jaws, but knowing 
how hard the boat i sailed we decided that If 
ste sliced to jas we could potently cause 
more issues such as breakage inthe middle of 
$trace. Also, the curve of he js to match the 
peak angle would be extremely cifficul to lam- 
Mate and ihe halyard got caught between the 
js and mast it would eeste a huge bind dur 
ing a quick reefing situation. Ps, any wrinkle 
from the twist of the jaws may not be congo 
Table from he haar! leds: We weighed the 
options and thought, if we could perfect the 
side was the best opin. 

Tn 2010 we built & 20° custom high 
peaked catboat for cruising and when it came 
{o the rig design I, again, wanted a saddle 
especially since we went with carbon mast 
Thad lost some confidence in my own sad- 
dle'designs and searched the web for oth- 
ers, which is when I found Classic Maine 
in Sutfolk, England. Who better than the tue 
gaffes of the world to have some helpful 
Snswers on saddle design? 

Talked in detail 10 Moray at Classic 
Marine about gaff angle. [had given this a 
lotof thought duting our attemps. Lhousbt 
having lead coming othe saddle 15" tothe 
throat block would eliminate possible jams 
‘when peaking for windward ‘work. Moray 
explained that was right but didnot make 
the flange that roceives the galf long enough. 
‘The higher the peak, the longer the Mange. 
this prevents the gaff rom twisting and it 
ing the gl. guesioned if the fnge the 
fling, the more chance of stain and stress 
on the cold molded iting, which is why I 
decided ogo all metal 
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“Little Bird” Me Seine 


Owner Annie Holmes, San Diego, CA 
“Titmouse” design by Sam S. Rabl, N.A. 
probably late 1930's. Xx 
15’ OAL x 6’ Beam N 


Small Craft Illustration #2 by Irwin Schuster 


irwin schuster@Verizon.net 
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PHIL BOLGER & FRIENDS, 
BOAT DESIGNERS 
PO BOX 1209 


GLOUCESTER, MA 01930 
FAX 978-282-1349 


copa cape see 
ore ee Sie Lae a 
to show three and four part halyards on small 
apace oe oh eels 


Phil Bolger & Friends 


on Design 
Design Column #517 in MAIB 
Design #280 — Harbinger Cat 
Rigged Day Sailer 


15°x7"I"x11" board up/3°6” board down 
121sf of sail, one pair of oars 


havea squares head to keep the are above the 
reo points more in ine withthe ful sal 

"Brad wanted the baton of the rudder 
cut up above the line of the skeg, for obsi- 
fous reaons. 1 didn't think it would bold her 
reaching at tat depth, We concluded I would 
draw ity way, he would build it his, and 1 
‘ould say,“ told you so" if | happened to be 
Song when she tuned around an looked hima 
in the eye, cafashion, Then constuction was 

ut of Tor a year while he built an auxin 

End a power cruise for paying customers nd 
in the meantime it occured fo me that if we 
Ut about a fourineh plate along the batons 
Df the shallow rudder to keep some ofthe Now 
St water trom eddying off the Botiom of the 
Dla, might work at his depth afterall. The 
sal plan shows the profile shape; look atthe 
Moccasin design fra detail ofa similar ul 
dee and a the text about Blakgaunet Hl for 
some discussion of this matter of endplates 
nd radde effectiveness, which i technically 
somewhat interesting 

"Some things ae simply right for good. 
Study her lines nd you'll ever look at any 
recent daysailer production catboat the same 
way again, She's a careflly crafted vintage, 
whe thoxe comfortably commodious plastic 
jobs I see outside in ou dal ere are more 

wine-in-a-carton... Well, dfendable 
cases of Naming snobbery do have their pace 


“The original hull was built wadtionally 
Sank on fame to a Bins that over 40 years 
iter, suggests superior constriction, along 
with rigorous annual maintenance schedule 
to keep her looking this good for this long. 
Dark brown stain on her planking inside and 
‘medium gloss ery outside, with just a few 
palches of varnish here and there. And Story 
{id indeed run perfectly sweeping seam ines 
of the planking, never suggesting that she 
iS not & traditionally built wooden boat of 
understated elegance 

Sill in Wood, but leveraging all sorts 
of modem ideas, Ross Lillstone in Austra 
ia bil one with an epoxy-glued Tin 3 
planked basis, no doubt then already well 
fared. Then he added a diagonal lamination 
of 2 layers of 3mm ply’ tips, to finally cov 
fred this 12mm lamifation with 6o2 elas. 
loth, dressed up even further with vamished 
transom and woodctin, all 19 high-gloss 
finish, The strips sil show inside but under 
Tots of gloss. A different interpretation of 
wooden boat building” 

Finally, as I write this piece on Sep. 11 
2017, here the all-bighefnished version of 
#280'by Messrs M. Delaney and M.Trewongy. 
sailing before what I just cme to notice as 
the pre-iTT skyline of New York City. Fine 
fat rendered in exquisite wood-work before a 
backdrop of temendous global nancial and 
thus political power rendered in ste, glass 
concrete. Seems actualy like a young fan 
Star with that dle standing up, hfe ves 
test and mother’s vigilant eyes nd al 

Well Tet me spoil this fine balance of 
Phil's prose, his Beautiful design at, bull 
by’ determined folks to matching standards 
bcse sooner of later you'll remember Phil 
mentioning ‘sandbagger”. Before long you'll 
be feverishly thumbing through your MAIB 
slash for Vol #7 of November 2013, pl 
$e geting increasingly imation along with 
me ) over how Desig #470 "Bobeat 
plan could grow from 110s! to 250sf of sil 
Sed... which should make #280 "Harbinges” 
tow io perhaps 275s o, well, 300 

‘You'd sure want to trick through various 
reinforcements to her bl, then the new mast 

al and boot, just before you propose a ta 
Deze that could force that rat clean through 
that innocent catboat bottom that never 
fven had any fitings for stays or shrouds 

"And yeti you ever saw atthe Mystic, CT 
rouseuin how those sandbaggers rally” run 
in lightest of ar, their vistal and dynamic 
drama, the. crews” facial expressions, the 
seeming threat to other boaters of speed and 
Sich long. bowspits and booms then 
you could be excised the itch to see what it 
would take on just the seal ofthis 15-footer. 
‘Affordable glory. driven mania, just beyond 
ihe edge of soberreason. 

Plans for Design #280. Harbinger 
remain available solely feom PBA for US 
5100 to build one boat, sent priority mal 
rolled in tube 
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Harbinger on her mooring in Essex Bay just 
south of Hog Island. 


Harbinger’s oarlocks and cockpit. 
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Harbinger's straight stem and hollow bow- 
‘waterline for a beautiful shadow on trailer 
or afloat, 


Harbinger’s stem quarters showing off her 
slack bilges. 


Lillistone's #280 with crew getting aboard, 


Lillistone’s #280 on her first sal 


Lillistone’s #280 hull taking shape. 


Bright finished #280 by M.Delaney and M. 
~ ‘Trewongy before the pre-9/11 New York 
Lillistone’s #280 on her way. City skyline 


GE ME sristot sronze GE ME sristot sronze 


@ronse Fietings tor Traditional and Claaale Yachts @ronse Fietings tor Traditional and Claaale Yaches 


Keep the rail of your 
boat from damaging your 
oars. Designed for the 
Melonseed skiff, these 


= raised oval oarlocks do 
Don’t ruin your boat with the bleed- 2 a perfect job. For a com- 
ing rust of Stainless Steel. Bris- plete catalog of all BRIS- 
tol Bronze makes three sizes of the TOL BRONZE unique 
Cleat/Chock shown above. For a | 7 Bronze fittings go to: 
complete catalog of fittings go to: Bristolbronze.com or 
Bristolbronze.com call us at 
(401) 625-5224 (401) 625-5224. 
P.O. Box 101 
Tiverton, RI 02878-0101 


‘Messing About in Boats, November 2017 — 45 


Meet Ron Harrison 


Salem Marine Artist 
subman2@earthlink net 


1 grew up around boats, large and small, in a city with a very 
proud dnd important mantis history now largely forgotten. Tht his- 
tory bas been subverted by a mad Hallowe'en Party every October 
which brings thousands of fourss, some costumed, fom al over the 
oubity and sometimes olher parts of the world. Forgotten now isthe 
fact that Salem, Massachusetts as once one ofthe wealthiest cites in 
th county. allibecause a ts mariners, their ships and their trade inthe 
Far East ts wealth and culture sill hv in pars of the ity but their 
reason fr being i just a memory to thoxe who take the trouble to read 

More on that ater 

‘When it came time to full my military service obligation - does 
anyone do that anymore? =I naturally chose the Navy, retiring 28 4 
Senior Chef Petty Officer on the deck ofthe USS Consitation alter 24 
Years of active and reserve service. was sory to leave alter the Navy 
‘ook me to parts ofthe word never would have seen otherwise. Peal 
Harbor twice, Germany, Romania, Spain, Italy, Greece, and many 
places here inthe US. 

‘Somewhere along the lin I picked up a paintbrush and started to 
tum out paintings of marine subjects in watercolor. focused on Navy 
subjects, ships, working pares, Might deck scenes, submarines a 3 
fand in dry dock, This came along witha civilian life of working in 
Now York City. helping my late wife aise our family and making job 
changes we thought benefited ou ives. worked, slong with my wie, 
to provide forthe family but teed to continue with my painting. When 
retrement came I knew i was going to pain. 

‘Along the way a Navy painting I had created of two guided mis- 
sile desuoyers being refueled at sea, and tiled "Lining Up For A 
Drink” attracted attention, several large avards, and sales. Someone 
in Montana I didn't know atthe time recommended me to the US. 
Coast Guard's COGAP (Coast Guard Art Program). After avery com: 
palitive selection process Iwas selected in 2008 as an “oficial” Coast 
{Guard artist. (The painting n spite ofits wide appeal Was rejected by 
‘major show as being "oo warlike). 

‘Shortly alter my selection was publicized internally by the Coast 
Guard, the petty office in charge of running the Fist U.S, Coast Guard 
District Admial's residence at Hospital Point in Beverly, Massach- 
seth, contacted me to do a portaitof the hore. It was accepted as 
the “offical portrait ofthe Fesidence in ceremony attended by the 
‘Admiral and many Coast Guardsmen in uniform and me in mutt 

But painting Navy gray ships is hiche at loved by me, But not 
appreciated by everyone, s0 shifted from powered ships to those 
ven by the wind, and started eoletng idbons for hove to. rit 
floated I painted it. Soon Iwas regarded by many as a marine artist and 
thats a niche in itself, So my focus hes changed somewhat from just 
silo include work boats, the dirtier and the more beat up the beter, 


Salem's Francis Enters the Mediterranean in 1808 
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ant owes even planes, one of which Iwas able o By atone tine 
and portais of children and families. 

Te had my share of boas, 17° Penn Yan wooden runabout that 
kept on the Hudson Rivera 22" Fenwick Willams designed wooden 
tathost with a Macon ig that [ Kept in Salem Harbor behind my 
ruses 10" iberglase Whithall Tender with an hougias ste no 
upfor sale Gustaskl) anda 14" kayak that cant get safely into or out 
Of now forse on the Forest River infront of my home 

Tint gett se, or rather “to harbor” much anymore (I seem to 
have other things todo) but! Koop busy with panting ports ofthe 
boats in which ohers goto sea, or taming out paintings oftheir marine 
possessions for notcards or evento putin frames fo hang on thet 
Walls Sometimes I don't get around todo it before they sel the boat 
tnd have nothing fo remember iby but small snapshot, but thats 
enough todo a good sized work of art for them, 

But back to Salem's nearly forgotten maritime history. One of 
my recent goals isto ty and capture Salem's historic watetiont the 
‘way was when it was a working port in all is dinginess and activity 
TNe done four paintings ftom 100eyear plus ol photos that show how 
“anpretty twas and how grit got those photos from the Peabody 
Essex Museum herein Salem, a world class operation that is big bus 
hess and not only a repository of the past I eallya grea place, and 
probably the only place nowt research the glory of Salem's marie 
past Itused to be easier to acces is martin history collection, it 
Ei tl be done if you ae willing to jump through some hoops 

Tsed to have website which was cline forabouttwelee yeas 
It doesnt exist anymore because the guy who used to fake eae oft for 
tne moved avay and 'm not smart enough todo ton my own, People 
are alfyays asking if they ean see my work, Itused to be easy to do 
that whet I had the webster now {have fo teem to send mean 
ermal at subman2@earthlioknet with “Paintings” inthe subject ine 
fnd I can oblige them, 

Several of my paintings are reproduced here (in black & white 
due o printing constants, notin their orginal color) OF particlar 
note the full rigged ship Front, aploting ofan actal Salem trader 
that I developed fom plans that {had fo Wear gloves to look a. The 
Caption is “Salem's Franes enters the Mediterancan in 1808". The 
plans ofthe Francis andthe Friendship (a eplica of whichis docked 
tt Derby Wharf here at out Salem National Historie sit) were Kent 
Gal and were bila the same yard 

Til keep painting and reading Messing Around in Boats as an 
armchair participant dy shoes: Retiemeat ca be great 


If anyone wants something done featuring their boat for this 
Christmas season, the sooner the better. subman?@earthlink.net 


Seudding Home 


Out of Work in Virginia 


USS Thresher 


SHAW ¢ TENNEY 


Makers of the world’s finest 
wooden oars and paddles. 


900-260-4867 - SHAWANDTENNEY.COM. 


Deepwater Reveille 


Lining Up For a Drink 


From oars to sail and more 
YOUR BOAT IN WATERCOLOR 


Ready for framing or as notecards 
By U.S. Coast Guard artist 


Ron Harrison 
Salem, Massachusetts 


at 


‘subman2@earthlink.net 
email for quote:put MAIB in subject line 


Tt’s lout time 


Join Us 


Kayaksailorcom 


Box 1470 Hood River, OR 97031 Ph 5 
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The following is an excerpt froma thesis 
by D. B. Goodsell entitled A Canoeing Remin- 
iscence, to be continued in future issues 
of The American Canoeist. We hope you will 
enjoy this piece of canoeing history. 


My start in canoeing occurred in the summer 
of 1889, when I joined the Yonkers Canoe 
Club. I bought from Theodor S. Oxholm a 
home-made decked sailing canoe, the ''Nesta’'. 
Tt was of lapstreak build with a nice mahog- 
any deck. It had 100 square feet of sail 

in a lateen rig, two centerboards and about 
six feet open cockpit between water tight 
‘bulkheads; room in which to sleep which 
appealed to me. I wanted to cruise and 
sleep in my boat. 


‘The first time that I ventured out in it all 
went well for a while until I got under the 
shadow of the Palisades of the Hudson. A 
sudden rock breeze, an upset and I drifted 
ashore at a place that I was destined to 
visit many times thereafter: the well known 
"Egg Beach", now a part of the Palisades 
Park. ‘This was for years a meeting place 
of the Hudson River canoeists, the scene of 
a mmber of Atlantic Division meets and much 
racing. Our weekends were often spent in camp 
here in following years. 


That sumer saw me improving in sailing so 
that thereafter I was able to keep right-side- 
up, and I ventured on a number of cruises to 
Croton Point on the Hudson. ‘The return fron 
there with a load of grapes, and the duck 
shooting in Mikey Gourdine's Barnegat Sneak 
Box are remembered. Mikey still lives, near 
the old Black Horse Tavern, and Jinmy Hand 
sent me a letter of his some time since. 

My spirit of adventure had been aroused and 
I was now keen to cruise the nearby waters. 


In the fall of 1889 I joined the A.C.A., 
receiving the number 1616 and attended my 
first Executive Comittee dinner at Clark's 
restaurant on the south side of Twenty-third 
St. near Sixth Ave. W. P. Stevens was Vice- 
Commodore and Frank Dunnell was Sec'y. - 
Treas. of the Atlantic Div'n. During the 
winter we attended the New York C. C. 
Meetings at the Fencers Club on west ‘Twenty- 
four St. and we took lessons in fencing under 
the direction of Prof. Nicholas. An incid- 
ent long remenbered was a bout between 
Schuyler Schieffelin, six feet tall, and 
Bowyer Vaux something over five. In later 
years I named my bilge-board canoe "Engarde"’ 
in memory of these days. In 1893 the 


@} 4 CANOEING REMINISCENCE ia =) 


Executive Committee dinner was again held at 
Clark's; Irving Dorland, Commodore and George 
Douglas, Sec'y. - Treas. 


‘The A.C.A. meet of 1890 was sctieduled to be 
held at Jessup's Neck in Peconic Bay, Long 
Island, N. Y. and near Sag Harbor where I had 
lived as a boy and absorbed my first tang of 
the sea. I remember well the two old whaling 
vessels which laid at the dock for years, 
unused and in their last days. I was enthus- 
iastic about going there and joined H. Lansing 
Quick, Theodor S. Oxholm, Higar Henriques, 
Jerome Simpson and others of our club. The 
Atlantic Division chartered a freight steamer 
which came to Yonkers for oar canoes while 
we went by the steamer "Shinnecock". 


Harry Quick and Oxholm amised themselves and 
others too, by throwing pitchers of water 
into each others staterooms on the journey 
out. Sleep there was not; nor was there mich 
after our arrival. Our canoes were placed or 
rather thrown overboard and allowed to drift 
ashore. We found then on the beach full of 
seaweed and sand. Next day in camp, there 
were exhibited a number of wooden canary 
cages containing fiddler crabs which were 
labeled "Exhibit from the Steamer Shinnecock"'. 


‘This meet was the first held on salt water and 
attracted many Canadians, most of whom had 
never seen tidal salt water. Among then were 
Ford Jones, the MacKendricks, father and three 
sons (they paddled in Club Fours) two of whom 
became Commodores of the A.C.A., Will Sparrow, 
Herb Tilley, J. C, Hawards, Herb Begg and 
about fifty others. The Eastern Division was 
there with many sailors, prominent among 

whan were Paul Butler, Herman Murphy, Dr. Gage, 
E. ¥. Barney, Raymond Appollonio, Jimmy Cart— 
wright and E. C. Knappe, the latter a famous 
paddler. ‘The boats built by Captain G. W. 
Ruggles of Charlotte, N. Y. competed with 
those of W. F. Stevens, a builder whan Paul 
Butler had discovered. There was much dis- 
cussion among the sailing contingent as to 
lines and ability, all of which was eagerly 
consumed by the novice who now writes these 
lines. 


American Canoeist. 
vol. IIENo. 6 
Nox., 1981 


Reprinted from Canoe Sailor 
Online Newsletter of the 
ACA National Sailing Committee 
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Sailboats with mass and deep keels face 
problems when entering shoal watet or pas 
Ing under bridges when the water not dee 
though and/orthe yndge clerance Is nous 
ficient. More than once, Ihave been part of 
thecoumterveighton te boom to hee the boat 
Overto gtoffashoal. Ihave yetto worry about 
foing under bridge, One tution Taw to 
$Tevite both problems was large canvas bag 
Fall of water hang from the boonA30-allon 
Collapsible canvas bag wil puta lot of weight 
on the end of the boom, The owner used the 
‘main halyard to cary the loa on the boom 2s 
2 replacement forthe topping lift and had the 
tag suspended froma block secured unde the 
bom A ine wen ack rom the bap thnouh 
the block, to a sheet winch that was used fo 
Fase the bag full of water never sav itin use 
but he was happy with the arangement and 
ted when need 

‘ter going aground, one option is to 
lift the boat up by unloading sores, pumping 
out the wate fan, and otherwise making the 
Boat lighter I seems tat Abraham Lincoln 
Who had a Tong fascination with how things 
‘worked, invented a lotation system for lt 
ing riverboat stuck on sandbars. Lincoln's 
Patent, No. 469, was granted on May 22 
149, ov adeviee for "Buying Vessels Over 
Shoals." According to his patent the idea 
was fo equip boats with “inflatable bellows 
Oia SuIGbe waterproof fabric” under the 
funvale ofthe hull Ie the boat vent aground 
ne pusted down the buoyancy bags and 
Tied the boat up 

‘Atal inthe Sep/Oct, 2017 issue 
of Boating World made a passing reference 
to the proper color fel car to designate the 
fuel therein. vent looking into this tea and 
found fot ofinformation on something {had 
hot thought about. However, seems that 
thore isa eolor code fr fuel containers: Gas 
oline (Bammable) in red, Kerosene in blac 
Diesel in yellow oil (combustible) in green, 

(Over the years al of my fuel cas were 
red, 1 dit not see any other colors in the 
arin supply stores, but the yellow S-zal- 
Ton dese! container can be ordered! and one 
Ot my neighbors ha two of them 

T have been installing new, bigger cat 
door. All way well unt tried to fnsert the 
tots through the two pies Cone. on each 
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side ofthe door) ina hollow door. The old eat 
door used long serews that aligned sith the 
teceplacle side quite nicely. Getting 23 inch 
bolt through on the newer door setup ‘vas 
2 major alignment problem, because of the 
pen space inside the hollow door between 
the two pars unless I took the door off the 
hinges and laid it down flat. 

"The first sep vas to purchase some lon- 
ger bolts of the same diameter to give me 
tore "wiggle room” while going everything 

stright. My wife and I finally got one lon 

‘Fer bait through and a nuton to hold things, 
Sort of. At that point. a blinding flash ofthe 
Obvious amived and { got my magnet on an 
extender used for getting dropped auts/bolts 
Out of tight places‘ pute end ofthe mage 
net on the head ofthe bolt and now had the 
bility to hold the bolt horizontal and align 
the bolt withthe hole inthe second pice 10 
attach things together, The magnet held the 
bolt straight” and progress was made 

At one point, we had a boat with teak 
handials. Aker many" years of neglect. 1 
decided to clean them up and soak them in 
teak oll After geting them clean as I could, 
I put them, one ata time, ina section of rain 
gutter (blocked at both ends) that had been 
femoved from our house. [added teak oll 10 
Cover the ral and let it soak for a day and 
then did the same with each of the other three 

jeces It all worked out quite nicely. n my 

Ens, could easily remove the ras tom the 
boat! In some cases, such is not possible and 
allthe work has tobe done onthe boat Atleast 
once a year, most boating publications have 
fn arile on cleaning teak Of interest i that 
‘ost say the same thing, and there is ite dif- 
ference between te antici on teak cleanin in 
the April 1984 issue of Berer Boar and what 
find i tren boating publications 


Your cellphone just went into the water 
Now what? Some of the electronic comm: 
nications devices are Water resistant and/or 
Short-term waterproof, while others are not 
‘Aside ftom the number of articles on bow 
to dry out these devices (as well a firms in 
the business), do_you have the information 
on the device backed-up? If not. nd your 
device wil allow you to dowload to micro- 
computer (or like device), doing so might be 
2 goed idea from time to ime 

Old cell phones (and like devices) can 
have a second life in the boating world. 1 
am the “Discussion List” editor for the Cat- 
boat “Association www.catboat.org and 
read all the material that is posted on the 
listand condense that which looks applic 
ble to readers of their Bulletins. One item 
that caught my interest Was a member who 
Converted ah old iPad into chat plotter, 
He bought a waterproof ease for an old iPad 
he had replaced. He loaded the iPad with 
tio charting apps: Navionics (or vector) 
nd iSaGPS (or raster) chars. The iPad 
Allowed him to load other software includ- 
ing tide apps, AIS apps, weather apps, ete 
and still had’ room for useful documents 
GOLREGS. Coast Pilot, Engine manual 
ete. Two of posible problems noted was the 
need fora charger and protection from heat 
from direct sunlight i lett on the console. It 
Youhave an ol cll phone or iPad. you may 
‘vant to Took ito the idea 

Hurricane Inna became Tropical Storm 
Irma (cheering at this polat locally) by the 
time i got to Tallahasse: rain and a fot of 
Wind (uees down. ete). By the time you read 
this, the storm willbe history and fecovery 
‘willbe well undee way in south and cen 
Forda. 1 grew up outside of Bradenton, FL 
(Manatee County south of Tampa) and know 
‘what a huricane can do. Thus we prepared 
Tor a few days without eletric power, tees 
doin, and the est. I pulled my chainsaw out 
of storage to cut a path tothe Toad or handle 
other inconvenient domed wood. Ou major 
problem was fuel for the vehile with all the 
People evacuating before the storm and then 
Everyone headed back after the storm. Since 
wwe are both retired, my wife and 1 simply 
ayed off the roads for mostof the week ater 
ihe ston came through our area 


C. Stickney Boatbuilders Ltd. 
15 Wiley’s Comer Rd. St. George, ME 04880 
207-372-8543, 


Custom Wooden Boat 
Building & Restoration 


hwodamaparasdeccnae 1006" Yacht Tender Elegant 
custom tational wooden boats since E-mail woodboats@msn.com 


1938, Blog 
Mast Hoops 
¢ hitp:lbhackguilemot. wordpress.com! 
Mig Hoop Fasten Sai 
Hanks "Parel Beads 
Weed Gat Wood Shel 
pape oes 
no aedware 
Pert Lowell Co,, Ine. 
NTA) SOD 


WELLFLEET 
Wooden Boats Built to Order 


Row, Power, or Sal ~ Phil Bolger Designs 
Bare Hulls, Complete Boats 
Lumber Yar Skif Pians, 

Shoal Draft Our Specialty 
Check Out My Website 
www.oldwharf.com 


Or Give Me a Call at (508) 349 2383, 
Walter Baron, Boatbuilder 
70°14 Chaquesse Neck R, Wolfe, MAO2667 


Southport Istand Marine 
207-633-6009 
www.southportislandmarine.com 


Hadden Boat Company 


Wooden Boat Construction & Repair 


Launched September 2012 
36’ Vinnie Cavanaugh Replica 


wwwhaddenboat com 
11Tibbets Ln., Georgetown, ME 04548 
(207) 371-2662 


Call or e mail 


“Cape Cod’s 
Sailing Headquarters 
& Wooden Boat Center 
‘Established 1951* 
Proud Builders of 
Arey’s Pond Catboats 


14° Cat ~16' Lynx Cabin 
16° Lynx Open 16° Launch 
18’ Daysailer 
20° Cruising Cat 
2V Launch 
Traditional Elegance 
All boats built the highest standards 
alls are wood or berglass with 
teak or mahogany trim, 
Solid bronze hardware, 
‘Sitka spruce spats. 


Brokerage Boat Sales 
APBY Sailing School 
Mooring Rentals and Storage 


ox 222, 8. Orleans, MA 02662 
(808) 255-0994 
wo wareyspendhoatyard 


Southport Island Marine 
207-633-6009 
www.southportislandmarine.com 


‘archdavis@myfairpoint.net 


ie 


wwwarchdavisdesigns.com 


37 Doak Rd. Belfast, ME 04915 


ARCH DAVIS DESIGN 


Penobscot 13,sailing 
and rowing skiff, 
little sister to the 

well known 
Penobscot 14. 


Glued lapstrake 
construction. 
1279"x4'3”. 
220pounds. 

Rowing version 

Arch Davis at 207 930 9873 "$4450.00. 


Sailing rigs available. 
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Hansen & Company 
Builders of Practical & Impractical 


ts 
1 Other Sal Ross 
un oa 
Potions gunna et 


Unigue Wood-Stip 


Kits, Plans & 
Finished Boats 


Send $3 fora etalog to 
Nick Sehade 
Gullemot Kayaks 
8 South Ra 
Groton, CT 08340-1604 
ph 860.059.4887 


Performance, Sea Kayaks 


Plans & Kits 
SERRE ° 


‘STUDY PLANS BOOK $4.95 
INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO $19.95 


i by Platt Montort 


NOW ON DVD ALSO 


soak aa Neuer Nester 


~ VOTED BEST 
WOODEN KAYAK 
2 NEW KAYAKS! 


BOAT BUILDING PLANS 


910.798.4264 


CLASSICS OF THE NORTH CAROLINA CORST 


7% 18.,20-, & 22-oot plans available 
%& Outstandingly light, seaworthy vessels 
% Plans with detailed instructions, no lotting 


ORDER ONLINE 


nw. capefearmuseum.com/simmons 


Sport Boat 


Robb White & Sons 


YOUR AD HERE 
$6 / ISSUE 


maib.office@gmail.com 


-SEAWQRTHY ~ 
ra [Sea as 


WOODEN POND MODEL KITS 


DRAKETAIL 


: MODELS THAT REALLY SAIL 
Rubber Band & Sail Powered Kits 


Pre-Shaped & Drilled Parts 
Brass, Copper & Stainless Hardware. 


Great FuninPel Poe or Sea Onder Youre Today 


(rag 800.893- 9030S )VISA/IC gecepted 
iis dane alate anaog $108 


‘SEAWORTHY SMALL SHIPS 
Dept. M,PO Box 2863 
Prince Frederick, MD 20678, USA 
VsieurHome eget 


tees Serehrcon 
B FFLEHEAD 


for exper 


HUGH HORTON 


PIACE YOUR 
ADVERTISING 
FOR 
PLANS & KITS 


Handy, pretty, proven 16x43” strip 
planked skiff will plane two adults with 
4hp. Full size mold patterns, complete 
instructions. $75 Photos & specs at | 
‘www.robbwhite.com. 


Robb White & Sons 


HERE 
$18/Issue 


maib.office@ gmail.com 
P.0. Box 561, Thomasville, GA 31799 
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13" x 30" DOUBLE PADDLE CANOE, and Easy to Build Sailboats, 
‘TAPED SEAM PLYWOOD, : 
TAPED SEAM PLY WOOE Rowboats, Kayaks, Canoes 
‘$15 PLANS and more. 
S1 INFO ON 18 BOATS = 
JIM MICHALAK ntryCustomBoats.com 
1024 Merl St, Lebanon, IL 62254 


WESTON FARMER. 
BUILDING PLANS & ARTICLE REPRINTS 

BUILD A WESTON FARMER CLASSIC DESIGN. 15 plans available for the amateur boatbuilder 
{fom 10" lasach IRREDUCIBLE to famous 32’ blue-water Ketch TAHITIANA, Send 82 for catalog 
defining specs plans, contents, prices, ec 

READ & ENJOY A WESTON FARMER BOAT STORY. We have 20 article reprints on sanall 
boat designs wnten through the years by E. Weston Farmer, N.A. considered by many to have 
been one of the outstanding marine writes ofall time, Delighiful reading for only SI per page, All 
atiles include lin drawings, offsets, ete. that you can use. Sead $2 fo catalog isting. 


WESTON FARMER ASSOCIATES 
7034-D Hwy. 291, Tum Tum, WA 99034 


H.H. PAYSON AND COMPANY 


Plans + Patterns + Articles * Books 
Instant Boat Series * Downeast Dories + Model Building 


Visit our website @ wwwinstantboats.com 
Call, waite or email for information or help with your project. 


HH. Payson & Company 
PO Box 122 
Spruce Head, ME 04859 


Going forward in the spi 


Dennis Hansen Boatbuilder 


@ SWIFTY 12 


Aight 
weight, 


ur pre 
taser 

Kit Price, 

ipl sa, 1178, Ctog of 13k 
designs handcrated in Vermont 
Dethonslon ze $23, VHS r DVD. 


SHELL BOATS 


61 Ply Hubbard Ra. St Alans, VT 0578 


ATKIN 


Atkin illustrated catalog. Conta 


uble-enders, traditional offshore and coastal 
‘cruisin yachts eowingsaling dinghies 
tilts and houseboats, $20.00 US, and 
Canada (postpaid) and $35.00 U.S. overseas 
smal. Payment US. dollars payable varoueh 
US. bank, 


ATKIN BOAT PLANS 
PO, Box 305M, Noraton, CT 06820 
apatkin@sol.com 
sow atkinboatplans.com 


CONRAD NATZIO 
BOATBUILDER 


A range of small 
raft plans for 
very easy home 

Building in 
plywood 


For details, visit the websi 
http://conradnatzio.firetrench.com 


‘or contact: 
CONRAD NATZIO BOATBUILDER 


Tel +44 1394 363491 
Canalzio@ btinternet.com 
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UNSCREW-UMS™ 
broken-screw 
extractors 


Remove damaged 

fastenings. Minimal 

damage to wood. 

Hollow tool uses 

stub as guide. Sizes % 

to remove screws from No. 2 

to No. 24, lags, nails, and drifts 

T&L TOOLS 

24 Vinegar Hil Re, Gales Ferry, CT 06335 

Phone: 860-464-9485 « Fax: 860.464.9709 
unscrew-ums@tltools.com 


www.tltools.com 


TRADITIONAL 
MARINE STOVES 


CAST IRON 
PORCELAIN ENAMELED 
WOOD BURNING 
HEATING & COOKING 
COMPACT 


NAVIGATOR 


STOVES 
409 Double Hill Rd. 
East Sound, WA 98245 
(360) 376-5161 


Atlantic White Cedar 
CCastom cat to your specications from our ovn 
fogs wich we bang op ftom Frida Lengbs up 
os" 

(Cypress and ote pies avaiable upon request 
Woodcraft Productions Ltd. 
PO. Rox 17307 
Smit RLOD917-0708 
Tat don) 232-2572 +x 01) 232-1009 


YOUR AD HERE 
$30 / ISSUE 


maib.office@gmail.com 


DUCKWORK 


BOAT BUILDERS SUPPLY 


+ plans 


+ hardware 
= custom sails 

+ epoxy/supplies 

+ sailmaking supplies 
+ tools and MORE 


low prices, fast service 


www.duckworksbbs.com 
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Sail for a Canoe 
Excellent quality and design 


National Sailing Committee 
American Canoe Association 
http: //canusail.org 


Free rig plans 
Newsletter: Canoe Sailor $6 
E-mail: canusailor@yahoo.com 


Pay to: C. Sutherland 
Send to: 

Chuck Sutherland 
2210 Finland Rd 
Green Lane, PA 18054 


GAMBELL & oo 
SAILMAKERS 


Rigging 


16 Limerock St., Camden, ME 04843 
(207) 236-3561 
www gambellandhunter net 


ATLANTIC WHIT 
Boat grade rough sawn flitches in stock 
‘Most are 16" long 4/4 to 8/4 thick. 
‘New supply ready to ship, 
Call of write for info, 


J.D. ENGLAND Ct 


1780 Remlik Dr, Urbanna, VA 25175 
(804) 758-2721 


HANDMADE. 
gpAMANS KNIVpg 
207-862-9820 


YD sHaRRIS™, - Pi 


MU 
On 
SCasseT. ME. 


MERTON’S 


FIBERGLASS AND 
MARINE SUPPLY 
Complete hand lay-up fiber 

glass supplies for light & 


436 Fuller St, 
Ludlow, MA 01056-1309 


heavy fiberglass or wood 
boat repair & construction 


Polyester, Epoxy 
Vinylester Marine Grade 
Resins 
Marine Topside Enamels & 
Antifouling Bottom Paint 
Silicon Bronze & Stainless 
Steel Fasteners 

Quality Brand Name Products 

Competitive Pricin 
All items in stock for 
immediate shipment 


Online catalog 
www.mertons.com 
call 800-333-0314 
P.O. Box 399 
East Longmeadow, 
MA 01028 
Supplying Quality Products 
To Boat Owners, 

Hull Finishers & Boatyards 
for over 20 years. 


800-333-0314 


RAKA EPOXY & FIBERGLASS 
We have several types of epoxy resins with different mix ratios 
for coating, gluing, and composite construction. Our large 
fiberglass inventory includes many weights of standard woven 
materials as well as a good selection of biaxials and triaxial. 
Carbon and kevlar fabrics are also available. We offer the 
Towest prices and same day UPS shipping. Our normal store 
hours are fom 9am to Spm Monday to Friday. Write or call us 
fr see our internet site for complete info and prices. 

RAKA Marine 
3490 Oleander Ave,, Ft. Pierce, FL 34982-6571 
Ph, (772) 489-4070 — Fax (772) 461-2070 
www.raka.com 


YOUR AD HERE 
$12/Issue 


maib office@gmail.com 


Notecards of 
Your Boat 


A pencil drawing of 
your boa, suitable for 
framing, and 50 
notecards with the 
rawing, Makes a 
great gif -S150 


ABV Sail, Traditional to High Tech 
to 1004, 
Re-cuts, Repairs Castor Canvas Work 
Inbusiness since 1990 ~ sewtec.s 
sewtec@hughes.net - 850-773-7929 


Traditional 
Small-Craft S 


www.dabblersails.com 


dabblersails@gmail.com 
Ph/fax 804-580-8723 

PO Box 235 

Wicomico Church, VA 22579 


Stuart K. Hopkins, Sole Prop 
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CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE 


BOATS FOR SALE 


“89 Nimble 24 Canoe Yaw, shoal deft tiles 
ble, Tropical Version (deeper keel, 30" deal, no 
‘bsiucton to Mat eabin sole). A quality boat, well 
Suipped, im shape, in rule uses presen 
Willshoro Bay on Lake Charoplain. Ga tr ith 
sliding tongue extension for surer cane i launch 
retrieval. Winter cover, Ollered to MAVB readers 
lta special pce consdering We ae (ome of) 
heap 8.40 firm for wie, Price goes up $200 
‘tnomth starting now. I's advertised ese here at 
Sarious prices all whimsical Io 
(518) 624 6368.(12) 


MASON SMITH, Long Lake, 


SaiVRow Skiff, this caught my eye & 1 hough it 
for S800 justo avestigate. Should be very pleas. 
‘nt boat to row & sa I Tound that wast wel 
St up for cither atvity I needs gunwale pads to 
raise the osrlocks 13" it needs a plug forthe clo 
trunk to hep the rower dy. teed bridle wa 
sliding ring ta lead the set alt © then to hand, 
which provided It needs decent rs (bal none 
Thave provided climsy ones.) Finally 1 want a 
trail fori The one im photo has another job, 1 
fied the topside which Were pink angen 
Ihink I deserve a reward for discovery 8 resumes: 
thon ofa charming classic, amatcurshly well uit 
S075 

MASON SMITH, Long Lake, NYS18) 624639. (12) 


‘Adirondack Guide Boat, black hull, cherry tim, 

‘Sling & stationary seats’ Custorn fied te. Cus” 

tom hoat caver. Allin exe cond. $3,800. Located in 

enucky- To se mur photo 0 osteo 
( 


STEVEN SLYTER, 
‘sislytercom (12) 
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02) 479-9200, steven 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
INFORMATION 
cont ETI 10, sun 
scott bored 
iy sy es 
rere 
Beieia Aveo are 
Nasu and commer i 
ee 


13" ADK Guideboat, ribs laminated spruce, pine 

Blanking, chery tim, cherry eas yoke, pale 
jor rack. Inside natural, ouside blue. 

DONALD GILLESPIE, Adams Cntr, NY, LMSG- 

315-232-9616.(12) 


17 Ft, Core Sound 17 Mark 3 Cruising Sal 
boat, Summer Breeze is looking Toe new home. 
16,complw/'IS EZ Loader 
tor loading guides & spare wheel. Bult rom a 
{Gt from BA Yacht Designs, design link hp! 
thandhyachidesigns.comest m3). Follow but 
ing tiead hp messing-about somforums! 
{opiei9480-summer hreeze-core-sound-17-mke 3) 
‘Some of her features: Custom seltetberth cush- 
ions form combustion hard a at Toa. Sas 
Inve the long battens for more sail aca, Sai 
sige” sal bags. Sails with ballens fis snags 
‘Tuhemocles on both masts, Boom gallows to 
support lowered mainmast. racket oa main gal 
Tows to support lowered mizzeamast. Masthead 
LED.combintion navigation a anchor lights 
Toterior ean light Bsn seco in cockpit seat 
Bomaprit mounted anchor. Sliding forward hatch 
allows hatch Io be opened wimasis lowered. Four 
‘pening ports Tiler tamer. Masthead. mounted 
Windvane. Stowage bracket in cockpit locker. Fite 
Extinguisher mounted im cockpit locker. Compass 
mounted in face of bridge deck. Bulan motor 
mount & splash well Somy. otr ist ne. Tran 
Som mounted boarding latider: Price i 513.500, 
Uneaten Hendersonville, NC-For questions and 
cfr al: 
CHICK LUDWIG. (628) 595.9432.(11) 


‘Completed & titled 


12.12 Sunshine Woden Dinghy, sling aro 
Biirobl Seton Bil igi canvas soa 
Sails sewn by Stuart Hopkins of Dahbler Sails 
Geno ai ry Tacs. Lig ed 
Built by Labrie Small Crit of Maine, $1500, 
(203) 6379700. 11) 


16 Spit Rigged Dobler Uty Skit, tured 
in Lo Resistance Bats by Thomas Ph Sones 
ens es ok hat "She os the et 
Sempre ftceter ean he coultog me 
St sai, power, and oar.” She was built Sitch & 
ih ume pod, epoy & nas 
Sitaguttinge Prbation bby ecaters ta 
‘Silom Dabber Sls oars by Sha and Tenney 
Rancksirc moor what. Soe comes Wu 
dere (lileap), dagger bard, vari spars 
2S of oalocke dep str & ga te w/ 
secealy prcimed sceses, bi pice woner 
Tbe Cucmporary Cancion elegy ie 
Mi-atante Nal Craft Petal 208, the yee 
She was bul I inereste el fora veo o the 
boc Belner tn he noricat can be enge 
Si, 

TACK MIZRAML, West Chester, PA, (610) 655- 
‘Bik jucntegmatcom 


LFUL-I7 17° Rowing Skit, desigad by L. Fran- 
cis Herreshoff, built by Najiar. Glued lap ply & 
rupley cpiny exctpelted. Siding sea 
feed seat, Spoon bins ofa, Removable caned 
scar sett S100 or tae for 12 le ght 
Sia Patent 

JOHN. (S38) 217-8778, jostt0806¢gmailcom 
a 


‘Scamp, John Welsford design, lugsail rigged 
1" microcruiser. Okoume lapsrake construction, 
jifly reefing. lazy jacks. galvanized tl, 2-piece 
Sars, boarding ladder. Exe cond. $7500. 

JOHN ROOMES, Coupeville, WA, (360) 678- 
3817.1) 


Freedom 25 Sailboat, “$4 model. Yanmar 1GM 
Ahesel anlar. Bimini, loom VE, ST 1000 aor 
silt, sal stack pack, Hoyt "CGunmount” spinnaker. 
sting S600 i 
MIKE WEBB, Yorktown, VA, (787) 867.9852 
sailboatike@ hotmail.com (11) 


GEAR FOR SALE 


411 Mercury Sea Pro 2Shp O/B, 2-stroke, long 
shaft Q0") tiller steer. Upgraded to 30hp, low 
hhours, new water pump impeller in 2016. "Motor 
runs, 8500 with tank. Located in Ocens County 


DANE MARTINDELL, Manchester, NJ, (732) 
(657-5135 (Iv. mess.) danemartndell@ gmail.com 
(Dy 


British Seagull CPC, °63 winew engine block & 
figs te leah Cateye very wel $30 
Minka Riptide RTSSS, remans:factred, 32° 
ceri, 32" ransom to moe sl water, 12V, used 
‘ance, $50. Buy both & sand nc ree. 

DAVID KELLAND. Lexington, — MA, 
(81) 861-8981 


EPOXYPLUS MARINE EPOXY, noblushino 
sanding. low viscosity flexible, easytouse 1-1 mix. 
Silicon bronze screws) hols, fiberglass, flotation 
foam. On our website @ www-clarkeraft com. Free 
How To Booklet, 

CLARK CRAFT, (716) 8732610, e-mail: elark- 
cralt@localnet.com.(1P) 


“Thee sning hea ding GEAR WANTED. Seta 
ee Jes ang eel 
fea whinge 


wits 
= 


ng eho inbot 


Lae mack wor ding Bell Boat Pilot House, pulls for 

Ba matched pais alo vice abe moutpices w 
GORDON GEASLAND, Conshohocken, PA, 
(610) 940-2668 anytime. (11) 


BOOKS & PLANS FOR SALE 


Boatbuilding & Sailing Books, large collection 

all in exc cond. WoodenBtoat Magazines, #1-#203 
ex. Email for list & pices. 

‘S" SMITH. Garden, MI, smithdgvaa 


Join us in expressing 
‘world. Tee Shits, Long 
and Tote Bags. Order on-line oF by mail. Visi 

outcom for more info oF 10 print 


Simply Messing About In Boats 
Shirts & Tote Bags 


rove fe About 80 Bovoks on Boats ik over 50 years s Ritapa Balad Gabe 
THE'DESIN WORKS, 9101 Fon Ra, Siker — peollet hem Call oral 353 50-3671 Featuring Ratty’s Beloved Quot 
‘Spring. MD 20901 (301) 589-9391 (voice mail only) GERD WEHNER. Astor, FL (352) 759-3671. (3) from The Wind in the Willows 


See our classified ad for 
additional information 


www.messingabout.com 


To those of you who are seeing our LE 
magazine for the first time as a free oA 
sample issue: 


Did you find it of interest? 
Enough to want to see more? 


Easy to do. 


If it really grabs you just send us your check for $32 
jor a full year (12 - 60 page issues) with your full mail 
ldress and it will begin to arrive in your mail with the| 
Inext issue. 


lot sure? Then risk only $8 for a three month trial sub-| 
kcription. When that concludes we'll send you a renewal] 
lnotice suggesting you sign up for another full year. 


his sample issue is #670 since May of 1983. We’ vel 
een around for 32 years and plan to be around for} 
many more. 


No need to send in any order form (there isn’t any). Mail 
our check for either choice payable to Messing About| 
in Boats, at 29 Burley St, Wenham, MA 01984-01943} 
ith a note including your mailing address. That'll do it] 


Thank you, Bob Hicks, Editor/Publisher 
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Editor Bob’s Excellent (Virtual) Adventures 


Concemed by the Editor’s lack of paddling adventures during the past season (due to unanticipated circumstances), friend Harvey (a photo 
wizard) undertook to create for me (using the magic of Photoshop) a series of images illustrating what I might have missed out on. Here they are, 
inspiration for winter dreaming of the coming year. 


On a collision course in Salem Harbor. 


Laid back paddling off Gloucester’s Pebble Beach, 


Surfing on Magnolia’s rugged shore, the kayak is, after all, a Wilder-_---and moving in fast asa safe harbor is sought. 
ia aaa Safe harbor reached at Winter Island as lighting misses its mark! 
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Shiver Me Timbers ay: xosere summers 


Meanwhile, down at the yacht club... 


ho THAT WILL BEA 

PigasuRe SzR,TVE 

BEEN WANTING TO. 
EDO THAT 


ACTUALLY, 2 
ES REALLY NAMED! 
FoR COMMODORE — 


F ZNDEED, HE 
WROTE A BIG 


WHAT Z DID WAS) (LISTEN PAL, THE 

FALL TO comeLy Af} RULE Book WAS 
WRETTEN 50 YOU 
WOULD READ IT. 


— 


oO) 


—7, 
se hET THE MAN = 
‘OUR GUEST FOR MAKING E HAS BEEN SERVED, 
SURE MUD FROM THE 
HARBOR DREDGIAIG- 
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